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RAW funded turbulence in Balochistan

Shaukat

WHILE writers in Pakistan
are often disparaged by Indians,
for their support to Kashmir
cause and freedom struggle and
myself often receive emails
and comments from across the
border saying stop poking into
Indian matters about Kashmir
and focus on Balochistan. I
wonder how easy is it to judge
while sitting thousands miles
away from that particular area
and assume people of specific
territory are suffering and they
are dying to be part of so called
secular shining India.

It is so easy to spatter
on others without eloquent
facts and having knowledge
about ground realities. For
Kashmir it’s not just Pakistan
who openly speaks about
Indian atrocities in IHK but
the worldwide human rights
watchdog reports are enough as
eye-opener. Kashmir diaspora
has not emerged in a day but
the decades old violations of
human rights and freedom
struggle from illegal occupation
is strengthening it day by
day. However, India who
claims itself being a largest
democracy is always trying to
divert attention of public from
its misdeeds. Kudos to media
who never lags in exposing evil
faces anywhere.

Indian conspiracy on

Balochistan is not a new
tale. Often Indians are found
creating misleading statements
about Balochistan. Recently it
was reported that Hind Baloch
Forum has been established
in India and Pawan Sinha is
the president of this forum
while Swami Jitedranad
Sarswati will assume charge
as general secretary. Pawan
Sinha is considered as spiritual
leader in India while Swami
is also a follower of Indian
mythology. Last month on June
20, 2017 this forum organized
its first seminar on the topic
“How Indians can play a role
in the freedom struggle in
Balochistan”? At a local hotel
in Agra, Utter Pardesh India.
From this event it is very
much clear that India is now
openly supporting separate
Balochistan movement by
spreading anti Pakistan
propaganda on electronic,
print and social media. If such
seminars continue to practice
in future than one can assume
that India will use such types
of environments in future
also to gain anti Pakistan
sympathies and project
Balochistan as a rundown
province in Pakistan because
of CPEC. On this seminar
apart from anti Pakistan
speeches the slogans and
placards displayed were also

carrying mantras like PM
Modi: Balochistan loves you,
needs you.

It is pertinent to note that so
called Pakistanis and favouring
Baloch separatist movement
are supporting this organization
with particular agenda. In
past names of Naila Baloch,
Brahamdagh Bugti and others
were particularly highlighted
by Indian media and now
the name Baloch Diaspora
France is circulating to flare up
separatist movement. President
of this forum in his message
said that because of CPEC and
Pakistani military activities
Baloch people are unable to
achieve their rights. Further
he added that CPEC would
continue to face stiff resistance
by the Baloch people as the
project intends to only benefit
the Chinese and the Punjabis
in Pakistan. “The formation
of Hind Baloch Forum is
considered as a ray of hope
for Baloch movement where
people of India are standing to
fulfill their moral obligation as
regional power and also secular,
civilized and responsible
nation.

Baloch Diaspora France
will coordinate with Hind
Baloch Forum for collective
cause to raise voice for Baloch
people against human rights
violations in Balochistan at

all International forums”.
These kinds of remarks by

the president of a separatist
group clearly highlight Indian
schema to make Balochistan
its part. Truth is that there

is no issue of any separatist
movement in Balochistan as
there does not exist anything
like this on ground. The issue in
Balochistan is of RAW funded
militants, who try to create anti
Pakistan atmosphere through
their militant acts. However
Baloch people are wise enough
and understand that such acts
cannot cause resistance against
their own homeland.

Pakistan has covered a
long distance in achieving
stability and peace in country
and hurly-burly by RAW
by damaging infrastructure,
killing innocent people or by
creating any kind of unrest
cannot deter Baloch people.
On the other hand Indian
PM Modi never leaves any
stone unturned to malign
Pakistan. Be it is his speech
on Indian republic day in
which he openly said that
people of Balochistan want to
be part of India or any other
forum Indians are always
pushed to create fake news
about Balochistan. Fact is
that since the initiation of
CPEC and with Pakistan’s
possibilities of becoming

economic giant, India is
trying to sabotage this billion
dollar project through its
nefarious designs. Kulbhushan
Yadav confessional video

is more than any proof of
Indian frustrations over
CPEC. Nevertheless, it’s

not just CPEC but seems

that Pakistan’s fight against
terrorism and exposing RAWs
activities are quite disturbing
for India and it is trying to
create unrest and instability
by creating melodrama on
Balochistan separation.

Indian apprehensions on
CPEC are quite visible from the
information that during his visit
to China, Modi said to Chinese
President Xi Jinping that CPEC
is “unacceptable” for India.
India opposed this project as
it claims that Gilgit Baltistan
and Kashmir are part of India
not Pakistan and CPEC routes
are therefore occupying Indian
territory. However both China
and Pakistan are committed to
the implementation of CPEC
project and believe that it will
benefit entire region. Instead
of creating troubles for others,
Indian government should
focus on resolving internal
turmoil of Indian society which
is declining day by day because
of religious extremism. Repose,
Pakistan knows its overt and
covert foes!

Why India is being really rude to Justin

Shivam Vij

INDIA is giving Canada’s
Justin Trudeau aroyal snub. Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
routinely lands up at the airport to
receive world dignitaries. From
the moment a world leader sets
foot on Indian soil, Modi’s photo
ops begin. Who can forget the
famous Modi hug reserved for
world leaders?

Modi’s Canadian counterpart,
Trudeau, is equally an ace at
producing visuals of himself
doing things. When they landed
in New Delhi on Feb. 17 on the
beginning of the Canadian prime
minister’s week-long trip to the
country, the Trudeaus came out
of the plane with a namaste, the
traditional Indian greeting. But
Modi wasn’t there to receive
them. No Modi hugs for Trudeau.
Instead, Modi sent his junior
minister for agriculture. Modi
hasn’t even welcomed Trudeau to
India on Twitter, instead busying
himself campaigning for a state
election in the south.

It gets worse. The beautiful,
photogenic Trudeaus went to see
the Taj Mahal in Agra, where
they were welcomed not by
the provincial chief minister,
not even a junior minister, but

by district officials. Still, the
Trudeaus managed to make
memorable visuals at India’s

famous mausoleum of love.
Modi often likes to take visiting
dignitaries to Ahmedabad in
Gujarat, his home state. Many
good visuals have been produced

in Gujarat with Modi showing
world leaders around Mahatma
Gandhi’s Sabarmati Ashram or
just taking them around the city.
But the Trudeaus had to go alone
to Gujarat, where they wore ethnic
Indian clothes to visit a Hindu
temple and Gandhi’s abode.

There seems to be no end
to the Indian snubbing of the
Canadians, even as the Trudeaus
are trying their best to disarm the
Indians with a charm offensive.

Why is India being so rude
to Trudeau? Answer: It has to do
with the Sikhs. India has often
accused Canada of sheltering Sikh
separatists. Sikhs in Canada form
a voting bloc for Trudeau, so much
so that he even attended a Khalsa
Day parade organized by a radical
Gurudwara, or Sikh temple, in
Toronto. Some Sikh Gurudwaras
in Canada have also barred the
entry of Indian diplomats.

The violent Khalistan
movement in the 1980s wreaked
havoc in Punjab, resulting in
India crushing the Khalistan
militancy. After the Indian army
cleared the Golden Temple of
militants, Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi was assassinated by her
own Sikh bodyguards in 1984.
Anti-Sikh riots followed in Delhi
and elsewhere, killing thousands
of Sikhs. The next year, Khalistan
militants blew up an Air India
plane flying from Canada to
Mumbai.

Sikh, numbering less than
half a million, form the largest
ethnic group among Indian-origin

Canadians. All four of Trudeau’s
Indian-origin  ministers  are
Sikh, and Trudeau has publicly
boasted how he has more Sikh
ministers than Modi. Amarinder
Singh, chief minister of the
Sikh-dominated state of Punjab
and himself a Sikh, has publicly
accused Trudeau’s ministers of
having sympathies with Canadian
Sikh extremists who would like to
see Indian Punjab separated from
India into the state of Khalistan.
Last year, Singh had refused to
meet Trudeau’s defense minister,
Harjit Singh Sajjan. All four Sikh
ministers have recently visited
India, and New Delhi would
have liked it if Trudeau didn’t
bring them along again. But for
Trudeau, this trip is all about the
Sikh vote in Canada.

As the Khalistan issue simmers
between India and Canada, New
Delhi wants Trudeau to publicly
affirm Canada’s commitment to
“the unity and integrity of India.”
Speaking on Monday, Trudeau
said Canada supported “one
united India.” At the same time,
Trudeau is going around making
noises about India’s diversity and
pluralism, which will be read by
Sikhs back home as having given
India the message.

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau corrected a woman
at a Feb. 1 town hall saying,
"We like to say 'peoplekind,’ not
necessarily 'mankind." (Reuters)

Canada’s position is that it
cannot curtail the right to freedom
of speech and expression of its

Sikh citizens, but New Delhi
wants Trudeau to publicly distance
himself from Sikh separatists.
As the two sides were unable to
resolve the tension by the time
Trudeau landed in New Delhi, the
aim of Modi’s snub is to mount
pressure on the Canadians. Modi
will meet Trudeau only toward
the end of his week-long India
visit. There’s time for a détente.
As Trudeau goes around
discovering India, hectic
backroom negotiations are on
between the two countries.
Trudeau wasn’t planning to meet
Amarinder Singh, given the
Indian leader’s comments against
Trudeau’s Sikh colleagues. But

[rudeau

the Canadians have relented, and
the two will meet soon.

Ironically, Trudeau’s visit
was meant to mend fences
with India, given that India has
made clear its disapproval of
Trudeau’s appeasement of Sikh
separatists. It’s the sort of thing,
India fears that could reignite
Sikh extremism in Indian Punjab.
Trudeau has to choose between
not reigniting Sikh separatism
in India and keeping some
of his voters happy. He can’t
have both. If India was to start
supporting Quebec separatists, it
can’t imagine that Canada would
have good relations with India. It
works both ways
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Khalistan factor casts a

shadow

Suhasini Haider

Perceived proximity to Sikh
extremist groups takes away
warmth expected during the
Canadian Prime Minister's ongoing
visit.

Khalistan, the issue that kept
India-Canada ties on ice through
three decades from 1980, has
reappeared as an issue more
recently, taking away much of the
warmth that was expected during
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau’s ongoing visit to India.

Former diplomats say the seeds
of the current tensions were sowed
when Mr. Trudeau came to power
in 2015. He received widespread
support from some of the most
extreme Khalistani political groups,
and has repeatedly failed to take
into account the sensitivities
in India over the past where Sikh
terror groups received support from
elements in Canada.

‘Khalsa day’ reverses it all

A major breaking point came
last April when Mr.Trudeau
attended a “khalsa day” parade
organised by one of the more
radical gurdwaras in Toronto. At
the time, the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) made it clear that
India’s protest had been taken up
with the Canadian government.

Among other issues was
the felicitation at the parade of
a politician responsible for a
resolution in the Ontario assembly
that accused India of “genocide”
during the 1984 Anti-Sikh riots, a

vote that India had also protested
strongly. In addition, floats at the
parade depicted Sikh militant
leaders Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale,
Amreek Singh and former General
Shahbeg Singh, who were killed in
the siege of the Golden Temple and
Operation Bluestar in June 1984, as
heroes. During his tenure, former
Canadian Prime Minister Stephen
Harper had not attended the rally,
easing the path for visits by Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh in 2012
and Prime Minister Modi to Canada
in 2015.

“The visit to the khalsa day
parade was a no-no for Canadian
Prime Ministers for at least a
decade, and we may be back to the
drawing board on this issue” former
Ambassador to Canada Vishnu
Prakash told The Hindu, adding
that Mr. Trudeau “has been left in
no doubt on India’s concerns on the
issue, and they have been taken up
at the highest levels.”

Sikh extremist groups’ move

Issues over the growth of Sikh
extremist groups, especially those
seeking a “referendum 2020 for
the worldwide Sikh diaspora to vote
on an “independent khalistan” have
been raised several times in the past
few years, officials told The Hindu,
including when former Defence
Minister Arun Jaitley met with
Canadian Defence Minister Harjit
Singh Sajjan, and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is understood to
have spoken to Mr. Trudeau on the
issue when the leaders met at the

over Trudeau visit

G-20 summit in Hamburg in July
2017, and in Manila on the sidelines
of the East Asia summit.

“No one is asking the Trudeau
government not to engage with
the Sikh community that form
their constituency, but why is it
necessary to pander to extremist
khalistani elements is the question,”
Mr. Prakash said.

Gurdwaras announce ban

To add to the tensions, last
month, 16 Canadian gurdwaras
announced a “ban” on the entry of
Indian elected officials, consular
officials, Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) and Shiv Sena
members, without any action from
the Trudeau government.

Gurdwaras in the United
States and the United Kingdom
also followed suit. When asked,
Canadian government officials cite
“freedom of expression” issues to
explain their stand.

Another sore point on the
current visit was Mr. Trudeau’s
insistence on taking along with
him the Ministers in his Cabinet
accused of sympathising with
the Khalistan movement like
Mr. Sajjan and Navdeep Singh
Bains to Amritsar. Last year,

Chief Minister Amarinder Singh
refused to meet these Ministers,
calling them “khalistanis”, and Mr.
Trudeau’s decision to take them
with him to Punjab appeared to
have complicated plans to meet the
Chief Minister, before the issue was
resolved.
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