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HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE OF
JAMMU AND KASHMIR DISPUTE

RAZA

KASHMIRIS  have  been
rendering unparalleled sacrifices
since 1947 in their indigenous
struggle aimed at securing freedom
from Indias illegal occupation of
their homeland. During all this
period, Pakistan is the only country
of the world that has extended all-
out support to the just cause of the
Kashmiri people. The people of
occupied Kashmir gave impetus
to their struggle for securing
their right to self-determination
in 1989 and the mass movement
gave sleepless nights to the Indian
rulers. Inabid to crush this popular
movement, India dismissed the
government of Farooq Abdullah
and appointed Jagmohan Malhotra
- who was notorious for his anti-
Muslim bias and activities in India
- as the Governor of the occupied
territory on January 19, 1990.
His appointment was followed by
a series of massacres and other
brutalities by the Indian troops in
the occupied territory. One of these
deadly massacres was carried out
on January 21, 1989 when over 50
people were killed and hundreds
of others injured by the troops by
opening indiscriminate fire on
peaceful demonstrations in Gaw
Kadal area of Srinagar. On that day,
thousands of people had taken to
the streets in Srinagar against the
molestation of several women by
the troops on the previous night
during house raids in the city.

The bloodbath caused
resentment in Pakistan and the
ensuing 5th February was declared
as a solidarity day all across
the country. Since then, every
year, government and people of
Pakistan, at home and across the
world, have been observing the
day as Kashmir Solidarity Day to
express oneness and unity with
the oppressed people of occupied
Kashmir. This public holiday in
Pakistan is marked by seminars,
conferences and demonstrations
highlighting different aspects of
the Kashmir dispute and the gross
human rights violations being
committed by the Indian troops
in occupied Kashmir. The overseas
Pakistanis and Kashmiris organize
special events in world capitals
to remind the international
community of its responsibilities
towards settlement of the Kashmir
dispute for ensuring peace and
stability in the South Asian region.

History of Kashmir dispute

It is a historical fact that India
had illegally occupied Jammu and
Kashmir by landing its troops
in Srinagar on 27th October,
1947 against the wishes of the
Kashmiri people and in total
disregard to the Partition Plan
of the Indian subcontinent that
had resulted in the formation of
two new independent counties
- Pakistan and India. At the end
of British suzerainty over Indian
sub-continent in 1947, more than
550 Princely States had become
independent but with a choice
to accede either to Pakistan or
India. Being a Muslim-majority
state, Jammu and Kashmir had
a natural tendency to accede to
Pakistan, but the evil designs of
its Hindu ruler and the leaders
of Indian National Congress and
Britain destroyed the future of
the people of the territory thus

sowing the seeds of the Kashmir
dispute. India claims that it signed
‘Instrument of Accession, which
was drafted in Delhi and presented
to the then ruler of Jammu and
Kashmir, Maharaja Hari Singh, on
October 26. However, a prominent
British historian, Alistair Lamb,
challenging the Indian invasion in
Kashmir, in his book “The Birth of
Tragedy” wrote that the successive
events after the partition of the
united India strongly suggested
that the Indian troops had invaded
Kashmir prior to the signing of
the Instrument of Accession. He
believed that a signed instrument
of accession did not exist at all and
argued that due to this reason the
Indian government never made the
so-called document public either
officially or at any international
forum.

The people of Jammu and
Kashmir strongly resisted the
Indian occupation and launched a
mass struggle, liberating a vast area
now known as Azad Jammu and
Kashmir. Their resilience brought
India at the verge of defeat and it
sought the help of the international
community to settle the Kashmir
dispute. On 1st January 1948,
New Delhi approached the United
Nations Security Council, which
in its successive resolutions -
accepted by both Pakistan and
India - promised holding of a free
and impartial plebiscite under
the UN-supervision to enable the
Kashmiri people to decide their
future themselves. These UN
resolutions and the pledges made
by the Indian leadership remain
unimplemented even after the
passing of several decades.

Bonds between Pakistanis and
Kashmiris

Pakistan’s affinity with
the people of Kashmir can be
understood in the backdrop of
several reasons. Both share strong
bonds in respect of religion,
geography, culture and aspirations.
Since 1947, Indias  brutal
occupation has been the cause of
continued sufferings of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir. Due to
the atrocities of Indian troops,
hundreds of thousands of Kashmiri
people have migrated to Pakistan
from the occupied territory and
the main driving force behind
their movement has been their
strong emotional attachment to
the country. This affiliation has
been accepted even by the first
Prime Minister of India, Jawaharlal
Nehru. When asked a question in
1965 about holding of plebiscite
in Kashmir, he had responded,
“Kashmiris would vote to join
Pakistan and we would lose it. No
Indian government responsible
for agreeing to a plebiscite would
survive””

The passing of a resolution
by the genuine representatives
of Kashmiris in the meeting of
Muslim Conference Jammu and
Kashmir in Srinagar on 19th July
1947 is a strong evidence of the
ideological commonality between
Pakistan and Jammu and Kashmir
and showed that the Kashmiri
people had attached the future of
the territory with Pakistan. The
resolution declared that Jammu
and Kashmir would be a part of
Pakistan and this development
had happened about a month

before the creation of Pakistan.
The people of occupied Kashmir
have time and again showed their
attachment with Pakistan by
raising the slogans of “Long Live
Pakistan” and “We Want Pakistan”
They hoist Pakistani flags on the
national days of the country and
during anti-India demonstrations,
whereas they observe such days of
India as black days. Wrapping their
martyrs in Pakistani flags before
burial is a common practice of the
Kashmiris.

The matter of fact is that
both Pakistanis and Kashmiris
consider the Kashmir dispute as an
unfinished agenda of the partition
of the South Asian sub-continent in
1947 and the liberation struggle of
the people of Jammu and Kashmir
as an inseparable part of Pakistan
Movement.

Pakistan’s unflinching support

The leaders of Pakistan have
always represented the Kashmiris’
aspirations and never betrayed
the faith reposed on them by
the Kashmiri people. It was his
commitment to the interests of
the people of Kashmir that drove
father of the nation, Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, to
visit Jammu and Kashmir three
times before 1947. He had rightly
termed Kashmir as the “Jugular
Vein” of Pakistan. Former Prime
Minister, Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, had
vowed to wage a thousand-year
war for Kashmir. Prime Minister,
Shahid Khagan Abbasi, and
the Army Chief, Qamar Javed
Bajwa, are forcefully advocating
settlement of the conflict over
Kashmir in accordance with the
Kashmiris™ aspirations in line with
the relevant UN resolutions for
ensuring durable peace in South
Asia. It is a reality that despite
being the victim of Indian military
aggression for supporting the
Kashmiris during the past over
seven decades, Pakistan never
gave up its support to the Kashmir
cause and continues to advocate
resolution of the dispute to the
satisfaction of the Kashmiri people.

Indian state terrorism in IOK

New Delhi has exhausted all its
resources during the pastover seven
decades but has miserably failed to
intimidate the people of Jammu
and Kashmir into submission and
efface their love for Pakistan from
their hearts. On one hand, it wants
to compel Pakistan to give up its
support to the Kashmiri people,
while on the other, it has been
resorting to the worst kind of state
terrorism in occupied Kashmir.
Since 1989, when the people of
occupied Kashmir intensified their
freedom struggle, the Indian forces’
personnel enjoying unbridled
powers under the protection of
draconian laws like Armed Forces
Special Powers Act and Disturbed
Areas Act in the occupied territory
have martyred over ninety-four
thousand Kashmiris, widowed
more than twenty-two thousand
women, orphaned not less than
one hundred thousand children
and molested or gang-raped more
than eleven thousand Kashmiri
women. While the whereabouts
of thousands of innocent youth
subjected to disappearance in
custody remain untraced, the
shocking discovery of thousands
of mass graves across the occupied

territory has raised concerns
about the safety of the disappeared
persons.

In 2008, the people of occupied
Kashmir gave a new dimension
to their struggle to get rid of
Indian bondage. They started to
hit the streets in thousands and
demand their inalienable right to
self-determination in a peaceful
manner. This mass uprising
continued for three consecutive
years - some times the number of
peaceful protesters thronging the
streets of Srinagar surpassing one-
million mark. But most of the times,
Indian forces’ personnel responded
these peaceful demonstrators with
excessive use of brute force, killing
more than 200 people during this
period.

The extrajudicial murder of
popular youth leader, Burhan
Muzaffar Wani, on July 8, 2016
by the Indian troops provided a
fillip to the Kashmiris’ freedom
movement. Since then, the people
are taking to the streets in large
numbers in every nook and corner
of the occupied territory on daily
basis, demanding freedom from
Indian yoke. However, the Indian
police and troops continue to use
every brutal tactic against the
protesters. So far, 172 civilians have
beenkilledand 20,765 injured in the
firing of pellets, bullets and teargas
shells on the demonstrators. More
than 280 youth have lost their one
or both eyes to the pellet injuries
while around 1,000 are at the verge
of losing their eyesight. Hundreds
of people including Hurriyat
leaders have been put behind the
bars. However, all these brutalities
could not suppress the Kashmiris’
resolve and they are committed
to take their ongoing liberation
movement to its logical conclusion
at all costs. Unfortunately, instead
of respecting the aspirations of the
Kashmiri people, India alongside
continuing its state terrorism is
staging election dramasin occupied
Kashmir to mislead the world
opinion about the Kashmir dispute
and the prevailing deteriorating
human rights situation in the
occupied territory.

India’s new tactics

The present Indian government
led by Narendra Modi is hell-
bent upon the complete merger
of Jammu and Kashmir with India
and to change the Muslim majority

of occupied Kashmir into minority.
On one hand, it is using its judiciary
to abrogate Article 370 and Article
35-A of the Indian Constitution to
pave way for giving the citizenship
rights of Jammu and Kashmir to
the Indian citizens. On the other,
it is using its investigating agencies
like National Investigation
Agency (NIA) and Enforcement
Directorate to implicate Hurriyat
leaders, activists and pro-freedom
people in false cases to force the
Kashmiris into submission. Indian
designs to change demography of
Jammu and Kashmir are intended
to influence in its favour the results
of a referendum whenever it is
held in the territory. As such, the
move is against the very purpose
of the relevant UN resolutions.
Unfortunately, the international
community, particularly the UN,
is turning a blind eye to the India’s
actions in Kashmir resulting in
the continued sufferings of the
Kashmiri people.

Kashmir a flashpoint

Kashmir is a nuclear flashpoint
as it involves two nuclear-armed
neighbours - Pakistan and India.
It is the responsibility of the
world community to realize the
sensitivity of the matter. It must
take cognizance of the fact that
due to Indias unrealistic and
intransigent attitude, the peace and
stability of the entire South Asia
are at stake.

In view of the precarious nature
of situation where two nuclear-
armed neighbours are facing each
other, the international community
must take the situation seriously.
Besides, the future of millions
of Kashmiris is at stake owing
to the stubborn and inflexible
behaviour of India. 5th February is
a wake-up call for the international
community that it should employ
reason and solve this dispute. The
supreme sacrifices of Kashmiris
must not go unheard and waste.
The resolutions of the UN should
not be desecrated and the human
rights violations by India should
not be overlooked. 5th February
is a reminder, a stark reminder! It
should give message to the people
of Jammu and Kashmir that they
are not alone in their just struggle
and not only Pakistan, but the
entire peace and justice-loving
community of the world is with
them.
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REPORTEDLY the Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
talking to Times Now, an Indian
news channel said that Pakistan
and India had fought enough
and it was time for them to
get together to fight poverty,
illiteracy and disease, as by
fighting against them together
they could win faster. On the face
of it his observations sound good
and nobody in his right mind
can deny the indispensability
of bonhomie between the two
neighbours to change the fate of
the teeming millions on both sides
of the border, to ensure security
and stability in the region and to
realise the goal of shared economic
prosperity in the region.

But the question arises, does
he really mean it and has he done
anything during the last four
years to establish his credentials
as a promoter of peace in the
region and engaging Pakistan in
a meaningful dialogue to find an
amicable solution to the core issue
of Kashmir which is the real cause
of continued strained relations
between the two countries? The
answer unfortunately is in the
negative.

In the same interview he
impliedly claimed Kashmir as
an integral part of India when in
reply to a question on situation in
Kashmir and the need for dialogue
with the Kashmiris he reportedly
said “ dialogue does take place
with every Indian citizen and
it will continue” How can you
resolve an issue when you deny

its existence? Relations between
Pakistan and India are strained
because of the non-resolution
of the Kashmir dispute which
is an unfinished agenda of the
partition and over which the two
countries have fought three wars.
For reaching to a point where
the two countries can cooperate
with each other and make a new
beginning by burying the hatchet,
it is imperative to resolve the
Kashmir dispute in conformity
with the UN resolution and the
Indian commitments for allowing
the people of Kashmir to exercise
their right of self-determination.
The reality is that Pakistan
government has made several
positive overtures towards India
during the last four years to
choreograph ~ amity  between
the two countries convinced
of the ultimate inevitability of
ending mutual hostility, earning
the taunts of being excessively
pro-India by its detractors. But
instead of responding to those
initiatives in a positive way the
Modi government has upped
the ante against Pakistan and
has never let go an opportunity
at the global level to isolate her
besides making relentless efforts
to portray Pakistan as a state
sponsoring terrorism in the region
and beyond, which unfortunately
found some buyers like US and its
allies who seem to have closed their
eyes to what India was doing in
Kashmir and the acts of terrorism
that it has been sponsoring within
Pakistan  besides  fomenting
insurgency in Balochistan. The

arrest of Kalbhusan Yadav is a
ranting testimony of the Indian
involvement in acts of terrorism in
Pakistan. Dossiers on the Indian
involvement were handed over the
US and UN but to no effect.

India has kept the Line of
Control and working boundary
hot for the last more than one
year now. It committed nearly
three thousand violations of the
ceasefire agreement during the last
one year including 228 during the
last month resulting in 254 civilian
casualties.

The Indian stance on Kashmir
has no legal or moral basis as
the following developments
would prove. While accepting
the instrument of accession by
Maharaja provisionally, Governor
General of India Lord Mountbatten
said “The question of the States
accession should be settled by a
reference to the people” It is quite
evident that under the prevailing
circumstances it was a provisional
accession and the Governor
General intended to settle the
question of accession of the state
with the consent of the people of
Kashmir. Similar commitments
were made by the Indian leaders
and perhaps it would be pertinent
for the benefit of the readers to
make mention of some of them.

Mahatma Gandhi in a prayer
meeting on 26th October 1947
said “If the people of Kashmir are
in favour of opting for Pakistan,
no power on earth can stop them
from doing so. They should be
left free to decide for themselves”.
It is also worthwhile to mention

that even Jawahar Lal Nehru in
a telegram to the British Prime
Minister and repeated to Prime
Minister of Pakistan on 27th
October said “ Our view which
we have repeatedly made public
is that the question of accession in
my disputed territory or state must
be decided in accordance with
wishes of people and we adhere to
it” In yet another telegram to the
Prime Minister of Pakistan on 31st
October, Jawahar Lal Nehru said”
Leave the decision regarding the
future of this state to the people of
the state. It is not merely a promise
to your government but also to
the people of Kashmir and to the
world”

After the war between India
and Pakistan in 1948 over Kashmir,
the former took the matter to the
United Nations. The UN adopted 23
resolutions on the subject including
seeking cessation of hostilities
and settlement of the question of
accession through plebiscite held
under the auspices of the United
Nation. These resolutions made it
obligatory on Pakistan and India
to create condition for holding of
the plebiscite but unfortunately the
Indian non-cooperation did not
let that happen and the UNICEP
Chief Lord Owen Dixen a jurist
from Australia resigned as a protest
against the Indian attitude.

In the meanwhile, the Indian
government kept on repeating
its promises. As late as 18th May
1954, in a statement in the Indian
Council of States Nehru said “So
far as the government of India is
concerned, every assurance and

MR MODI IS NOT PROVING IT BY DEEDS.

international commitment in

regard to Kashmir stands”
However the Indian

government reneging on its

promises and commitments in
1957 had a resolution passed
by the constituent Assembly of
Occupied Kashmir for accession
of the state to India and also
incorporated it in the constitution
of the state. Both these moves were
categorically rejected by the UN
through its resolution numbers
91 and 122 unequivocally stating
that the question of accession
of Kashmir could not be settled
by any means other than the
plebiscite held under the auspices
of the UN. India paid no heed to
these resolutions and since then
is claiming that Kashmir was its
integral part. Indian intransigence
led to war between the two
countries in 1965 and 1971 after
which the two states singed Simla
Agreement in 1972 in which India
accepted Kashmir as a disputed
territory and along with Pakistan
committed to resolve the issue
through bilateral channels.

In view of the foregoing facts
and what India has been doing
under Modi he needs to be
reminded that he has to prove it
through deeds recognizing the
ground realities that he really
means what he has said.

The arrest of Kalbhusan Yadav
is a ranting testimony of the
Indian involvement in acts of
terrorism in Pakistan. Dossiers
on the Indian involvement were
handed over to the US and UN
but to no effect.
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Yetl Alrlines operates 7 Jetstream-41 advanced turbo prop alrcrafts catering to widest netwaork seciors every day.

Yeti Airlines

ol Allinea Domisiie Pl Ll Corporaie Difice: Tilgesga, Kathmandu, Tel: 4365388 Fax: 2465115 Reservations: SI64ETH (Hunting Line), Kabtvanda Alngert: S453900 Emal: rederaations Byetiaidine com
sBhadragun 023-455237« Bratragan 021-5365 12« Tumingtar: IR5-575 1 20 karakgun: 41-520047 « Bharmtpur: D56-523136+Pokhara: DEL-463E38+Bhalnhawa: 071-52750 T« Hepalgur|: DEL-52E556+ Dhangad]: 151-510004

For amy servioe suggestions, call 97714465888 {Ext. 671) or email us at fesdbackiEyetiairines.com
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