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Plight of Sikhs in India after Operation Blue Star

Kiran

Dr Gurnam Signh, a professor
in the Coventry University,
United Kingdom draws parallels
between Operation Blue Star and
Normandy Landing (Operation
Neptune and Operation Overlord)
in his column, “30 Years after
Operation Blue Star, Where
Do Sikh Go from Here”. Both
operations took place on June
6 and both have heavy troops
participation. More over both
were implemented in two stages
and were against the culture and
races. Dr Gurnam Singh describes
that, on June 6, 1984, the Indian
Army right in their sacred shrine
attacked Sikhs. In his wordings,
“6th June 1984 “we witnessed
the enactment of another military
operation, and like D-Day, the
operation involved some 150,000
troops, but with one significant
difference; on this occasion, the
fight was not to defeat fascism,
but the Indian Army invading a
holy place and killing thousands
of'its own citizens.” Indian official
figures of the casualties during
this grand operation are less than
1000, however, independent
sources estimates more than
20,000 people mostly innocent
Sikhs lost their lives during
operation Blue Star. According
to SGPC, there were over 10,000
pairs of shoes unclaimed after the
attack on Golden Temple.

Like the Normandy Landing,
Indian Army Operation against
Golden Temple was in two stages.
In first stage; Operation Blue Star,
a full scale military operation was
launched against Darbar Sahib
(Golden Temple) in Armitsar.
In four days, Darbar Sahib was
totally ruined. Darbar Sahib is
the Shrine of over 30 million
Sikhs all around the world. Stage
two was the “Operation Wood
Rose”. During this stage, Indian
Army attacked over 50 historical

Gurdwaras all around in East
Punjab with a mandate to; “round
up amridhari (baptised) Sikh boys
and men of fighting age and take
them into custody.” And in next
few weeks, thousands of the Sikhs
were arrested and imprisoned,
where they were tortured and
killed inhumanly. The local and
international media was banned
for months in East Punjab to report
the Sikh’s massacre in the area.
On October 31, 1984, the
killing of former Indian Prime
Minister, Indira Gandhi by her
two Sikh guards was indeed a
retaliation of the Sikh’s massacre,
unleashed after June 2, 1984.
Later Indian Army Chief (General
Arun Shridhar Vaidya), who led
the operation Blue Star was also
assassinated in 1986 in Pune by
two Sikhs, Harjinder Singh Jinda
and Sukhdev Singh Sukha. Both
events were vengeance by Sikhs,
since the operation against the
Darbar Sahaib was ordered by
Ms Gandhi, who despite refusal
by then Vice Chief of Indian
Army launched the military
operation. What happened after
the assassination of Ms Indira
Gandhi, it is a horror and a
real black spot over the Indian
secularism and democracy?
According to neutral sources,
within first four days, over
10,000 innocent Sikhs having
no linkages with attack on Ms
Gandhi were killed mercilessly
(mostly burnt alive) in New Delhi
only. This was under the eyes of
global leaders, who came from
all over to attend the funeral of
Ms Gandhi. The killing of Sikhs
after Operation Blue Star was not
communal riots, as Indian officials
and Indian Government claimed.
Indeed, it was a well planned and
systemic series of attacks on Sikh
community all over the India. This
can be derived from the statement
of Rajeev Gandhi, the son of

Ms Indira Gandhi, who once
asked about the Sikh’s massacre
after assassination of her mother
said that, ““when a big tree falls
the ground does shake.” In the
following years of Ms Gandhi
killing, the Indian security forces
killed over 100,000 innocent
Sikhs taking cover of cruel and
inhuman Terrorist and Disruptive

Activities  (Prevention)  Act
(TADA). Since then many
Sikhs have settled in various

parts of the world, particularly
United Kingdom, United States
and Canada. Those who had
witnessed the massacre of Indian
Army and still survived, are
mostly traumatised and in shock.
Every year, the Sikh community
remembers this India massacre
and protest all over the world to
remind the civilized international
community that, India is such a
country, where rights of minorities
are not secured. India is a Hindu
fundamentalist country, where
human rights of all minorities are
constantly violated and there is no
stoppage of that.

But the sad episode was
that, those officers and men of
Indian Army who participated
in the Operation Blue Star were
given gallantry awards, honours,
decoration strips and promotions
by the Sikh President Zail Singh in
a ceremony conducted on 10 July
1985. The destruction of Sikh’s
holy shrine and killings of Sikhs
was one aspect, the destruction
of Sikh culture, their history and
their libraries was the worst part of
Indian state terrorism. According
to Chand Joshi, a correspondent
of Hindustan Times, the Indian
Army has “acted in total anger”
and shot down all the suspects
rounded up from the temple
complex. A well-known British
journalist like Mark Tully and
Satish Jacob has criticized Indian
Army for “burning down the Sikh

Reference Library in Amritsar.”
It is said that Ms Gandhi’s Last
Battle was aimed at, destroying
the Sikh culture. In a book
entitled, “In Sikhs of the Punjab:
Unheard Voices of the State and
Guerrilla Violence” the author,
Joyce Pettigrew writes that,
the Indian Army launched the
Operation Blue Star to, “suppress
the culture, and political will, of
a people”

Operation Blue Star and the
subsequent massacre of Sikhs
was enough to open the eyes of
international community about
the Indian Democracy and
Secularism. But, unfortunately, no
reaction came from the civilized
international community and even
the human rights organizations.
The successive Indian leadership
too did not learn any lesson from
this carnage, ordered by Ms
Indira Ghandi, the daughter of
first Indian Prime Minister. The
Sikhs are demanding their rights
from India by raising slogans as
#Chaurasi Ki Na Insaafi: Demand
Justice For 1984 They say it
has been more than 30 years so
forget the 1984 massacres, but
how can I? Not one day goes by
without me thinking about it.
- Bhaggi Kaur, survivor of
1984 Sikh massacres. This year
marks the 30th anniversary of
one of independent India’s most
shameful episodes. In November
1984, at least 3000 Sikh men,
women and children were killed,
mainly in Delhi, over the course
of four days of killing and looting
that followed the assassination
of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.
Sikh men were dragged out of
their homes by mobs and shot
dead. Others were hacked to death,
or doused with petrol and burned
alive. Many Sikh women were
raped. Commissions of inquiry
reported that political leaders
were involved in instigating

perpetrators, and the police
simply turned a blind eye to the
carnage. The massacres of 1984
were a national disgrace. And
they were followed by another: 30
years of impunity. Three decades
after the massacres, only a tiny
fraction of those responsible
have been brought to justice. In
many cases, investigations have
not been completed even after
30 years. Thousands of victims
and survivors continue to wait
for justice and closure. The Delhi
Police closed investigations
into hundreds of cases after
the massacres, citing lack of
evidence. Only a handful of
police personnel charged with
neglecting their duty and offering
protection to the attackers have
been punished. The victims and
survivors of the 1984 massacres
have a right to justice and remedy.
And it is time this right was
respected.

* Demand that the Government
of India reopens every one of the
cases closed by the Delhi police.

* Demand that an independent
team reinvestigates the cases, and
authorities bring to justice all those
responsible for the massacres —
whether they are political leaders,
police or government officials.

Though India is  still
continuing with its policy of
discriminating, humiliating
and killing of minorities in that
country, but the worst massacre,
Indian Army committed after
‘Operation  Blue  Star-1984°
was the genocide of Kashmiri
Muslims in the decade of 1990s.
Indian security forces killed over
100,000 innocent Kashmiris, who
were just demanding their right
of self-determination, which was
promised to them by the UN. With
this record of accomplishment
of brutalities on minorities and
Kashmiris, should India still be
called as a secular state?

Kiran

SINCE 1984, countless Sikhs
have been killed in India. The
roots of the Sikh dilemmain
India are very complex with the
main factors being inadequate
recognition of Sikhism as
a separate religion and the
Punjabi language coupled with
mistreatment from the successive
Indian governments since its
formation in 1947.The year
1984 stands the most fateful
year in the history of Sikhs
around the world. Indian army
invaded “golden Temple” in June
1984, which shocked the Sikh
community around the world as
the site is considered the holiest
of Sikh religion. Countless Sikhs
were ruthlessly killed and a
normally proud community stood
humiliated. It was a systematic
genocide of the Sikhs.

Darshan S. Tatla in his
paper titled ‘“The morning
after: Trauma, memory and the
Sikh predicament since 1984,
published on August 19 2006,
writes that “Rajiv Gandhi, the
next Prime Minister of India,
lost no time in making capital
out of his mother’s assassination.
During the 1985 parliamentary
elections, Sikhs were presented
as the “enemy  within”.
Across many towns and cities,

Sikhs cry for

huge billboards showed two
uniformed Sikhs shooting down
a bloodstained Mrs. Gandhi
against the back-drop of a map
of India. Other posters displayed
in prominent places in major
Indian cities screamed headlines
such as ‘will the country’s
border finally be moved to your
doorstep?’ By whipping up such
hate and hysteria, Rajiv Gandhi
won 401 of 508 parliamentary
seats, the biggest landslide
since 1947. H. K. L. Bhagat, a
Congress candidate from a Delhi
constituency where the largest
number of Sikhs was killed
during anti-Sikh riots, secured
the second largest majority.”

The Sikhs around the world
have been brave, hardworking,
smart, hospitable, intelligent,
and have great sense of
humor. The Indian Sikhs have
been instrumental in “green
revolution” in the country and the
Indian Punjab, home of Sikhs,
is considered the food basket of
the country. The Sikhs around
the world and in India have
excelled in business and industry.
But if one closely monitors

Indian Bollywood industry, the
Sikhs have continuously been
humiliated in one way or the
other as the ones having no brain
at all. I feel sorry to use this
word but the context would have
been incomplete in presenting
the broader picture of the Sikhs’
plight in a country, which claims
to be the largest democracy
in the world having so-called
secularism being its backbone.

A fact-finding team, jointly
organised by the People’s
Union for Democratic Rights
(PUDR) and People’s Union
for Civil Liberties (PUCL) in
2003, claimed on the basis of its
investigations that the attacks on
the Sikh community were the
outcome of “a well-organised
plan” and some Sikhs called
the police and the Indian army
as “mute spectators” during the
1984 Sikh carnage. Virtually,
no government existed during
the first two to three days of the
violence against Sikhs in 1984.
As per BBC, they were turned
refugees in their own cities.
Prosperous and wealthy one week
before the violence, Sikhs were

Justice

campingand dropped to roads
with empty hands one week next.
After decades of living what they
thought a tolerant and secular
country, four days of madness
and ruthless killings exposed
the lie of India being secular
democratic state.

If one looks at the pages
of history since 1984, almost
nothing seems to have changed
so far as continuous subjugation
and human rights abuses and
violations of the Sikh religion
in India keep simmering. The
history of the Sikh issue in India
goes back to 1947 when Nehru,
the then Prime Minister of
India, had promised a separate
state to the Sikhs. The Sikh
religion’s holly book titled “Guru
Granth Sahib” was torn-up in
2015 in India. Sikhism, which
promotes equality, compassion,
and tolerance, is the world’s
fifth-largest religion. The
Indian extremist organization,
re. “RSS” has been working
since long to assimilate Sikhs
into Hindu religion. The Indian
text books have systematically
equated Sikhism with Hinduism.

The children in India are already
taught this, i.e. “Sikhs are an
inseparable part of Hindu society.
If Hinduism is a tree, Sikhism is
a fruit on that tree. Gurbani is
like the Ganga, it emerges from
the Gangotri of the Vedas. The
Khalsa was created to protect
Hinduism and Hindustan. Japji
Sahib is a summary of the Gita.
Equate ‘IkOankaar’ with ‘OM’.
The Sikh Gurus worshipped the
cow.”

The Sikhs in India have still
been children of lesser God as
they continue to face issues of
identity and recognition. They
are often seen less patriotic than
the Hindus in the country. The
Sikhs are stereotyped at best
as untrustworthy, at worst as
traitors. Political marginalization
of the Sikhs in India is gradual
but certain, especially when the
country is occupied by a typical
mindset of making India a Hindu
country under the leadership
of Modi with the support of the
RSS. In the wake of Modi mantra
of “reverse conversion” (Ghar
Wapsi), not only the Muslims and
the Scheduled castes but Sikhs
could also be either brought back
into Hinduism or considered
a sect of Hinduism one day, if
things kept on moving with the
current wave in India.
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MINUTES OF DISCUSSION
rON THE BASIC DESIGN STUDY
ON THE PROJECT FOR IMPROVEMENT
OF STORAGE FACILITIES OF IODIZED SALT
IN THE KINGDOM OF NEPAL

o In response to a request from His
epal (hereinafter referred to as “HMG/N”)
: ; , the Gove > e i t
cc_mduct a Basic Desjgn Study on the Project oo

for Improvement of St Faciliti
< ey : ' ~torage Facilities
o Q:fek: 5§.t mfhe Kingdom of Nepal (hereinafter referred to as “t};:e Project")
and entrusted the Study to the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) /

o J;CA sencf to ;theﬁ Ki.ngdom of Nepal.the Rasic Design Study Team (hereinafier
il as the Team") which is headed by Dr.Tomoyuki lgari, Vice-President
of Chiba Medical Welfare Coll ’ Ledent

Majesty’s Government of the Kingdom of

#1. Objective ] . - o
.,-,-7"/ Thfe objective of the Project is to improve the storage facilities of {odlzed salt
7 through building new warehouses and procuring related equipment in order to

decrease lodine Deficiency Disorders in the Kingdom of Nepal.

2. Project Sites S
The sites of the Project are as descr;‘bed in Anne_x 1.

3. Responsible and Executing Organizations : '
(I)TPhe responsible agency is the Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Supply:
(hereinafter referred to as "the Ministry")
(2)The implementing agency is Salt Trading Corporation Ltd.
C e ies o (hereimafter referred to as "STC").

4. ltems Requested by HMG/N o P e
After discussions with the Team, items listed in Annex-1 ax}d 2 were finally
requested by HMG/N. JICA will further assess the appropriateness of the
request in Japan to prepare a draft report. ' o
- (1) Construction of the Warehouses: Details are as ._hsted.m Ann_e_:x 1.

{2) Procurement of the Equipment: Details are as listed in Annex 2.

5. Japan's Grant Aid System A ‘ o

5-1. Tphe Nepalese side understands the Japan's Grant Aid Scheme as described in
Annex 3. ‘ : ' ' ‘ -

5-2. The Nepalese side will take the riecessary measures as described in Annex 4 for
smooth implementation of the Project as a condition for the Japanese Grant

Aid Project to be implemented.

o

% 6. Schedule of the Study , : ' 4
e 6-1. The consultant members of the Team will proceed to further study in Nepal
-until June 13, 2000. ) - . o )
6-2. JICA will prepare a draft report in English and dispatch a mission in order to
explain its contents around August, 2000. o ;
6-3. If the contents of the draft report are accepted in pr}nmple by the Nepalese
‘side, JICA will complete the final report and send it to the Nepalese side
around November, 2000.

7. Other Relevant Issues-
7-1.Relations between the Ministry and STC . . e
a) The new warehouses for jodized salt under the Japanese (J;ant Ald will be,
constructed on the land owned by STC, but the ownership of the newly

‘constructed warehouses will go'to the Ministry.

Ve ege, and is sc : -
May 9 to June 15, 2000, 8 hﬁdul@d{_to stay in the country from
The Team held discussi ' e
€ ussions with t . : ~ .
conducted site surveys. e officials concerned of HMGIN anc
In the course of the discussions and S STV OO N e n oy
2in-1iems described on the attached sheets The 7>, DO parties confirmed thie
S i ) ac eets. 1e Team will proc Ur ther
oIk and prepare the Basic Design Study Report. Il proceed to further
Kathmandu, May 31, 2004
— — 3
. /{f. = S d‘ e\
: : R Sl
foiee oo \1_’ Ram Kumar Shrestha v\LTx———
P {Igfllnt Secretary Alsrlési'.e%}'x il
¢ Ministry of Industry, Salt Tradi e
Commebnee st Supgly alt Trading Corporation ©td.
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7-2. Measures to b

construction sites.

Projects.

crushed salt by';

he warehouses will solel

c) All the~eq1_1ip4ment%to

seof the:watehouses.

a) HMG/N shall’secure sufficient land for the proposed warehouses and clear,
level, and 1‘§claim the land for the-construction.works. In addition, HMG/N
shall make electricity, water, telephone line, and dramage available on the

- b) HMG/N shall make all necessary arrangements for the construction works,
_ such as obteaining building censtruction permit.
¢) HMG/N shall exempt taxes, duties, and all other fiscal levies, which might be
imposed on the Project in Nepal, as provided to other Japanese Grant Aid

d) The Ministry, as the responsible agency for the Project and the line Ministrv
of STC, shall make all necessary
implementation of the Project and assist STC in Implementing the Project.

7-3. Measures to be taken by STC
~a) STC shall take all necessary measures, such as allocating sufficient budge:
and human resources, in order to secure the effective use and prope:
maintenance of the warehouses and the equipment.

-+ b) STC shall make all po

ssible_ct

iis

The will y be used by STC for storing and distri'ifbuting
iodized .salt, v&_/hlch Is a part of the program of the Government on
g Iodm? ]_DVt?f)g:lency Disorders from the country. Bhéreswilt be no

to be received under the Japanese Grant Aid will be
oy\{nc._:d @)y,‘;the’ Ministry. STC will use them solely for storing and
distributing iodiZed salt without any charges. -

d) STC will be responsible for the maintenance of the warehouses and the

arrangements for the smooth

pply only.

¢) STC shall make a plan of establishiry;

in STC’s warehouses, which contain
-its procedures in detail,

-an allocation of human resource,
-an allocation-of budget,

-training programs for workers,

-a schedule of its implementation.
STC will submit its detailed plan to JICA Nepal office.

7-4. Technical Co-operation
a) HMG/N requested the- Team for a technical as
technology in. fields of Storage Management, Inventory Management,
Distribution Management & Quality Control and'Monitoring System.

pality control system of jodized salt
e following elements:

sistance for transfer of

I

),
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Yeti Alrfines operates 7 betstream-31 advanced turbo prop alrcrafts catering to widest network saciors every day.

Yeti Airlines
You come first
wwha petinilines, com

Wil Alrlines Domistz Pyl Lid. Corponrie Cifice: Tilgeega, Kathmandu, Tel: 4365888 Fax: 4465115 Ressmvations: S46EETHE {Hunting Ling), Kathvandd Alrgers: 93000 Emal! ressreations atairlines oom
s Bhadrapun 033-455232« Bratragar 021536512« Tumingtar: (255751 20+ kralkpur: G41-52004 7« Bharatpur: 056-523138+Fokhara: DEL-46488 8+ Bhalmhawa: 07152750 = Hepalgur|: BEL-526556+ Dhangadl: 151-520004

For any servioe suggestions, call 977-1-4465888 (Ext. £21) or emall us at feedbacki@yetiairiines.com
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