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CPEC Aims Broader Regional Connectivity

M Roshan

DR Linden was a Dutch social
scientist who carried out extensive
research on  Karachi’'s low
income settlements and produced
several research papers on urban
planning. His work presented the
transformation and evolution of
Karachi, challenged traditional
development concepts including
those presented by the international
donor agencies. He argued that
the failure of various governments
to understand complex urban
planning issues, such as growing
population and the delivery of
basic facilities, was primarily
because of their lesser focus on
humans and their relationships.
Dr Linden’s findings are based on
‘practical wisdom’ and need to be
incorporated not only in Pakistan’s
urban planning but also in defining
the strategic direction of large scale
infrastructure projects such as the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor

(CPEC).
In another conference, titled
‘21st  Sustainable Development

Conference’, the former Finance
Minister Mr Sartaj Aziz argued
that CPEC is indeed a connectivity
tool among citizens, ideas, thinks
tanks, and public and private
sectors. Based on the findings of
the seminar on Dr Linden and
21st  Sustainable  Development
Conference, two main story lines
emerge that can strategically align
Pakistan’s regional connectivity
direction in the post CPEC scenario:
‘humans and their relationships’
and “diversity of ideas’. In addition,
it is important to highlight that
Dr Linden’s work thematically
challenges the traditional
development and planning strategies
of the international economic
system through international donor
agencies.

The International Economic
System (IES) is a kind of global
structure that operates the world
economy. The major components
of this structure largely revolve
around global production, global
trade, global financial flows
and global flows of productive
resources. As the developed
countries have advantage over these
components, the IES appears to
be inherently “materialistic” in its
approach suggesting endowments
based division of labour, free flow
of productive resources between
countries, free trade and stable
global financial system. Pakistan’s
ongoing monetary woes are a kind
reflection how various economic,
institutional and  geographical
factors can put insurmountable
pressure on developing countries.

Like the IES, the IPS also has
a global structure governing the
global production and international
division of labor (IDL). The
vital structures conditioning the
global production system and
IDL are bilateral and multilateral
aid processes. The bilateral aid
processes usually involve donor
countries/group of countries and
non-government organizations.
The multilateral aid processes
are generally supervised by
international agencies such as the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
and the World Bank. Furthermore,
the Global Production System
(GPS) refers to ‘which countries
produce what’. It also underlies the
pattern of global trade. The GPS
is, therefore, the reflection of the
IDL. The Marxist school of thought
observes that the IPS is dominated
by the developed countries where
resources and flows of production
activities serve the interests of
these  countries. Thematically,
Dr Linden’s findings also float
similar arguments in the context

of urban planning and regional
development. Pakistan’s request
to the IMF for a bailout package
is, accordingly, very much in line
with the operational dynamics of
the IES and the IPS.

The international economic
organizations may, therefore, need
necessary regional connectivity
and economic integration so
that the member countries could
successfully become part of
global private property-based,
competitive, free market system.
However, such integrations must
incorporate the local and practical
challenges of the member countries
as reflected in the above storylines.
Regional connectivity is one of
the long term measures that can
help Pakistan drastically increase
its exports alongside ensuring a
respectable economic growth rate.
It has traditionally been asserted
that economic growth is largely a
function of investment in physical
and human capital. Several
factors, better termed as ‘deep
determinants of economic growth’,
such as infrastructure, roads,
railways, technological progress,
education, IT  improvements,
and  macroeconomic  balance
also remain crucial for achieving
economic growth and productivity.
In addition, combining these
factors with the earlier identified
storylines require a strategic
transformation towards humans,
their relationships and diversity of
ideas. Such a strategic combination
will indeed innovate and modernize
the regional products, their supply
chain and regional entrepreneurship
for the member countries.

In this regard, Pakistan has
got two main options for regional
integration. One is on its Eastern
side that can meaningfully integrate
the member countries of the South
Asian Association for Regional

Cooperation (SAARC). Addressing
the 21st Sustainable Development
Conference, the Federal Minister
for Railways Sheikh Rasheed
Ahmad invited India to join CPEC
which is positive sign. However,
India-Pakistan rivalry is still the
biggest hurdle in this regard. On
the Western and Southern sides, it
can integrate with the Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO)
member countries. On the Northern
side, it is already connected with
China through CPEC. In the
post CPEC scenario, effectively
connecting Pakistan with Iran
and Turkey on its Western side
along with regional connectivity
with Afghanistan and Central
Asian Republics (CARs) is a
strategically crucial step. In one
of our earlier articles (“Beyond
Gwadar”, Daily Times, Nov 1,
2018), we discussed the proposal
to connect Pakistan with Saudi
city Jizan through Gwadar-Oman
under water tunnel or bridge in line
with the Saudi Vision 2030. Such
connection should primarily focus
on enhancing long term economic
growth and productivity by placing
specialized focus on humans,
their relationships and diversity of
entrepreneurial ideas among the
regional population.

Following the story lines,
Pakistan’s regional connectivity
with the ECO countries should
primarily focus on both energy and
non-energy trade. It is because the
Saudi Vision 2030 places greater
focus on non-oil economic growth
prospects by acting as a hub among
Europe, Africa and Asia. In this
perspective, Pakistan needs to
formally harmonize its regional
connection policies with the plans
and strategies of the ECO countries
Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic,
Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan,

and Uzbekistan in the post CPEC
scenario. A similar harmony with
the Saudi Vision 2030 should also
be achieved. Making strategic
regional connectivity with the
ECO countries and Saudi Arabia
through CPEC will practically
make Pakistan an economic
hub among Europe, Africa and
Asia. It will strengthen cultural
diversity and religious pluralism
in Pakistan thus enhancing people
to people interaction, enhancing
their  mutual relations, and
introducing a diverse culture of
entrepreneurial  innovation and
ideas. Regional connectivity with
the ECO countries through CPEC
will inherently challenge the long
standing status quo on economic,
social, spatial, and religious fronts.

The bi-directional approach
focusing on ‘humans and their
relationships’and “diversity of ideas’
may prove to be ‘deep and critical
determinants of long run economic
growth’ for Pakistan challenging the
traditional economic interests of the
IES and the IPS. In the wake of these
developments, Pakistan’s cultural
and religious population balance
may experience diversity. However,
it will not be disadvantageous
to Pakistan’s long term political
and economic interests. Let’s be
reminded that under-development is
a kind of low level equilibrium trap
where the paucity of resources holds
up development. Pakistan needs
a kind of quantum leap to prepare
for the economic take-off stage in
the region. Regional connectivity
with the ECO countries and Saudi
Arabia, through CPEC, can prove
to be decisive catalytic factor in
achieving long term economic
growth inherently focusing on
people and their relationship
alongside encouraging diversity
of economic, political, social and
business ideas.

Ali

ALREADY fragile relations
between Pakistan and India appear
to be in a likely nosedive again. The
situation gradually started turning
uneasy ever since Narendra Modi
took over as the prime minister of
India after general elections in 2014.
Mr Modi is known for his difficult
attitude towards Indian Muslims in
general and Pakistan in particular.
He, as a Chief Minister of Gujarat
state (in 2002), allowed Hindu
rioters to run amok against Muslim
neighbourhoods.  His  election
campaign slogan (in 2014) also smelt
anti-Pakistan polemics. Pakistan is
sometimes threatened by blocking
rivers, sometimes as ‘nuclear bluff’
and sometimes with surgical strikes
drama to achieve cheap popularity.
That is the flurry of Indian bluff.

Indiscriminate  firing across
the LoC (Line of Control) in
Kashmir is adding more to the
ongoing tense environment. The
target of this senseless firing is
mainly civilian population in Azad
Kashmir. Dozens of people have
lost their lives, and scores suffered
injuries so far. On 13 March 2018,
two civilians were injured as a
result of firing from the Indian
side. The firing took place when
the representatives of UNMOGIP
(United Nations Military Observers
Group for India and Pakistan)
were there interacting with local
people at village Polas in Abbaspur
sector of Poonch district. This is
not the first time the UNMOGIP
representatives have come under
fire. Last year, on May 23, a two-

The Flurry of Indian bluffs

member team of UNMOGIP came
under fire of Indian security forces
in Khanjar sector along the LoC.
Indian security forces started firing
despite the fact that UNMOGIP
provided prior intimation to them
about their presence of UNMOGIP
representatives with a ‘blue flag’
hoisted on both of their vehicles.
India does not like UNMOGIP,
and there had been statements
about their redundant position by
responsible Indian politicians. The
Indian leadership being aspirant for
exalted status in the UN is belittling
the very body by not cooperating
with its representatives.

BJP’s domestic policies thrive
onthetensionalongthe LoC, which
is the cause of the diplomatic game
of ping pong between India and
Pakistan Tensions between the two
countries are not subsiding. There
have been news reports about the
harassment of Pakistani diplomatic
staff and their families in New
Delhi. Children are intimidated
while on the way to school. Deputy
High Commissioner’s family has
been embarrassed. Pakistan made
a demarche to India and also called
J.P. Singh, Indian deputy high
commissioner to Pakistan, to hand
over a note of protest. Persisting
uncomfortable situation warranted
Pakistan to call back Mr Sohail
Mahmood, High Commissioner
to India, for a briefing. Calling
ambassador back, in diplomatic
norms, shows serious annoyance

and is close to severance in
diplomatic relations. Dr Faisal said
that there had been 26 incidents
of harassment and intimidations
to Pakistani diplomats over the
last eight days. This is not the
first time that Pakistani mission is
embarrassed by India. In October
2016, India first harassed Pakistani
diplomats and then declared a
number of them as persona non
grata. Later, Pakistan had stood
compelled to go for tit-for-tat
action. It is safe to see the Indian
belligerence  towards Pakistan
in regional perspective as well.
Pakistan is being brought under
more pressure given its tense
relations with America, the ally
of India. The anti-Pakistan nexus
of the US, India and Afghanistan
is creating troubles in Balochistan
province and are aiding and
abetting Mullah Fazlullah, head of
TTP (Tahreek-e-Taliban Pakistan)
to create law and order situation in
FATA and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Instigative activities are likely
to worsen the situation between
the two countries. Pakistan is
unlikely to budge from its stance
over CPEC (China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor) which is
causing discomfort to both India
and America.

Domestic  politics of BJP
(Bharatiya Janata Party) thrives
well when unease and tense
situation persists along LoC, and
diplomatic  ping-pong  between

the two countries is there. Such
situation might give a short-term
diversion to opposition parties
and Indian public opinion from
BJP’s sagging areas of governance.
The tension along LoC and the
diplomatic fuss is also perhaps
aimed to please the *hardliners’ in
India as a part of Modi’s electoral
strategy for general elections
scheduled in May next year. Peace
in the region is sacrificed at the
altar of BJP’s domestic politics.
Aspirations of Indian leadership
to put on the mantle of regional
leadership are unlikely to realise
with such a bellicose behaviour.
Indian hostility got heightened
after the arrest of Commander
Kulbhushan Jadhav who happened
to be on a terror and espionage
mission in Balochistan. Heightened
tension prompted Foreign Minister
Khawaja Asif to say: “There is
no hope for improvement in the
situation in view of the tension along
LoC”. Tailing diplomats is perhaps
a new normal but intimidating and
harassing their family members and
terrorising school going children
is the despicable phenomenon.
A video clip making rounds on
television screens showing a
diplomat’s family sitting in the car
with two vehicles blocking its way
and bikers filming the family inside
vehicle speaks low on the part of
Indian government when it comes
to diplomatic norms and practice.
More shocking is the silence being

maintained by the Indian External
Ministry over this episode. It will
be more fatal to block a diplomat’s
way in case he is on the way to
a doctor due to some medical
emergency.

In view of this uncomfortable
situation, Pakistan has indicated
skipping the ministerial meeting of
WTO (World Trade Organization)
being held in New Delhi. It is
time that better sense prevails and
tensions between the two nuclear-
armed countries are contained.
There is no sanity in resorting to
senseless firing along the LoC and
embarrassing diplomats and their
families. Irritants between two
countries should be addressed and
resolved peacefully. Belligerent
attitude would further deepen the
worsening situation.

The Ajit Doval serious
of failure in  implementing
Offensive —Defensive doctrine
towards neighbours now framed
advance version of doctrine
bluffing the friendly neighbours
their democracies . The aim of
continues bluffing the neighbours
only to put stress and check on
their growing economies who
are optimistically gaining huge
growth benefits with Chinese,
BRI initiative. Whereas,these
friendly neighbours and members
of SAARC only pledged by India
but no practical steps were taken
from Indian side.The India and
its authorities under Modi regime
has failed to get benefits from
Chinas growing economy ,only
trumpeting extremist ideologies
and thoughts of colonialism era.
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Yeti Airlines operates 7 Jetstream-41 advanced turbo prop alrerafts catering to widest netwerk seciors every day.

Yeti Airlines

Yol Alrfine Domasi: Pul. Lid. Comporaie Difice; Tilganga, Kathmandu, Tel: 4365888 Fax: SA65115 Reservations: S4G8E78 (Hunting Line), Kethemanda Alnport: S453000 Emad: mwersations@epetialine com
sBtaxirapun 033-45503 2 Birmtragan 021-5365 1 2« Tumbngtar: (25-5750 20+ kanaigur, G -52004 7= Braratpur: 056-573136+Rokhara; 061-4648#Ehalmhawa: 0715275 T Kepalgur|: BEL-526556+ Dhangd]: 051- 520004

For any service sugpestions, call 97714455808 (Ext. £31) or emall us at feedbackiEyetiairlines.com
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