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Pakistan, Tajikistan and CPEC

Ameen

REPUBLIC of Tajikistan,
formerly part of the {erstwhile}
Soviet Union, has an area of
143,100 square kilometers and
a population of 7.5 million.
This beautiful country borders
with  Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan
Afghanistan and China. It is
separated from Pakistan by
the Wakhan Corridor in north-
eastern Afghanistan. This narrow
strip of Afghan territory acts as
a barrier between Central Asia
and Pakistan, while stretching
westwards to link Afghanistan
with China. Afghanistan remains
buffer between the two powers.
That is why no territory previously
under the British Raj touched

Central Asia directly.
The development of China-
Pakistan ~ Economic  Corridor

(CPEC) and the larger One Belt
One Road Initiative provides
Pakistan access to Tajikistan from
Gilgit-Baltistan via China using
the Karakorum Highway. Pakistan
is able to bypass Afghanistan to
access Tajikistan. This also implies
that Tajikistan 1is Pakistan’s
nearest Central Asian neighbor
and Pakistan’s gateway to Central
Asia. It also highlights importance
of Gilgit-Baltistan in ensuring
Pakistan’s linkages with China and
Central Asia, which is essential
for the geo-economic future of

Pakistan. Pakistan and Tajikistan
share many historical, religious
and cultural linkages besides
geographical proximities.

Pakistan and Tajikistan are
members of various international
organizations. As Muslim
majority countries, both are part
of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC). They are
also members of the Economic
Cooperation Organization,
Shanghai Cooperation
Organization as well as the Heart
of Asia-Istanbul Process. Such
shared groupings between Pakistan
and Tajikistan offer numerous
opportunities for interaction to
take place between the leaders,
delegates and diplomats of both
countries on the sidelines of
various summits. This is thus a
contributory factor to the cordial
relations between Pakistan and
Tajikistan.

Pakistan and Tajikistan are also
part of Quadrilateral Transit Traffic
Agreement, the current signatories
of which are Pakistan, China,
Kazakhstan and  Kyrgyzstan.
During the March 2017 ECO
Summit in Islamabad, the then
Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif held talks with Tajikistan’s
President Emomali Rahmon on
the sidelines of the Summit and
reaffirmed  Pakistan’s  support
for the in principle approval

of Tajikistan’s accession to the
QTTA . Perhaps the QTTA will
soon have to be renamed as it would
no longer be “Quadrilateral” but
rather a “Pentalateral” agreement.

A very significant initiative
that binds Pakistan and Tajikistan
together is the CASA-1000 project
i.e. the Central Asia-South Asia
Electricity Transmission and Trade
Program), one of the direct linkages
between South Asia and Central
Asia. CASA -1000 is a landmark
energy export agreement between
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan
and Pakistan (two Central Asian
and two South Asian countries) as
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan generate
electricity using  hydropower,
they enjoy a surplus of electricity
during the hot summer months,
while suffering from energy deficits
during cold winter months. The
excess electricity generated in
summer cannot be stored and used
in winter; much of this electricity is
wasted.

In Pakistan, demand for
electricity peaks during summer
and the country often experiences
load shedding. Energy is currently
the top issue on Pakistan’s public
policy agenda, along with CPEC.
Solving the power crisis is crucial
to Pakistan’s poverty alleviation
and economic development.

The CASA-1000 project is, if
implemented, a win-win situation

for both South and Central Asia. If
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan can sell
excess electricity to Pakistan in the
summer, they will be able to use the
revenue gained to manage winter
shortages. Afghanistan announced
last year that it would abandon its
proposed 300 megawatt share of
energy imports via the CASA-1000
project due to a lack of demand. Its
allocation would then be transferred
to Pakistan, which is now set to
receive 1300 megawatts, rather
than the initial 1,000 megawatts
proposed. Thus Pakistan would
be the main importer of energy
under the CASA-1000 project. In
early July 2017, Nawaz Sharif paid
two-day official visit to Tajikistan,
his fourth since June 2014. The
President of Tajikistan, Emomali
Rahmon, has visited Pakistan twice
since November 2015. Importance
of road, rail and air connectivity,
which is crucial for regional
integration and the promotion of
bilateral trade, tourism and people-
to-people contacts is need of the
time.

Pakistan’s infrastructure
developments, supported
by CPEC, can function as a
mechanism to provide Afghanistan
and the Central Asian States
access to the Arabian Sea and thus
potentially lead to higher regional
trade volumes.

Pakistan is not just a South

Asian country; it is a country
with multiregional characteristics.
Pakistan’s geo-strategic location,
situated along major trade routes
that link regions with each other,
plays the role of a catalyst in
boosting not only trade levels
within the region but also the
aggregate global trade volume.
The focus that Pakistan has placed
on infrastructure development,
though often criticized for being
at the expense of the social
sector, has provided Pakistan with
something to offer its neighbours
in Central Asia in terms of access
to the Arabian Sea as well as other
spillover effects from CPEC. From
observing the manner in which
Sharif promoted the economic
attractiveness of Pakistan abroad it
can be inferred that infrastructure is
now not only a developmental issue
but it can also be used as a tool to
achieve foreign policy objectives.
This increases Pakistan’s
bargaining power when dealing
with regional powers. Tajikistan
is the most important Central
Asian country for Pakistan, as it
is Pakistan’s gateway to Central
Asia. CPEC will link Afghanistan
and Central Asian States with
Pakistan and China and rest of
the world . Undoubtedly CPEC
will bring economic, political and
social harmony in the entire CASA
countries.

SHO
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IN Indian occupied Kashmir,
the Bipin Rawat Strategy is in full
swing. On March 31 and April
1, 2018, the world witnessed the
worst human massacre in Shopian
area of Indian occupied Kashmir.
More than 20 Kashmir youth were
brutally killed by Indian Army.
These all youth were arrested
and taken into torture centers
weeks ago. The only crime these
Kashmiri young have committed
that, they were demanding
their right of self-determination
through peaceful demonstrations.
They all fell prey of of the
infamous Bipin Rawat Strategy,
which Indian Army  Chief
announced in February 2017. The
salient feature of the strategy is
that, any Kashmiri asking for the
right of self-determination must
be killed. Since then, hundreds of
Kashmiri youth have been kicked
and thousands wounded.

‘The New York Times’ in its
April 1, 2018 edition has given a
complete story of this massacre
at the hands of Indian forces. The
newspaper quoted Lt General AK
Bhatt, of Indian Army who said,
“It is a special day for our forces.”
Which mean, killing Kashmiri
youth and genocide of Kashmiris
is something Indian Army feel
pleasure and great achievement?
This depicts the moral state of
Indian Army that, killing of
unarmed, innocent and helpless
Kashmiris is a great achievement
for the India. Should India claim
that, Kashmir is its integral part
and Kashmiris are its people. The
question arises, which nation in the

world enjoys killing its masses?
There is a curfew imposed
in IOK throughout. Indeed, it
was imposed before this stage
managed drama by Indian Army.
Whereas, the Indian Army and
state of India consider these
killings as their success, the
people of Kashmiri develop
more hate against this lawless
democracy and fake secularism.
‘The New York Times’ also
quoted the locals of the areas
who said, “For as long as the last
Kashmiri is alive, we will come
out to support militants.” Sameer
Yasir of The New York Times’
interviewed the youth who said,
“For every 10 killed, 20 more
will join until this land is freed
from Indian occupation.” Such
are the emotions of the Kashmiri
youth. They are not ready to
accept anything less than their
right of self-determination.
Earlier As reported by Rifat
Fareed of Al Jazeera, on February
2, 2018, five Kashmiri youth were
killed by Indian security forces
in Ganawpora area of Shopian
District as a continuation of Rawat
strategy. They included a 19-year-
old Javaid Ahmad Bhat, a big
cricket fan was killed while he was
returning after playing the cricket,
peacefully. The other youth of
shopian were killed by Indian
Army, since they were pelting
stone on Indian Army vehicles,
what a licence of killing, the brutal
Indian Army has to kill Kashmiri
youth. Later, the IOK police
said that, they “have registered a
case against the army for killing
civilians.” But, Indian Army and
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paramilitary forces have impunity,
indeed a licence to kill the
innocent and unarmed Kashmiris,
who can resort to stone pelting the
maximum.

In last four months, Indian
security forces have killed over
200 Kashmiri youth in various
parts of IOK. Most of the killings
have even not reported in media.
Some of these Kashmiri youth
are taken into custody under the
provisions of Public Safety Act
and Armed Forces Special Power
Act and then tortured and killed.
Some of them are taken to LoC
and killed in fake encounters,
showing them as militants,
trying to enter IOK through AJK.
The firing along LoC by Indian
Army is a routine matter for
Indian Army. From the realist’s
perspective, there are two most
distinguished characteristics of
the current wave of Kashmiri
movement against Indian
occupation in IOK. First; the
Kashmiri youth has taken over
the entire freedom movement in
their hand ever since the cold
blooded murder of Burhan Wani,
a social media activist killed by
Indian Army on July 8, 2018.
Second, the Kashmir youth have
clearly identified Pakistan as
their destination. Affiliation with
Pakistan is pinching the India
more. For this dedicated love
with Pakistan, the Kashmir youth
are paying a very heavy price
in term of their lives, continued
brutalities at the hands of Indian
security forces, unemployment,
social and state discrimination
and above all a continuous Indian

KASH

occupation.

India has been warned by
people like former Chief Minister
of 10K, Dr Farooq Abdullah and
former External Affairs Minister,
Yaswant Sinha that, there has
to be some political solution
to Kashmir, rather killing the
youth. Dr Farooq Abdullah even
confessed that, Kashmiris love
Pakistan; “Here in Kashmir
people love Pakistan. Even if
you (New Delhi) will throw all
your treasuries open for them,
you can’t take away the sentiment
from their hearts.” Quietness of
international community over the
worst killings of Kashmiri youth
is meaningful. UN and civilized

international community must
understand that, Kashmir holds the
key for peace between Pakistan and
India and peace between these two
neighbours would guarantee peace
and stability of South Asia, which
further guarantee the international
peace, owing to nuclear dimension
of the dispute. Pakistan and the
people of Kashmir strongly realize
that, wars and conflicts are not
the solution of Kashmir dispute
as nothing came out from the
previous wars. Killing Kashmiri
youth for their demand of right of
self-determination, freedom from
Indian occupation and above all
for their love with Pakistan is not
the solution.
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Yet! Alines operates 7 Jetstream-41 advanced turbo prop alrcrafis catering to widest nebwork sectors every day.

Yeﬂ Airlines

You come first
wwraryetinirines.com

Witl Alriinves Domistle Pl Lid. Corpornie [ffes; Tilgeega, Kathmandy, Tel: 4465888 Fax: $465015 Aeservatioes: SE4E78 (Hunting Line], Kathmanda Alrpert 8453501 Emal: rewrvadons@yetiaiine oom
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