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India’s baseless opposition to CPEC

Regional development is
possible through CPEC if India
looks at this project through the
prism of development and not
enmity

Asia

India’s constant opposition
to China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) will not affect
the project in any way. It is
purely a development project
and there is no reason to restrain
the development work in the
disputed areas. India is reiterating
that CPEC passes through the
disputed area and is therefore a
serious concern for the country.

CPEC is a flagship project
of China’s One Belt One Road
Initiative which includes more
than 65 countries of the world
and it is not like a Multilateral
Export Control Regime ‘an
international body that states
use to organise their national
export control systems’/regime
like NSG in which a consensus
of the member countries is
needed for new developments.
Instead, the CPEC project is open
and inclusive and invites other
countries to invest for the mutual
benefit and shared prosperity of
the respective regions. Pakistan
and China are working on the

economic cooperative initiative
and it is backed by the UN and
several other countries of the
world which suggests it is not
directed against any third party.

Will the disputes between or
among countries obstruct the
overall development of the region
and the populace residing in
those areas?

India’s Ambassador to China
Gautam Bambawale said, “Beijing
should pay serious attention to
New Delhi’s concerns about the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) and not ignore them. The
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
passes through Indian-claimed
territory and hence violates our
territorial integrity. This is a major
problem for us.”

The CPEC project is open
and inclusive and invites other
countries to invest for mutual
benefit and shared prosperity of
the respective regions.

Since the introduction of this
project, these kinds of statements
have been up roaring on different
international or national forums
from the India’s Side. Despite
these stern statements, the
project has been progressing very
well. Moreover, the US has also
shown its weight behind India

by saying that it too believes the
route of corridor passes through
a disputed territory — a reference
to Northern areas of Pakistan.
The statement has come at a
time when Foreign Minister
Khawaja Asif was in Washington
and held series of talks with the
US officials to normalise the
tense relations. This new stance
has started another debate and
is undoubtedly going to further
damage the bilateral ties, as it is
profusely obvious now that US
envision a greater role for India in
the region.

Apart from the vicious
existence of terrorism in South
Asia, the Kashmir dispute
between Pakistan and India is
also the biggest hindrance for
any possibility of a large scale
of investment coming into the
region. India should be on the
front line to negotiate with
Pakistan to resolve this conflict
as a solution to the concern on
CPEC to promote prosperity and
development in that area because
the northern part of India
bordering Pakistan and Indian
Held Kashmir lacks the basic
infrastructure.

India’s perceived sense of
insecurity regarding this project

is that through CPEC the sources
and standards of livelihood of the
people living in Pakistan’s side of
Kashmir would be raised. This is
a serious anxiety in India as this
situation presents Pakistan’s GB
stark contrast to the situation
in Indian occupied Kashmir,
where the occupation forces
have unleashed a reign of terror
against innocent Kashmiris for
committing the ‘sin’ of demanding
legitimate socio-political rights.
China would not give up
CPEC just because of protests in
India. The Indian government
will not cease its developmental
activities in Arunachal Pradesh
either. But is it not important to
respect the voices of communities
residing in disputed territories as
a priority rather than following
the institutional norms in
developmental activities? From
inter-governmental institutions
like ADB/World Bank to each
country sharing disputed
territories like India or China or
Pakistan, it is foremost important
to stand up with rights to
development of communities.
Otherwise, Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) cannot
be considered ‘universal’. Indians
are only good in massacring its

own minority races like Sikhs and
Muslims.

In a nutshell, India’s regional
aspiration to contain China’s
growing regional influence
will not affect the latter’s
commitment towards CPEC. The
relations between India and
China often turned unfavourable
even when there was no CPEC.
India, being the major country of
the region, should play its part
towards the development of the
region by making peace with the
neighbouring states.

Lastly, if India is striving hard
by investing in Chabahar Port
and other initiatives, such as
its support to 116 influential
projects in 31 provinces in
Afghanistan, then why it is
protesting the developments
in the disputed areas through
which CPEC passes? These 116
India-sponsored projects will
cover hydropower construction,
farmland water conservation
projects and renewable energy
among others that will directly
affect lives of the common
people of Afghanistan. Regional
development is possible through
the CPEC if India looks at this
project through the prism of the
development and not enmity.

Kashmir- the subcontinent’s

Rahman

The permanent members of
UN Security Council must put
pressure on India to take steps for
the resolution of the longstanding
Kashmir issue. India must also be
stopped from using force against
the innocent Kashmiris demanding
freedom

The independence declared by
the British government through
India Independence Act 1947 will
remain incomplete if the problem
of Kashmir persists. Kashmiris
have been fighting against the
Indian occupation and sacrificing
their lives. The bleak aspect of
the problem is that the United
Kingdom, the United States and
other champions of human rights
and justice are silent over the
barbarism being perpetrated by the
Indian forces. The United Nations
has also failed to implement its
resolutions on the issue. Kashmir
has been bleeding for the last
seventy years, but world conscience
is still blind, deaf and dumb.

The British government
passed India Independence Act,
1947 in June, 1947. It permitted
the Princely States to join
either Dominion. According to
a report, Lord Mountbatten,
last Governor General of Indo-
Pak sub-continent, thought that
if the princely states remained
independent within the dominion,
it may lead to chaos and thus
made their accession a necessity
of the Indian Independence Act.
The people of Kashmir were
never allowed to exercise their
option of deciding their future as
provided in the Act. Since then,
the United Nations have passed
resolutions on different occasions
accepting the Kahsmiris’ right
of self-determination. India first
agreed and then turned away.

unfinished dispute

The first Prime Minister of India,
Jawaharlal Nehru wrote a telegram
to his Pakistani counterpart, Liagat
Ali Khan on October 28, 1947. He
stated, “In regard to accession also,
it has been made clear that this is
subject to reference to people of
the State and their decision.” India
did not stick to their words and
denied and deprived the people
of Kashmir from their right of self-
determination. India has been
projecting that after signing Simla
Agreement in 1972 and Lahore
Declaration in 1999, the problem
of Kashmir is not an international
issue but bilateral between India
and Pakistan. It may be appropriate
to examine aforementioned two
agreements in the light of the issue
under discussion. The Clause 1 and
2 of the Simla Agreement provides
“That the principles and purposes
of the Charter of the United
Nations shall govern the relations
between the two countries.
2) That the two countries are
resolved to settle their differences
by peaceful means through
bilateral negotiations or by any
other peaceful means mutually
agreed upon between them.
Pending the final settlement of
any of the problems between the
two countries, neither side shall
unilaterally alter the situation nor
shall both prevent the organisation,
assistance or encouragement
of any act detrimental to the
maintenance of peaceful and
harmonious relations.

The people of Kashmir were
never allowed to exercise their right
to decide their future as provided
in the Indian Independence Act

“The agreement clearly
mentions that differences shall be
resolved through bilateral or any
other peaceful means mutually
agreed upon, but such arrangement

shall be subject to the UN Charter.
Clause 6 of the Agreement
provides, “That in accordance with
the Charter of the United Nations,
they will refrain from the threat or
use of force against the territorial
integrity or political independence
of each other.”

The Lahore Declaration was
signed on the end of visit of
Indian Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpae to Pakistan in 1999. The
Declaration affirms to implement
Simla Agreement in letter and spirit
and both the governments agreed
“[they] shall intensify their efforts to
resolve allissues, including the issue
of Jammu and Kashmir” It further
provides “[Pakistan and India]
shall refrain from intervention and
interference in each other’s internal
affairs”The aforementioned two
agreements do not restrain the
United Nations from making efforts
of resolving the Kashmir issue. India
has continuously been threatening
territorial integrity and sovereignty
of Pakistan by opening firing on Line
of Control (LoC), using the land of
independent and sovereign country
of Afghanistan against Pakistan,
employing bilateral and multilateral
channels to build up pressure on
Pakistan and making tacit alliance
with various countries like Israel etc
to project India as spokesman of
the region of South Asia and power
of the Asian continent.

The increasing  closeness
between India and Israel may
be witnessed from the fact that
since its diplomatic relations with
Israel, Narendra Modi was the first
Prime Minister of India who visited
the friendly country in August
2017. Subsequently, Israeli Prime
Minister paid a six-day visit to
India in January. The Israeli prime
minister paid six days long visit to
India in January 2018. He was the

first Israeli leader to visit India.
This closeness between the two
countries is due to the following
factors. Firstly, the US, India and
Israel strategic partnership in
South Asia is aimed at containing
increasing influence of China in the
region. Secondly; the United States
and its allies view their interests
in jeopardy if China prevails in
South Asia, Central Asia and South
East Asia regions. It may influence
the trade routes near and around
the Persian Gulf. Currently, the
United States imports 20 per cent
oil of its requirements from the
Persian Gulf. Its other allies still
depend upon the oil of the Persian
Gulf to cater to their domestic
requirements. Thus, interests of
the US and other countries lie in
containment of China. Thirdly,
the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent
was partitioned on the basis of
the so-called two-nation theory.
Kashmir is the Muslim majority
territory. The Intifada launched by
the Kasmiris is last part of fighting
initiated on the basis of two-nation
theory in the British Indo-Pakistan
sub-continent. India and Israel
think that decision of Kashmiris
shall be against Indian occupation
and it may reinforce the faith of
the Muslims in two-nation theory.

Pakistan is nucleus of China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).
China and Pakistan have invited all
the countries to participate in it.
The US, India and other countries
look at CPEC with suspicious.
Probably they are afraid of
increasing influence of China on
trade routes of the Indian Ocean.
They want to contain Chinese
influence and develop counter
strategy.

Lastly, India and Israel want
to cooperate with each other to
make their defence strong vis-a-vis

neighboring countries. India does
not have any danger from Pakistan
as it possesses superiority in
conventionaland non-conventional
weapons over Pakistan. Same
is the case with Israel vis-a-vis
the Muslim countries. However,
after defeat in 1962 Sino-India
war, India has been continuously
building mountains of arms and
ammunition.

Pakistan had arrested RAW
agent Kulbhushun Jhadav who is
serving commander of the Indian
Navy. International community is
silent on this evidence of Indian
involvement in internal affairs of
Pakistan. Other regional countries
of South Asia also accuse India of
its involvement in their internal
affairs. But the ‘great’ global
powers are silent due to their
interests in the region of South
Asia and Asian continent.

It is positive and healthy
sign that government of Indian
occupied Kashmir has stated
that the problem may be solved
through talks with Pakistan. Former
Indian Occupied Kashmir (IOK)
chief minister Farooq Abdullah
has also held the same opinion.
War may increase or reduce the
bargaining position, but solution
to the outstanding problems lies
in dialogues. Latest global example
is withdrawal of the Soviet forces
from Afghanistan in 1988. The
indirect talks under the auspices
of the United Nations made it
possible. It was after a dialogue
that the Tamil rebels surrendered.

The permanent members of
UN Security Council must put
pressure on India to take steps for
the resolution of the longstanding
Kashmir issue. India must also be
stopped from using force against
the innocent Kashmiris demanding
freedom.
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Kashmir: A wanting LN role

Muhammad

ESTABLISHMENT of the United
Nations was a beacon of hope for
the entire world, which

witnessed the brutalities
of two world wars (WW-I and
WW-II). Article-1 of the UN
Charter clearly described the
right of self-determination as
basis of this world regulating
body (UN). The article says, “To
develop friendly relations among
nations based on respect for
the principle of equal rights and
self-determination of peoples,
and to take other appropriate
measures to strengthen universal
peace.” Starting from just 51
member states in October 1945,
today United Nations have 193
member states, all enjoying equal
rights and equal membership.
Right of self-determination was
the basis for this expansion in the
membership of UNO ever since
it was established on October
24, 1945. This world body
provided opportunities for all
these countries based on right of
self-determination, even without
having any UN resolution for
their independence.

Unfortunately, despite
having dozen of UN resolutions,
the United Nations could not
safeguard the right of self-
determination of the people of
Kashmir. After its illegal invasion

to Kashmir on October 27, 1947,
India referred the Kashmir case
to United Nations on January

1, 1948, thus making this world
body as a party to it. Thereafter
UN was to decide the fate of this
Princely state as per its Charter
and will of the people. UN rightly
passed resolutions for granting
the right of self-determination
to people of Kashmir. Two UNCIP
resolutions (August 13, 1948
and January 5, 1949) clearly
laid-down the formula for the
resolution of Kashmir dispute.
India, however, did not honour
the UN resolutions and its
commitments with people of
Kashmir. Since India took the
dispute to UN, but surprisingly,
in later years (after mid 1950s),
it tried to relegate the UN role
over the resolution of Kashmir
dispute. Since 1972, India even
blocked the ‘United Nations
Military Observer Group in India
and Pakistan (UNMOGIP), to
visit the Line of Control (LoC)
for monitoring the ceasefire
violations between the Indo-Pak
militaries.

It is to be noted that,
UNMOGIP was established in
1951, through UNSC Resolution
number 91. It was in succession
of UN Resolutions; 39 (1948)
and 47 (1948), establishment
and enlargement of United

Nations Commission for India
and Pakistan (UNCIP) to observe
ceasefire in the disputed state
of Jammu and Kashmir. Earlier
India and Pakistan signed
Karachi Agreement, allowing
supervision of ceasefire line by
UN Observers in March 1951.
Since its establishment in 1951,
UNMOGIP has been performing
its assignments efficiently in line
with the UN mandate.

After taking over power,
Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi took some of drastic steps
to further undermine the UN
and UNMOGIP over Kashmir.
Since India is against any role of
UN and UNMOGIP on Kashmir,
therefore, it is all out to do away
with the presence of UNMOGIP
in India and Pakistan. In this
context, on January 30, 2013,
once Pakistan demanded the
investigation of LoC violations
through this neutral group
of military observers, India
refused. So much so, over a
debate between Pakistani and
Indian representatives in UN
about the deployment and
role of UNMOGIP, the Indian
Permanent Representative to
the UN, Mr Hardeep Singh Puri
said that, “UNMOGIP’s role
had been ‘overtaken’ by the
1972 Simla Agreement.” This
indeed is a misquoting and

misleading by India. The fact of
the matter is, UN Charter and
UN resolutions hold good over
the Kashmir dispute, despite
Simla or any agreement. Even
the opening statement of the
Simla Agreement states, “That
the principles and purposes
of the Charter of the United
Nations shall govern the relations
between the two countries.”
How can India undermine
the UN role or the role of
UNMOGIP? Mr Martin Nesirky,
the spokesperson of the UN
Secretary General clarified
that, “UNMOGIP can only be
terminated by a decision of the
Security Council” rather by the
assertion of one party (India).
Today, the people of Kashmir
question UN Character and
UN resolutions over Kashmir.
Was this all meant to linger on
the settlement of dispute and
benefit the India or a serious
effort. Indeed, analysing from
the tangibles, one can clearly
declare the UN as having double
standards in dealing with serious
issues like Kashmir. Kashmiri feel
that, perhaps, it was due to the
apathy on the part of the UN that
emboldened New Delhi to annex
that disputed territory forcefully.
Even Chapter VI does stop
a forceful UN role. Article 33
and 34 of the UN Charter states

that “any dispute that is likely to
endanger the maintenance of
international peace and security
should first be addressed through
negotiation, mediation or other
peaceful means, and states that
the Council can call on the parties
to use such means to settle
their dispute.” In case of non-
settlement, the dispute can be
referred to UNSC for settlement.
UN Article 34, empowers the
Security Council to investigate
any dispute, or any situation that
is likely to endanger international
peace and security. The nuclear
dimension of the Kashmir dispute
clearly speaks of an immediate
role by UNSC for priority
settlement of Kashmir dispute, as
it endangers the peace in South
Asia and in fact the global peace.
There is need that UN
should seriously revisit its
role over the future status of
Kashmir and give Kashmiris
their right, as granted in its
Charter and resolutions. The
international community and
major powers have to reawaken
their conscious. India should
stop violations of human rights
and respect UN Charter and its
resolutions on the settlement of
the dispute. Kashmir belongs to
Kashmiris and India should stop
harping on its misleading slogan
of calling it as its integral part.
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Yetl Alrlines operates 7 Jetstream-41 advanced turbo prop alrcrafts catering to widest netwaork seciors every day.
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Yeti Airlines

ol Allinea Domisiie Pl Ll Corporaie Difice: Tilgesga, Kathmandu, Tel: 4365388 Fax: 2465115 Reservations: SI64ETH (Hunting Line), Kabtvanda Alngert: S453900 Emal: rederaations Byetiaidine com
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For amy servioe suggestions, call 97714465888 {Ext. 671) or email us at fesdbackiEyetiairines.com
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