/ ABHIYAN LLUEEKLY |

abhiyan.weekly@yahoo.com
a3y / 3P0 / 008 T RA I YHIR / 5lan, 2018 /

Hifdenor! Joaid el
HRAoTCTTS GaTd

PEANEIC
fates F9= W@ WS S AR g BIal
g o MmN wEguIfie e fae
SRR AMEe! HASl=dG TG SHUT TS
AT X NG UEISGNIEwad Aaoi«e S
IRIY JIARY GS WUH B | SRS IS

preqer | g R

e fdb aifgena!

Freael | Sl fRew gove W=l ARken

T 7 | ARke® JgEe ko se ge
e ? Afeer geve JREel Rad dad
ARG Gl ° AlRSNS Ul AfeeT drThaR
Hfze do-, TN Rads! 97 uff AT | TR
2 fegd oo 7G| S Ted) AT |

fegg 4, Ifgy daes Afeaame S
TS, Tl IO | IFANY A T ERARIS

> it & U5

3TTITTeT ITATg b JaTTSS AT Ufol
www.abhiyanweekly.com

nnivan weeiws QTCATIEED

AT F. 90/~

PHrore! |

AP 2T

| 7£9 X GGRUREM®! dBHaRy HoToON=IH

T G & gRen die ¥ X gelel I g,
ﬁmﬁmﬁeﬁwimm

WFR, 998 I YU gAE GO WR IO
FHHATIITST B ARCITAD! G1d dfol B | AT FaweIm

a1 dItc

AFANIRGS WA FhR IR
B | A ITT|® ABT- UG
oG 81, IS ggd ol |
TERTST 2 B #e X GgRuURaHd!

s yHUET B | @ STars
IRl RigeaRafs Rae
o ¥ ot eRiegssew
o g~ aSH B | YIRS
TEN WA I8 TR UETEES
AAE oy R |

> gidt T U5

RSIA=d] I/ ISR g 9l A uf uie &

Gotgwo! dlfocd! BRUT ot egHord

UGRT YdAD! FRIRbdI d1dT JodeHs 3 aIed

POl | YIS IR TEIGY
TSI UeW yHEdl fAgRe T
I TP SRUME ISl Al
fawrar weafa @ ofg o i
LG B G ) 12 S O L
AGUT ARG ARNER Bwo
gd fawgmr el Afwufs gow
T X UQYD] SRR RIS
dq™ v anp URer I TR
B | faem smre eI
e o= Ay 9=

YRl B | o= s R am
TEEHET  AAEee  UfafAERTT®!
FAGUREG qhd] IR ThIS
YT T EReR g9 fAufs

|1 W=

IFIR ey Fwie Aaramufear
wATguIfeTHe! IR o T+

IR 3T D

IRY NBT B |

[N SAISE ERCIC] ‘IOGI'\"I"ICOIS;

T%e  HUB X
I e g IRSH
TR WP IO IJEaD
IRY  MSY HaH  fRawr g

A~ RIS

TRA | W GG [er
HUPH! X UG HAOIS FaHl J=are+
R PHOR FAEIeR IR TR AHAT
PR IS
O | RIS T Wi I U IgaR

SIGI\’)":]L{'\'i STARY DI

> qior T Yara

FISEFEA T AR A (da1e

PEAS | WIRS Tad U@ <
IR IO A TR IRUE
FITTT @I TG HUD THUT TATS W
UfSenl T WM 5D B | DE G
RS THU TGS AT DUl NSO
YRILEIGY A1 TJead] WRPRS [1G<h
TP Yo THEEHAC MGREES AU
qfS |EIe wUd STEY RS Y |
faem smire Toble afaffees
JReITH] FHIGUIIS dhe] Ad aRom
U RO T WRGR TSP d1e
Yol ST DT TS Ufsen] T
WHRD! TR U A9 91 o |

AT |91 o9 AR SRR
IgUfiEe YAMNGRY Woufs  fated
IR THEG  USW TgE A
WHROTS T TREP B W U

I
mﬁ%ﬂm

FeArel | uffER X geNTTe
et a1 U@ W S A g]I
T O §Ad U9 TgEdl ke gd
aHe! B | Fatem SRR g3 |
TITdDh®] Aol SMEaREw®! AT
AEife TRUN eNe aen
AR A I TEHI GEIGUIID  THH
faorl SHEIRESD! TGS FaATSID
™ "edl vY | faem smres
LN G B | oS L SR G
IHEIREHD! AFES! AESAS T G
AR TIYU GRS FTgaTirs
TheT ISl SWeaREw®!  AHES!
AEGE® T IS TS ATaTIHAl
WP B UL X WY HYDH! gawen
ITIR 4 WARI IRAYDT B |

R dEw W9Ee e
ey {9 X gRIARTeRE SFNee
W e IRUP B Y dfuEd
yfaffeymr affa wum |fkere
SuRefd 33 uftea garegue erawen

> it § Yram

TV Bowe A TRUD IS A av@

asmm@%aﬁm@ﬁ‘ala‘ﬂ@w‘m

E?f | IS TRBR B TSTS ARBRAT

uRuma vuufs e BH B dRG

> df®t T U5

gIec ¢SSl

3[hl m&ﬁa P13

FEAREl | IS S T
QYEHO HO YNGRl JIWMHT e
Qr:":ﬁ Cb‘-ﬁ‘(%l"l(') RYDPI] AT AFHARDI
7o fIfy Ao ™ ua@a B |
FURTAGE BN e A=reudre
qfHfegd Prer IgaR 76 @R IR
fafy e ™ R 9w sgERr
g3 7o WRE WP B | WIR
IS 7S TATE AU HUNITS
JFEFfT 7o WRE IR HEHors
s ™ ouee FURITE IS
TEH B |

FUNTFS  Rie g HEe
I THIRET Hehe AMe g8 AR
TRfAE Ao emad IR s T

ISP B | HYDS ISM AS Bl
dUR ARl WUPT ATl UIeuis
FUNTAS e AT 76 @R TR

faf>r fAaRTT 79 o R B | HURIHGT
> qidl T Uzt

39 d I8 fQae

fogue Rrn | 9, wafea aRere
ARG ST eagfyg  9Qus
gt o g % qou oA I@ U
He YIS BN UHI RN &

B | AEAeR dREId IRSH
fmdseTaa s/ T MerEwRde

Bl | T FEREA IO w0 R
AT & §B ?

1?

BH Ol JO& oiel 9gAd U

BRY T W KT TEAN AP
X aifER el B | e

Afgcre anfeAr I B & S
qeugfg TRue & | e ay &=

el ift o1 ggaw afirea
T 3 AMRAT GGDhd! I IO

Ifyr qeugfe Reufs s U9,

gars Bl BN U RO AT O

feoe 3 Afedom cer e U
I G Ubee WET gfififore]
y B A BaE s ufafoex
3 WY 9eEYd B | 9@ WieReEy
Jual fh, @ sruEwEd  geieier
qgig TRYU® gaFiomaa o
AUST ST |

¥, A T TSl U AH
B | IgaH g IRE AueEeers

YUP! B |39 %01 T e s
AU P! WO B AR AT
R &0 | s o= g7 & R
TS, e RIS BIGHTSIHT Gl
EERR AR AN 6 | )
Ay HEarTe TN SR TRIEH
T IR U< e | eRniq, el
T oW, W ¥ iy uae
RO, TR JfSEa@ ey
T fEREe aEarEs  foges

WRHRS AT IS ISR HAED
FAEHT WYY, @ QR URRE
ITRORE® TS TRR 316 BT Hisior
7o e dem ? wfdder ol
AR B | 3nF Uplad 9
I MBI U N R Shifeua
yeeEwed faodlies, AEarEmEea
PG TOoES ST 9 7 T d
THIos  OHgdE IRAT W&
ufga,  em-emHAl o€,  Wwmfd,
dfRars, 9w et sk
Haglvl fAebree! urs Sebrgya! © |
e FHEH gd ghre, 79 (?)

> it § Uran




018 T 29 I FhEIR

3t

CPEC as Digital Silk Road
Belt and Road Initiative

Yassir

In the backdrop of the 4th
World Internet Conference held in
China envisioning Digital Silk Road
along Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) routes, China Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) is
making its inroads to emerge as
high tech digital corridor.

As BRI aims to lay down the
network of highways, railways,
seaways, airways, bridges and
ports, the Digital Silk Road along
the CPEC route will develop
cyber-ways and internet highway
infrastructure for Information &
communication Technology (ICT)
at the cost of $ 44 million. By
constructing digital infrastructure
in cyberspace, CPEC will not only
be connected to China but also
will link up to 65 countries located
on the Silk Road Economic Belt,
spreading across Central Asia and
Europe, and the 21st Century
Maritime Silk Road, running
through Southeast Asia, Africa
and Europe.

CPEC gears up to go digital
with the projects of fibre optic
cable, a new submarine landing
station for internet traffic flow,
and digital TV for all.

With laying down digital
fiber optic cabal, according to
the Long Term Plan negotiated

by Beijing and Islamabad, CPEC
will become the part of digital
information society collaborating
telecommunication, internet
technology infrastructure,
e-commerce, pool resources,
smart cities, e-services,
e-businesses and e-markets.

China has underscored the
need for Digital Silk Road in its
March 2015 White Paper that
illustrated BRI’s digital vision.

It took stock of laying down
cross-border optical cables and
expansion of communications
networks to create an
‘Information Silk Road’. In the
recent Belt and Road Forum held
in May 2017, joint communiqué
called for digital connectivity for
BRI countries including Pakistan
in a bid to revamp e-commerce,
digital economy, smart cities
and science and technology
parks’ under bilateral, triangular,
regional and multilateral
cooperation frameworks.

Guo Huadong, an academician
at the Institute of Remote Sensing
and Digital Earth at the Chinese
Academy of Sciences, touted
Information Silk Road as a digital
version of the Belt and Road
Initiative.

In my perspective, Pakistan is
all set to benefit this e-initiative

programmed to be implemented
in phases. Digital Silk Road will
strive to establish supportive
infrastructure, employment
of personnel, and striking
partnership deals among
countries within the framework
of the Belt and Road Initiative.
It will construct data collection
and sharing mechanisms in the
cyberworld to achieve sustainable
development goals. Exploiting
satellite technology to monitor
weather, land use practices, urban
settlements and natural resources
management, CPEC will be well
equipped to cope with social,
economic and environmental
challenges, such as ecological
disasters like droughts and floods.

In pursuing the project of
Digital Silk Road, some progress
is already in sight along the BRI
countries. In Africa, Chinese
telecommunications giant Huawei
has joined the Exim Bank of China
to impart technical expertise and
invest $1 billion to hike internet
connectivity in Cameroon, Kenya,
Zimbabwe, Togo, and Niger. In
Uganda, Huawei rolled out its
‘Seeds for the Future’ program to
send talented college students to
China for ICT training.

In Bangladesh, the Xi Jinping
administration vowed to invest

CPEC and the Silk

Road

BRI is gold mine for Pakistan
and the South Asian region. BRls,
CPEC project would make Pakistan
able to use for its advantage,
there is a fortune to be made in
trade and the industrial market
through one of its lesser known
projects. This is the Silk Road
Rail Network (SSRN), also known
as the Eurasian Rail Project or
Eurasian trans-continental rail
transport network. It is meant to
link Pakistan to Eurasian countries;
including Myanmar, Bangladesh,
India, Turkey and Germany as part
of China’s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI). This massive overland
railroad which will stretch from
Myanmar to Germany only exists
on paper today, but it is highly
likely that it will see the light of
day soon as the practical and
theoretical issues associated with
it have been smoothed out.

Robust and reliable freight
routes will help cut transportation
cost, save time and ease mobility.
China and the Eurasian countries,
which include Pakistan, will be able
to exploit the SRRN and rejuvenate
their economies and change
the fate of the entire Eurasian
landmass. 80 percent of global
trade is currently executed through
sea due to a lack of rail networks
across the world. Once the SRRN
is completed, global trade will be
revolutionised. China Railways has
already published its master plan
for the SRRN, outlining all emerging
rail routes. The railway will start
at Kunming, the capital of China’s
western Yunnan province and
connect Myanmar, Bangladesh,
India, Pakistan, Iran and Turkey
before ending in the heart of
Europe at Hamburg.

However, this project does not
include the 1800 kilometre long
rail line between Pakistan and
China, which is specifically a part

of CPEC. The SRRN is part of the
Silk Road Train. There is already
optimism regarding this plan,
because freight trains have already
journeyed from China to Europe in
the recent past. 7500 mile long rail
links are already operating within
Suzhou, a major city in the South
Eastern Jiangsu province, which
leads to Warsaw.

80 percent of global trade is
currently executed through sea
due to a lack of rail networks
across the world. Once the SRRN
is complete, global trade will be
revolutionised. China Railways
has already published its master
plan for the SRRN, outlining all
emerging rail routes. The railway
will start at Kunming, the capital
of China’s western Yunnan
province and connect Myanmar,
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, Iran
and Turkey before ending in the
heart of Europe at Hamburg

There are also railways which
go from Lianygang to Rotterdam,
Chengdu to Lodz, Chongging to
Duisburg, Yiwu to Madrid and
Zhengzhou to Hamburg. Currently,
these trains move along one of
two main routes: either they go
north from China to link with
Russias Trans-Siberian network or
they travel west across Kazakhstan
and feed into the Trans-Siberian
at Yekaterinburg which divides
Europe and Asia.

After the China-Madrid rail
connection, the China-London
route has been gaining traction.
This is the second longest rail
route conceived in history. It
journeyed from China to the UK,
reaching Barking’s Eurohub freight
terminal in London in January
2017. The train is famous by the
name of ‘East Wind’, getting its
inspiration from Chairman Mao
who once claimed that “The
East Wind shall prevail over the

Rail Network

West.” This train made London
the fifteenth European city with
direct rail links to China. Last
month, the first freight train set off
from Standord-le-Hope, Essec for
Yiwu in Zhejiang province, China.
As Brexit looms, British Prime
Minister Theresa May is likely
hoping trade ties between the UK
and China continue to improve.

The train starts its journey
from Zhengzhou, which is located
on the southern banks of the
Yellow River. Once it was known as
one of the eight ancient capitals
of China, home to the famous
Shaolin Monastery. Being a leading
national railway hub, it has easy
access to Beijing and some other
regions by high speed train.

Passing through Baoji, Tianshui,
Lanzhou and Zhanye, renowned
cities for China huge industrial belt,
it reaches at Xinjiang, old route
of Silk Road trade that linked to
Middle East. This ancient route’
footprints may be found easily by
moving into its traditional open-air
bazaars of the oasis cities of Hotan
and Kashgar. Making headways,
train has a route of the old Kazakh
capital Almaty, and Astana,
Kazakhstan’s modern capital.
After penetrating into Russia, train
accesses to Yekaterinburg, Russia’s
fourth-largest city. It is place of Ural
mountain range considered as the
boundary between Europe and Asia.

Before The Silk Road Rail
Network made the world sit up
and take notice, some initiatives
had taken shape in form of “The
Trans-Siberian”. After this, various
rail routes came into play between
East and West. As a major part of
the Silk Road Economic Belt, the
overland segment of China’s BRI,
direct cargo trains are frequently
moving between China and
Europe.

Yassir

in the Sarker-3 project to

initiate a public network linking
government agencies and

the MoTN project to improve
telecommunications affordability
and density. Huawei, the biggest
telecommunications and network
equipment and services providers
in China, has also joined the
game, generating around 55
percent of total revenue from its
overseas businesses. Companies
like Huawei have set sights on
CPEC to roar its e-business.

Meanwhile, China and Russia
have teamed up to build overland
cable links between Asia and
Europe, including the world’s
longest Trans-Europe Asia cable
link. Other projects include the
Europe-Russia-Mongolia-China
network, the Trans Eurasian
Information Superhighway and
the Diverse Route for European
and Asian Markets.

CPEC’s digital Silk Road will
also develop a ‘space-based Silk
Road’ by deepening cooperation
in satellite services with BRI
countries. A space policy paper
prepared by the State Council
Information Office in 2016
denotes how China envisions
setting up Space Information
Corridor along the BRI routes
especially CPEC in the next five

years. Beidou satellite network,
providing digital information
for the roads, railways, ports
and industrial parks, may come
into action on a limited scale in
other Belt and Road countries
by 2018.

Alibaba’s founder Jack Ma
during an International Economic
Forum in Russia asserted that
‘the most important region for
his company is OBOR places like
CPEC. In 2016, Alibaba acquired
Lazada, a big e-commerce firm
in Southeast Asia. Earlier in
2017, the company teamed up
with the Malaysian government
to create the first Digital Free
Trade Zone (DFTZ) by 2019. Mr
Ma mentioned on a Forum “we
should transfer the silk road
to an e-road’. Bearing in mind
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), flagship project of BRI,
Alibaba signed a MoU with
Pakistan to potentially lead to an
investment of approximately $400
million in Pakistan’s e-commerce
sector.

There is a believe that the
physical and digital highways
laced with technologies on CPEC
may be capitalized to optimum
level only if public and private
sectors are trained on how to
operate online.
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The Jadhav episode

Muhammad

PAKISTAN made a good
humanitarian gesture on December
25, 2017 by allowing a meeting,
held in Islamabad, of convicted
Indian spy Kulbhushan Jadhav
with his mother and wife. The
two Foreign Ministries held prior
consultations about arrangements
for the meeting. Security was a
paramount consideration for the
Pakistani side, since any lapse
could have led to unpredictable
consequences. Pakistan offered
such a humanitarian gesture,
based on the golden principles of
Islam, the ideology of Pakistan,
India is portraying it depressingly.

According to Islamabad, the
Indian side had not raised any
objection to these arrangements.
However, a meeting that should
have generated goodwill has
instead become one more issue
of contention between India and
Pakistan. Though seventy vyears
have passed independence, the
India continue to display a woeful
lack of maturityin handling bilateral
relations through surliness and
ill-will even when an opportunity
comes for an improvement in
relations.

In this particular case, the main
blame must be placed on India,
though perhaps the Pakistani side
could also have shown greater
sensitivity. It is not clear as to
what was the security need in
asking these women to take off
their bindi and mangal sutra. The
bindi is a red dot on the forehead,

whereas mangal sutra is a thread
in necklace worn by a Hindu wife
as symbol of her marriage. But
this particular controversy seems
trivial, since the real point of the
exercise was Pakistan’s gesture to
allow Jadhav’s meeting with his
wife and mother in the expectation
that this would be appreciated as
a gesture of goodwill. Pakistan
was not obliged to arrange such
a meeting for a convicted spy and
terrorist. There has never been a
reported case when India allowed
the wife or mother of a Pakistani
prisoner in India to have such a
meeting.

Even while the meeting with
Jadhav was taking place, the Indian
media was already decrying it as a
‘public relations ploy’ by Pakistan.
After details of the meeting
emerged, following return of the
two women to India, the Indian
government and media launched
an all-out venomous attack on
Pakistan. Indian Minister for
External Affairs Sushma Swaraj
accused Pakistan of violating the
terms of understanding regarding
arrangements for this meeting. She
could not find ‘enough words to
condemn the obnoxious behaviour
of Pakistan.” The Indian media, true
to form, found fresh ammunition
to stir hatred against Pakistan.
The most shocking statement
came from ruling BJP party leader
Subramanian Swamy who said
that ‘India should go to war with
Pakistan and tear it into four parts
to teach it a lesson.” He added

that only splitting Pakistan into
four pieces was the ‘permanent
solution” to the problem. He
wanted India to ‘avenge the
removal of mangal sutra from
Jadhav’s wife!

Pakistan Foreign Minister
Khwaja Asif later defended the
security procedures which he said
had been bilaterally agreed with
India. He noted that the meeting
initially scheduled for 30 minutes
was extended to 40 minutes on
request of the family. Asif said
that Pakistan had been ‘open
and transparent throughout the
meeting” He added that ‘we do
not wish to indulge in fallacious
accusations and blame game
and should focus on the bigger
positive outcome that the meeting
happened, despite immense
challenges and  impediments,
instead of distortion of facts and
baseless propaganda, which vitiates
the atmosphere and is counter-
productive.” Asif said that Jadhav’s
family members were treated
with ‘respect and dignity’ and the
change of clothes and removal
of jewellery and ornaments was
purely for security considerations.
Shoes of Jadhav's wife were
retained because a metal chip was
found in one of them, which was
being analysed. A Pakistan Foreign
Office spokesman also said that ‘the
visit has become more about the
show and less about the meeting.
It was notable that Jadhav’s mother
thanked Pakistan after the meeting.
Jadhav also said the same thing in

Indian security forces using
chemical weapons in Kashmir

INDIA'S  persistent use  of
chemical weapons to annihilate
the Muslim inhabitants of Indian
Occupied Kashmir (IOK) is assuming
alarming proportions. In July 2017,
Pakistan’s ministry of foreign affairs
spokesperson Nafees Zakaria had
accused Indian security forces of
using deadly chemical weapons to kill
Kashmiris and destroy their properties
in IOK. The accusation was based on
the discovery of charred bodies of
Kashmiri youth, extensively burnt and
beyond visual recognition, found in
the debris of five houses destroyed
by Indian forces at Bahmnoo and
Kakapora in Pulwama. This level of
combustion can only be achieved
through the use of chemical weapons.
There are reports of similar heinous
attacks committed by the Indian Army
at different locations.

Indian Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) had rubbished Pakistan’s
accusation; instead it level charges
against Pakistan, claiming thatjihadist
outfits like Hizb-ul Mujahedeen
and Jaish-i-Muhammad are being
provided chemical weapons. Some
Indian TV Channels were prompted
to spin webs of conspiracy theories
that twenty Pakistan Army officers
have received training from China
in the use of chemical and biological
weapons and are being deployed
along the Line of Control (LoC) to
wreak havocin IOK. To add a macabre
twist to the plot, it was maliciously
advocated that the jihadists plan
to launch a spate of chemical and
biological weapons (CBWs) attacks
in 10K, which will culminate in a
major assault at New Delhi on India’s
national day: 26 January 2018. Saner
elements in Indian media did not
give credence to the implausible plot
and the story apparently died down.

On the UN designated
International Human Rights Day,
10 December 2017, Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK) President Sardar
Masood Khan claimed that Indian
security forces are using “chemical
weapons” against civilians in IOK. He

stated that the demographics in IHK
are being manipulated with an ulterior
motive to harm Kashmiris’ freedom
struggle. Narendra Modi, ever since he
came into power in 2014, is executing
an odious plan to exterminate the
Muslims in IOK and replace them with
Hindus so that Indian claim on Kashmir
gains credence. This is not the first
time that Indian Security Forces have
been accused of using chemical and
biological weapons in 10K. According
to the International Herald Tribune,
in 1999, Pakistan had approached the
UN regarding the serious violation of
international Laws. India had not only
denied the charge vehemently, but in
response to a note verbal of the UN
Secretary General on the subject of
chemical weapons, India declared that
it did not possess chemical weapons.

It is pertinent to mention here that
the use of chemical incendiaries against
civilians is contrary to international
law. Both Pakistan and India are
signatories to the Chemical Weapon
Convention (CWC), which came into
force in 1997 and has been signed
by 192 states. CWC comprehensively
prohibits the wuse, development,
production, stockpiling and transfer of
chemical weapons. Any chemical used
for warfare is considered a chemical
weapon by the convention, which
prohibits the use of chemical weapons
not only in international armed
conflicts but also domestic armed
conflicts in all circumstances. The use
of chemical weapons in a widespread
and systematic attack against a civilian
population is a crime against humanity.
If done with intent to destroy, in whole
or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or
religious group, it is genocide which
itself is an international crime.

As a responsible state, Pakistan
actively subscribes to treaties
banning CBWs. Islamabad has been
committed to ensure that it does
not develop, stockpile or use these
weapons, nor has it ever been
found in violation of its obligations.
Currently there are two countries,
Israel and India that are consistently

using oppression, force and brutal
methods to suppress just movements
for freedom. In this age of information
technology and media transparency,
gross violations of comprehensive
international treaties banning CBWSs
are well documented and propagated
by human rights organisations.
Unfortunately, both India and lIsrael
are partners in the crimes against
humanity; one is tormenting the
Kashmiris while the other persistently
tortures Palestinians. Their modus
operandi is similar and perhaps they
exchange notes as well as technology
to brutalize humankind. The Israelis
introduced the use of pellet guns
to fire at the protesting Palestinian
youth. The pellet gun does not kill the
target instantly but when aimed at
the face, permanently blinds him or
her. Indians have been using the same
weapon in 10K since July 8, 2016, the
assassination of popular youth leader
Burhan Wani. The vicious slaying of
Wani propelled thousands of Kashmiri
youth to come out into the streets in
I0K in protest. Over 200 Kashmiri
youth have been martyred while
nearly 3,500 have been permanently
blinded with the use of pellet guns in
the last 18 months.

Likewise, Israeli use of CBWs
against Palestinians in recent times is
well documented. The 71-page report
‘Rain of Fire: Israel’s Unlawful Use of
White Phosphorus in Gaza’ by Human
Rights Watch, discloses that Israeli
security forces frequently use white
phosphorus in 155mm artillery shells
to fire airbursts in and near populated
areas. Each airburst shell spreads 116
burning white phosphorus wedgesina
radius extending up to 125m from the
blast point. White phosphorus ignites
and burns on contact with oxygen,
and continues burning at up to 816
degrees Celsius until nothing is left or
the oxygen supply is cut. When white
phosphorus comes into contact with
skin it creates intense and persistent
burns. It is time Indian intransigence
is exposed internationally.

Muhammad

a video recording in which he again
confessed his guilt in carrying out
subversion and terrorism in Pakistan
over a period of several years.

India continues to insist that
Commander Kulbhoshan Jadhav
is a retired Indian Navy officer
who had set up his own business
at the lIranian port of Chabahar,
from where he was kidnapped and
brought to Pakistan. They have failed
to provide plausible response to why
he was travelling on a genuine Indian
Passport bearing a Muslim name.
Neither do they give credence to
his sworn confession of trying to
disrupt the China Pakistan Economic
Corridor and the thousands of lives
taken by his terror network in the
shape of sabotage, insurgency and
ethnic strife.

This latest episode has shown
once again that the present ruling
party in India has no interest in
improving Indo-Pakistan relations.
It is an ideologically-driven party
which is anti-Pakistan and anti-
Muslim. This stance has won it
support in election after election,
making Pakistan-bashing a useful
tool in electoral politics. It follows,
therefore, that Pakistan need not
waste its energy in making any
peaceful gestures towards India
till some new thinking emerges in
that country or a new leadership
takes over. That might not happen
anytime soon, but diplomacy
is a long-term process in which
patience is a virtue.

However, it does seem
necessary to make people like

Subramanian Swamy aware that
‘tearing Pakistan into four pieces’
and any war with Pakistan would
be a prescription for India’s own
nuclear destruction, with losses
running into millions. No doubt,
such a war would be mutually-
suicidal and Pakistan has no
intention to start such a war. But
it seems that there are circles in
India, in government and in media,
which are unaware of the hard
reality that Pakistan is a nuclear
power with missile capability. In
case of war, it can destroy each
major city in India, within hours.
While sabre-rattling is not a
desirable thing for any state, there
are times when a display of power
can help ensure peace by removing
primeval war-mongering instincts
and serious misconceptions.
It needs to be recalled that,
since independence, India has
repeatedly used force as an
instrument of state policy, be
it in Kashmir, Hyderabad, Goa
or East Pakistan. Countries like
Afghanistan and Bangladesh
should also understand that it is
Pakistan alone that stands in the
way of Indian hegemonic instincts
towards its smaller neighbours.

This is very unfortunate that,
India leadership has a very narrow
mindset, not commensurating
its sheer size; the landmass and
size of population. On its part,
Pakistan has proved its worth as a
cooperative state with permissive
leadership and a futuristic and
forward looking country.
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Yetl Alrlines operates 7 Jetstream-41 advanced turbo prop alrcrafts catering to widest netwaork seciors every day.
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Yeti Airlines

ol Allinea Domisiie Pl Ll Corporaie Difice: Tilgesga, Kathmandu, Tel: 4365388 Fax: 2465115 Reservations: SI64ETH (Hunting Line), Kabtvanda Alngert: S453900 Emal: rederaations Byetiaidine com
sBhadragun 023-455237« Bratragan 021-5365 12« Tumingtar: IR5-575 1 20 karakgun: 41-520047 « Bharmtpur: D56-523136+Pokhara: DEL-463E38+Bhalnhawa: 071-52750 T« Hepalgur|: DEL-52E556+ Dhangad]: 151-510004

For amy servioe suggestions, call 97714465888 {Ext. 671) or email us at fesdbackiEyetiairines.com
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