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The spectre of non-Hindi resistance

Garga Chatterjee

A spectre is slowly but surely
beginning to haunt the imperial
forces of Hindi-Hindu-Hindustan
ideology — this is the spectre of non-
Hindi resistance under the banner
of linguistic equality, state rights
and federalism. All the powers of
the deep Indian Union state have
entered into an unholy alliance
to exorcise this demon: the Delhi
elite, the ruling BJP, the RSS and
its associated organizations, Hindi-
Hindu militias and vigilantes, Delhi
think-tanks, pan-Indian  Union
corporate, Delhi ideology media,
Delhi ideology academia of all hues,
their contractors and collaborators.
Where is the force against Hindi
imperialism and for linguistic
equality and state rights that has
not been decried as ‘anti-national’
by its opponents in power in Delhi?
Where is the opposition that has not
hurled back the branding reproach
of “anti-national”, against any party
that has stood for State rights and
linguistic rights?

Two things result from this fact.
Firstly, the struggle for federalism
and linguistic equality is already
acknowledged by all Delhi gangs
to be itself a power. Secondly, it is
high time that linguistic equality

movements openly publish their
views and aims, and meet this fairy
tale of a “single mother tongue
“with a manifesto of the movement
itself. To this end, linguistic rights
activists of wvarious linguistic
nationalities will be assembling in
Bengaluru and draft the Bengaluru
resolution for linguistic rights. This
will happen on February 21, 2018
for that date is a special day for all
linguistic nationalities all over the
world which face discrimination
on the basis of their mother tongue.
That day promises a future, a future
when such discrimination will end.

The 2014 election of the BJP has
given a strong fillip to non-Hindi
mother language rights movements
in the Indian Union. These are not
fringe movements, as multiple
non-Hindi state governments have
not been able to accomplish what
they have in three year since 1947.
Since 2014, official announcements
have been made making Bengali
compulsory in the schools of West
Bengal, Kannada in the schools of
Karnataka, Telugu in the schools
of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh
and Malayalam in Kerala schools.
They join Tamil Nadu, which has
been a beacon in such issues. What
is important to note here is that they

are all non-BJP states, representing
a very wide political range — from
states’ rights ideology parties like
the Trinamool Congress to a strong
states’rights advocate in a weakening
Delhi party like the Congress’
Siddaramaiah in Karnataka to a
universalist ideology party with a
strong local base in the Communist
Party India (Marxist) in Kerala.
What these states have started
doing in this short period between
2014 and 2017 is something
that they haven’t done since
1947. Thus, one must look at the
emergent realities of the 2014-
2017 periods to answer questions
related to language issues in India.
Across the non-Hindi states, there
is a realization that soft linguistic
nationalism has the potential to
effectively counter the BJP’s Hindi-
Hindu nationalism. It is one of the
last remaining strongholds against
the all-round Hindi imposition,
communalization of politics, and
the unprecedented attacks on, the
erosion of and the interference in
state rights, with NEET, the Goods
and Services Tax and Niti Aayog
being just a few examples. It is this
combination of factors that had
led to this moment. It is high time
that linguistic equality movements

openly publish their views and
aims, and meet this fairy tale of
a “single mother tongue” with a
manifesto of the movement itself
And like elsewhere in the
world, the issue of linguistic
rights is being associated with
issues of discrimination in civilian
government jobs, military jobs and
in terms of how the non-Hindi state
subsidizes the Hindi states. Even
N. Chandrababu Naidu, chief of
the tenuous BJP ally Telugu Desam
party has raised concerns about Hindi
belt migration and huge fertility
differences between Hindi and non-
Hindi states. Leader of the foremost
Tamil party, DMK M.K.Stalin has
termed Union government moves
a threat to the integrity of the
Indian Union. West Bengal premier
and Trinamool supremo Mamata
Banerjee has stated on record that
the Union government should only
have four departments — currency,
external affairs, external defence and
railways. In fact, under her regime,
for the first time since 1947, the West
Bengal government now has its own
state logo. Karnataka Chief Minister
and votary for Kannada rights, the
mighty Siddaramaiah, are exploring
the possibility of Karnataka having
its own separate official state flag.

Tamil Nadu already has a state
anthem. While this democratic
emphasis is there, Hindi-Hindu-
Hindustan forces are busy pushing
forward with their own divisive
agenda. Currency notes have been
Delhified and Hindified, as have
passports and Union government
offices. Now even entry for science
subjects at the PhD level in elite
institutes require compulsory Hindi
literacy.

Thus, February 21 this year is
a milestone in the path of a long
gathering storm that is rising out
of discrimination to the point
of annihilation. Since linguistic
discrimination essentially results
in second class citizenship, the
backlash is natural. This backlash is
democratic, people-centric, bottom-
up and not top-down, undemocratic
and imperial as is in case of Hindi
imposition. What were language
rights movements in various states
are now working in tandem with
political forces on the ground and
also in co-ordination with each other.
Because this fraternal co-ordination
between sister linguistic States is the
best guarantee of integrity in a federal
democratic Indian Union whose
unity is under the threat from the
divisive forces of Hindu extremists.

AS the Pakistani audience is
focused on the political circus
at home and the armed forces
quietly launched new offensive
to deal with remnants of terrorism
in Balochistan, a new book has
stirred a storm in India, reigniting
a debate whether or not the
Mumbai attack, also known as
26/11, was a false flag operation
carried out by agents of Indian
intelligence covertly backed by
actors in Israel and the US.

Thebook ‘The Betrayal of India:
Revisiting the 26/11 Evidence’,
is authored by celebrated
investigator Elias Davidsson, who
also inked another meticulous
book, Hijacking America’s Mind
on 9/11. Davidsson’s book has
identified many holes in the Indian
story portraying Mumbai attacks
as India’s 9/11. In his conclusion,
Davidsson says it is highly
plausible that ‘major institutional
actors in India, the United States
and possibly Israel, were complicit
in conceiving, planning, directing
and executing the attacks of 26/11;
but the evidence of a deceptive
investigation is even stronger’.

“The first definite conclusion
of this book is that India’s
major institutions, including the
central government, parliament,
bureaucracy, armed  forces,
Mumbai  police, intelligence
services, judiciary and media,
have deliberately suppressed
the truth regarding 26/11 and
continue to do so. [ could discover
no hint of a desire among the
aforementioned parties to
establish the truth on these deadly
events.” The suspect, after being
convicted and sentenced to death,
was presumably executed, but
the hanging was done secretly in
jail and his body, like the bodies

INVESTIGATOR: ELIAS
DAVIDSSON , EXPOSED INDIAN LIES

of the other dead ‘terrorists’, was
buried in a secret place

Despite the fact that both
Pakistan and Lashkar-e-Taiba
denied responsibility for the attacks
and, Davidsson argues, they did
so for a good reason, it was also
interesting to note how Indian
establishment managed to get a
bonanza of funds and equipment
for the Mumbai police. By framing
26/11 as an act of war, India also
got an immediate 21pc hike in
military spending with promises of
increases in subsequent years. The
following arguments may help us in
evaluating the events which prove
a cover-up. In the Mumbai attack
case, the then Indian prime minister
implied, while the attack was still in
progress, that the perpetrators were
from a terrorist group supported by,
or at least tolerated by, Pakistan.
When officials claim to know the
identity of a perpetrator (individual
or group) prior to any serious
investigation, this suggests that a
false narrative is being initiated and
that strenuous efforts will soon be
made to implant it in the minds of
the people. More importantly, soon
after the attacks, Henry Kissinger
attempted to implicate Pakistan.
Three days prior to the attack on
the Taj Mahal Palace Hotel in
Mumbai, one of the main attack
sites, Kissinger had been staying
in the hotel. Kissinger “‘sat with top
executives from Goldman Sachs
and India’s Tata group in the Taj
to ‘chat about American politics™.
Kissinger’s presence on the scene
with the Indian elite (the Tata family
is one of India’s wealthiest, and the
Tata Group owns the Taj) would be
peculiar enough to cause raising of
the eyebrows, but when combined
with his immediate finger-pointing
to Pakistan, it becomes extremely

suspect. As Davidsson shows, the
case against Pakistan remains full
of contradictions, unsupported
allegations, and absurdities.

More importantly, neither the
police nor the judge charged with
trying the sole surviving suspect,
Ajmal Kasab, made public a
timeline of events. Even the
most basic facts of when a given
set of attacks began and when
they ended were left vague. Key
witnesses were not called to testify.
Witnesses who said they saw the
terrorists commit violence, or
spoke to them, or were in the same
room with them, were ignored
by the court. Contradictions and
miracles were not sorted out. One
victim was apparently resurrected
from the dead when his testimony
was essential to blaming Pakistan.
A second victim died in two
different places, while a third died
in three places. No one in authority
cared enough to solve these
difficulties. Eyewitnesses to the
crime differed on the clothing and
skin colour of the terrorists, and on
how many of them there were. No
resolution was sought. At least one
eyewitness confessed she found it
hard to distinguish “friends” from
terrorists. No probe was stimulated
by this odd confusion. The number
of terrorists who committed the
deed changed repeatedly, as did
the number of terrorists who
survived. Crime scenes were
violated, with bodies hauled off
before they could be examined.
Identity parades were rendered
invalid by weeks of prior exposure
of the witnesses to pictures of the
suspect in newspapers.

Claims that the terrorists
were armed with AK-47s were
common, yet forensic study of the
attack at the Cama Hospital failed

to turn up a single AK-47 bullet.
Of the “hundreds of witnesses
processed by the court” in relation
to the attacks at the Café Leopold,
Taj Mahal Palace Hotel, Oberoi-
Trident Hotel or Nariman House,
“not a single one testified to having
observed any of the eight accused
kill anyone”. Indian authorities
declined to order autopsies on the
dead at the targeted Jewish center
in Nariman House. The dead, five
out of six of whom were Israeli
citizens, were instead whisked back
to Israel by a Jewish organisation
based in Israel, allegedly for
religious  reasons.  Religious
sensitivity seems to have extended
to a large safe at the crime scene,
which the team also transported
to Israel. The surviving alleged
terrorist had no public trial. No
transcript of his secret trial has
been released. One lawyer who
agreed to defend the accused was
removed by the court and another
was assassinated. The public was
told there was extensive CCTV
footage of the attacks, despite the
mysterious malfunctioning of the
majority of CCTV cameras on the
days in question; but only a very
small percentage of the claimed
footage was ever released and it
suffers from serious defects — two
conflicting time-stamps and signs
of editing. Members of an elite
Indian commando unit that showed
up with between 475 and 800
members to battle eight terrorists
were not allowed to testify in court.
The ‘confession’ of the suspect, on
which the judge leaned heavily,
was given in secret. No transcript
of this confession has been released
to the public and the suspect later
renounced the confession, saying
he had been under threat from
police when he gave it. The suspect,

after being convicted and sentenced
to death, was presumably executed,
but the hanging was done secretly
in jail and his body, like the bodies
of the other dead ‘terrorists’, was
buried in a secret place.

It is difficult to see how the
investigation described above
differs from what we would expect
to see in a police state. Evidently,
the ‘world’s largest democracy’
is in trouble. Meanwhile, motives
for the ‘highly plausible’ false flag
attack, Davidsson notes, are not
difficult to find. The attacks not
only filled the coffers of national
security agencies, creating as they
did the impression of a permanent
threat to India, but also helped tilt
India toward countries claiming to
take the lead in the war on terror.
The FBI showed great interest
in the attacks from the outset. It
actually had a man on the scene
during the attacks and sent an
entire team directly after the event.
The Bureau was, remarkably,
given direct access to the arrested
suspect and to his recorded
confession (before he even had a
lawyer), as well as to eyewitnesses.
The book hence has rebuffed the
entire Indian cooked up story on
Mumbai attacks, providing a new
impetus to the claims that it was
a false flag operation conducted
by Indian intelligence agencies
in cahoots with US and Israeli
collaborators. It is no secret how
David Headley, a US citizen, had
put entire blame on Pakistan.

Hence, the book has cleared
Pakistan of all the allegations of
committing terrorism in India
and gives a new insight for the
international community to look
into the matter and bring the
real perpetrators of the crime to
justice.
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STRATEGIC
SIGNIFICANCE OF CPEC

Ali

The geographical location
of a country determines its role
in the world politics. It denotes
that critically how beneficial or
non-beneficial one country is to
the others in terms of the social,
economic and political aspects.
Strategically, Pakistan is located
at a very significant geo-strategic
place on the globe. It is situated at
the juncture of energy proficient
to the energy deficient countries.
The geo-strategic importance
of Pakistan is evident from the
fact that it is bordered by the
emerging economic giants of the
world i.e. India and China, and
by the countries rich in abundant
natural resources i.e. Afghanistan
and Iran. Historically it is
evident that the very concept
of a corridor has been a cause
of development in parts of the
world. Economic corridors have
emerged in the recent years as
an important tool of regional
cooperation, integration and
development in a globalized
world under reciprocity. China
as being the neighbour of South
Asia has a special significance
in enhancing the agenda of
constructive engagements,
which is now evident from the
active involvement of Chinese
leadership in South Asian region.
The strategic bonds between
Pakistan and China have been on
an upward trajectory with moved
thrust on economic interaction
after the initiation of CPEC.

CPEC is a futuristic
sociopolitical and economic
object oriented dimension of
Pakistan in the 21st Century. This
multi-dimensional project has
opened new vistas of Pakistan’s
rebalancing options from geo-
politics to geo-economics.

CPEC, to safeguard
common interests and mutual
benefits, epitomizes a model
of cooperation, coordination
and strategic communication
between China and Pakistan
to strengthen connectivity in
areas of trade and economy
with states in the region to fulfill
growing energy requirements
and enhance exports. Pakistan’s
leadership pronounces the CPEC
as a game changer for Pakistan
and the region at large. Along
with CPEC, Pakistan will turn
into a commercial hub in South
and Central Asia, an axis of the
regional trade.

CPEC  would inter-link
South Asia, Central Asia,
North Africa and Gulf States in
terms of economic and energy
collaboration. China has been
interested in the development of
a direct crude oil pipeline from

Gwadar in Pakistan to Xinjiang
in China through CPEC. With
the operationalization of Gwadar
Port, all the trade to and from
landlocked Central Asian
Republics (CARs) can be taken
on the shortest available route
via Gwadar due to which the
trade benefits to Pakistan may
be expected to multiply. Pakistan
could be able to become major
world channel for petro-chemical

trade which will stimulate
its ~ economic  progression.
Moreover, the  Baluchistan

Province in Pakistan will
become substantial for regional
amalgamation. Gwadar Port has
a rare difference of being only
one of the few points where
‘One Belt, One Road’ (OBOR)
would intersect. Therefore, it is
imperative that Pakistan should
deal optimistically with all the
challenges in construction of
CPEC and may convert this
golden opportunity into an
economic certainty. Regardless
of the importance of CPEC
for Pakistan, there are other
dimensions too. It has also
exceptional implications for
China and its future role of
emerging as a great power at the
global level. China considers
regional connectivity as a central
element and first step to rise
at global level. President Xi
of China during his address to
Foreign Affairs Committee at
Communist Party meetingin 2014
said that we will give priority to
our neighbours in our diplomacy
on all fronts. While, other part of
policy is to build relations with
developing countries having
abundance of natural resources,
including energy rich, countries.
It will help China to be branded
as the development partner and
non-interfering ally in the comity
of nations. Counter balancing the
Pivot to Asia Policy designed by
the US to contain and encircle
China with an alliance including
India, Vietnam, South Korea,
Japan, Australia, Singapore and
the Philippines. This Corridor
will serve as a substitute route for
Chinese trade, thereby allowing
China to outwit the threat of a
blockade of Chinese oil supplies
through the Strait of Malacca
by the USA and allied navies
in the wake of a future war in
Asia. CPEC will strengthen
the strategic alliance between
Pakistan and China as it would
seem probable to exacerbate the
dispute between Pakistan and
India. China promotes the hope
that CPEC and its economic
impact will also contribute to
the transformation of Pakistani
society and the consolidation of

moderate forces. China believes
that peaceful progress in Pakistan
would have in turn a positive
effect on the region about
the situation in Afghanistan.
The CPEC will provide an
opportunity for reinvigoration of
Pakistan’s economic structure,
predominantly  through the
development of its energy
sector and by encouraging a

greater  connectivity. CPEC
is  disparagingly = important
for both countries. Pakistan

needs it to overcome its socio-
economic  development and
energy concerns, while on
the other hand China desires
it to enlarge its periphery of
influence, consolidate its global
existence and safeguarding its
future supply routes of energy
and trade goods. It is important
to point out that the concept was
established by China, as being
part of its “Go Global 2001~
policy. Pakistan can be one of the
beneficiaries of Chinese dream
of economic integration at the
regional level. Therefore, it is
advisable for Pakistan to remain
concentrated on the development
of the country rather than
wasting time on inconsequential
issues. Provincialism should not
be given the chance to take over
the development agenda by any
stakeholder, including the federal
government.

China has taken over control
of Gwadar Port for a 40 years’
lease, and started to develop
the deep seaport into one of the
most up-to-date and progressive
seaports of the world. Gwadar
Port will have a huge storage
of cargo and shipment handling
facilities and many shipyards.
The Gwadar port will function
as a tail of the New Silk Road,
which would connect China’s
Kashgar region to the different
communicational networks of
the region. It holds an essential
position in the CPEC venture
that it has been situated close to
the Strait of Hormuz, through
which about 40% of the world’s
oil supply is flowed. Gwadar as
a key shipping point could play a
key role in safeguarding Chinese
interests of energy security by
providing a much shorter route
than the current 12,900 Km route
from the Persian Gulf through
the Strait of Malacca to Chinese
Eastern Seaboard. The port is
envisioned to the transformation
of Pakistan into a center of
commercial activities among
the energy rich Gulf and Central
Asian States, Afghanistan and
China, by offering the Pakistan
Navy with strategic depth beside
its coast as a maritime base.
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