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Modi’s religious diplomacy in Nepal

M Reesham

MODI and his establishment
has been repeatedly being
failing in rigid and authoritative
neighbourhood first policy
therefore Modis RSS now has
been devising new dimension to
engage small neighbours. India
RSS has devised tactics to use
religion to counter anti-India
sentiments from the hearts and
minds Nepalese people that have
been now in the Nepalese DNA.
This conspiracy is devised by
Indian RSS in a long term plan to
win the minds of local Nepalese
by using Hindu religion as tool
of relations. This RSS effort is
to get India’s ties with Nepal on
track after a difficult phase in the
relationship when differences
over the Nepal constitution led
to deep trust deficit and public
acrimony between Kathmandu
and Delhi. The prime minister’s
decision, though, has stirred up
a debate on the use of religion in
diplomacy.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s fourth visit in four years
to Nepal is, perhaps, his attempt
to win over the neighbour but
the people of had responded very
indignantly. The bitterness of
the past, especially the 2015-16
economic blockade, may not
have faded, yet India seem to be
striving to dominate Nepal and
her leadership by hook and by
crook.

This is India who deceived
Nepal and use to mend
deteriorated ties again and again
but this tactics has hurtled Indian
dimension in the region.Althouth
leadership of both countries are
in friendly mode but masses
are still at large has very much
pessimistic opinion against India.

Mr Modi is for his short term
agenda is trying to rebuild the
lost trust that has characterized
bilateral relations in recent years.
They have been in this mode in

the past, too, in the aftermath of
bilateral tensions. The new facet
this time is the introduction of

Hinduism as a basis for bonding.

In that sense, Modi’s
charm offensive is ‘religious
diplomacy’, with emphasis on
Hinduism as a binding factor
— as distinct from the stress
on Buddhism in the not too
distant past. An earlier attempt
under Modi, to project India as
a ‘Buddhist power’, including in
Nepal, was not very successful.
That raises the question of
whether Hindu religious
diplomacy could be a cementing
force in India-Nepal relations,
regardless of political changes
on both sides. The Hindu
element has been a part of the
relationship, but was never to the
fore as it is now under Modi.

India-Nepal relationship
was never at its best during the
long years of Congress party
rule. The crisis caused by the
closing of trade and transit points
on the border during the last
year of Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi was the worst point
in bilateral relations, until the
economic blockade of 2015-16.
But, even earlier, during Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi’s time,
India-Nepal ties had its difficult
patches.

One particular bombshell
that Nepal dropped was in 1975,
during the coronation of King
Birendra. He mooted the idea
of Nepal as a ‘Zone of Peace’
to be supported by the UN and
the international community.
The Government of India saw
this as a China-inspired ploy
to stonewall India’s nuclear
ambitions, although Nepal
couched the proposal in terms of
‘non-alignment’. New Delhi read
this proposal as an expression
of the monarchy’s displeasure
over India providing refuge and
supporting Nepali Congress

(NC) leaders in their campaign
for democracy in Nepal.

The NC leaders, particularly
the Koirala brothers (BP and
GP), and communist activists
in exile enjoyed fraternal
relations with the socialists and
communists in India. Indira
Gandhi did not see any reason
to displease King Birendra on
this score; and to win him over,
she sent the Nepalese democracy
activists packing. That was the
time of the Emergency when
most of India’s Opposition
leaders were in jail. On their
return to Nepal, the Koiralas,
along with the others, were
jailed. The memory of this
‘betrayal’ was at the root of
the Nepalese political parties’
prolonged distrust of the
Congress party. Rajiv Gandhi’s
closure of trade and transit
points compounded this distrust
by earning the ill-will of the
monarchy, too.

Thus it was that Chandra
Shekhar and the Opposition
figures in India, including Atal
Behari Vajpayee, came to be seen
as friends of Nepal in its struggle
for democracy. The movement
for democracy received a huge
boost after the formation of VP
Singh’s National Front-Left
Front government, followed by
the emergence of multi-party
democracy and the eventual
dismantling of the monarchy.

After Rajiv Gandhi’s electoral
defeat in 1989, India-Nepal
relations experienced a warm
and friendly phase for the next
15 years, during which every
Indian Prime Minister, including
PV Narasimha Rao, enjoyed
an excellent equation with
Nepal’s political leaders across
the spectrum. Apprehensions
surfaced when the Congress
returned to office at the helm of
the UPA with Manmohan Singh
as Prime Minister. By then, the

political situation had changed
in Nepal. The NC was in a state
of decline, the Communists and
Maoists were on a rise, and a
new generation of Congress
leadership had built bridges for
dealing with Nepal’s new class
of leaders. Even so, the Congress
party was seen as a ‘player’ —
pitting one party against another
and at all times keeping itself
leveraged to influence political
outcomes in Nepal.

Thus, when Modi became
the Prime Minister, it was a
splendid opportunity for him
and the BJP to build a strong and
healthy relationship on a firm
footing, free of the Congress
party’s legacy. Just like Prime
Minister Vajpayee broke through
to Pakistan — leaving the
Congress party with no choice
but to support his initiatives —
Prime Minister Modi, too, could
have broken new ground in the
neighbourhood, especially with
Nepal (and Pakistan).

Unfortunately, Modi appears
to have been ill-advised in the
early stages, as his aides and
bureaucracy did not follow
up his ‘Neighbourhood First’
initiative, which he launched
by inviting heads of SAARC
governments for his swearing
in. The advantage of this
opening was never pursued.

To the contrary, when Nepal
was stricken by earthquake,
crude elements seized it

as an opportunity for self-
aggrandizement and celebrity
journalism (on media) at the
expense of the victims. The lack
of sensitivity to the devastation,
which was used as a prop

for televised self-promotion,
resulted in Indians being packed
off the relief scene.

Then came the conflict over
Nepal’s new constitution in 2015.
On the eve of its promulgation,
India’s Foreign Secretary went

to Kathmandu to scuttle it and
failed in his mission. This was
followed by the violence in Terai
and the consequent economic
blockade — seen as India’s

way of forcing Nepal to declare
itself a Hindu state in its new
constitution.

When Prime Minister KP
Oli visited India last month and
had productive discussions with
Prime Minister Modi, it became
evident that matters were on the
mend. Oli, though a communist,
seems to have relented and
accepted that while Nepal may
have proclaimed itself a secular
republic, it has no choice but to
strengthen Hindu religious bonds
between the two countries. The
fact that Modi’s visits to temples
were supported by the Oli
government shows that Nepal is
no longer averse to New Delhi’s
‘Hindu agenda’.

The Modi is again planning
the tactical retreat made by Oli
or a strategic accommodation
by Nepal’s ruling class — given
that it cannot resist Indian
intent and influence beyond a
point — may be known only
in due course. Regardless of
that outcome, in his fourth
year, Prime Minister Modi
has charted a new course for
India-Nepal relations. But this
newly charted motive is backed
by heinous designs of RSS to
break the hard secular line of
Nepalese communities. RSS
has succeeded in collapsing the
historically hard secular bond
in India and now experimenting
the same in Nepal to destroy the
peace and harmony among the
different religious communities
of Nepal. Besides this Modi
religion based diplomacy would
definitely pave way for winning
election in India by visiting
Nepal’s religious places but one
positive outcome of Modi visit
is promoting tourism.

Impasse in Pak-India ties under Modi regime

Reesham

PAKISTAN-India relations
are dotted with history of
mistrust, wars, conflict and
acrimony, which have become
an overarching feature of their
bilateral relationship. Hostility
between states can encourage
mistrust; if the hostility
gets deepened, it will create
hindrances between smooth
interstate relations. Therefore,
both countries’ relations have
never been on an even keel and
mostly remained as a roller
coaster, even a frosty one.
The impasse between the two
states continues. And, prospects
for sustained and meaningful
engagement look rather slim as
Pakistan held general elections
this year and India next year. The
Modi government, when it comes
to Pakistan, seems to be under
the influence of extremist RSS,
whose anti-Pakistan sentiments
are well-known. The Modi
regime has completed its four-
year term in June 2018, which
throughout witnessed no sign of a
headway about any possibility in
normalizing the relations between
Pakistan and India. The Modi’s
administration could not offer any
olive branch to Pakistan by giving

arise to optimism for solving the
outstanding disputes between two
countries. The power game and
hegemonic designs of India in the
region have made the bilateral
relations further complicated.
Consequently, uncertainties are
still looming large.

Pakistan and India fought
three major wars and their
relations have not always
been “Never War Situation.”
Profoundly, both countries
remain under the cloud of
persistent situation of “High
Tension”. Their relations became
further complicated when Modi
regime has adopted a policy of
isolating Pakistan. Rather, it has
been engaging in encircling and
weakening Pakistan. SAARC,
too, has been a victim of Indian
hubris. Since the establishment
of SAARC, India’s role has
always remained a matter of
concern. The 19th SAARC
summit scheduled to be held
in Islamabad in November
2016, had to be cancelled
as India refused to attend
invoking the alibi of terrorism.
It is also working to complicate
issues between Pakistan and
Afghanistan under the American
watch. Overall, traditional peace

constituency in India seems
to be on the back foot and fast
losing its relevance to putting
the normalization process back
on track. Indian hegemonic
aspiration and egoistic attitude
have contributed to a mistrust
and classic security dilemma in
the South Asian region; therefore
hopes for peace between
Pakistan and India remain
grim. The ceasefire violations
continue on the Line of Control
and the Working Boundary by
India, which have reached the
highest point in fifteen years.
Around 1,970 violations in 2017
and 415 until the beginning
of March 2018 have been
recorded so far. India is also
riding roughshod over Pakistan’s
legitimate objections to India’s
building of dams on the Western
rivers in violation of the Indus
Waters Treaty. The international
community is rightly worried
about the continuing tension
between the two nuclear powers.
However, the major powers have
not been able to contribute in any
significant way to promote peace
in the region and influence India
to shun its belligerent ways.

In the past, both countries
have been involved one way

or another in peace process
either in the form of composite
dialogue or bilateral political
engagement. Yet, none of these
could produce the desired
outcome due to Indian aspiration
to maintain status-quo. Another
dilemma has been the adoption
of bottom-up approach such as
increasing trade and economic
relations or people-to-people
contact and to resolve relatively
low political issues like Siachen,
Sir Creek, Wullar barrage, and
water issues, while hoping that
such an approach may pave way
to the resolution of Kashmir
dispute. This approach has
failed to produce the desired
results. Pakistan had been
repeatedly saying that peace in
the region cannot be realized
until the resolution of Kashmir
dispute in accordance to the
United Nations Security Council
resolutions and the will of the
people of Kashmir. Pakistan
believes that war is not an option
and dialogue is the only way

to remove mistrust and move
forward. Rather, dialogue sets a
stage for creating a conducive
environment in addressing the
outstanding disputes. This needs
to be understood and accepted by

Modi regime, which seems to be
in denial mood.

The confidence building
measures are a prerequisite to
building a normal Pakistan-
India relation, which can only
be attained if the peace process
commences in true spirit and
reaches its logical conclusion.
The challenges, which hinder
Pakistan-India peace process,
have to be simultaneously
addressed by India for the
sustainability of the dialogue
such as: no violations of Line
of Control and the working
boundary. India should stop
pursuing terrorism as an
instrument of state policy by
waging proxy war in Pakistan.
It should also stop using Afghan
soil for fomenting trouble in
Pakistan’s tribal areas adjoining
Afghanistan, as well as, in
Balochistan and other important
urban centres. There is a need
to stop issuing belligerent
statements against Pakistan. If
India persists in its unfriendly
propaganda against Pakistan, it
will cause mutual antagonism,
mistrust and misunderstanding
that, in turn, could become a
stumbling block in normalising
the relations.
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EUROPE BUSINESS ASSEMBLY
“BEST ENTERPRISE AWARD 2016
LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

L

BUSINESS EXCELLENCE AWARD
WASHINGTON DC. USA FRANCE

On the Auspicious Occasion

Completion of 11th Year of Operation

Privileged we are to extend
our heartfelt thanks and gratitude to all of you
Depositors, Entrepreneurs, Industrialists, Stakeholders and Well wishers
for your perennial invaluable support and association
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