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BRI and the rise of the

Chinese Economic World Order

Asif

AS the President of the
United States has opened a newly
formed void by withdrawing the
US clutch

in the international market,
Chinese President on the other
hand, is determined to fill the gap
through the visionary initiative of
One Belt and One Road (BRI).

BRI is an extraordinary
example of Chinese President
Xi Xinping’s determination to
more inclusiveness for shared
prosperity, development, and
peace for the entire region and
beyond. A significant aspect
is that this pursuit by China is
not challenging or influencing
the other powers in the region
rather, it has opened the door for
cooperation and collaboration for
the greater good of the humanity,
linking this initiative to economic
and political integration.

There is a clear rise of the
Chinese economic world order
that is looming at large over the
international political economic
horizon. Since the beginning of
its economic growth, China has
adopted the policy of economic
cooperation on the basis of
mutual trust and benefits. Instead
of challenging other states’
influence, it has always remained
in search of raw markets around
the world to boost its domestic
industry. Following the agenda
of exploring raw markets,
infrastructure development,
power production and enhanced
communication system have
remained some of the main
features of Beijing’s agenda of
economic development.

The under-construction
China-Pakistan Economic

Corridor (CPEC) ‘resulted in the
true implementation of its agenda
of economic development in
Pakistan and China. Thousands
of kilometers long- CPEC is
aimed at connecting China with
Pakistan by creating a network
of railway tracks, construction
of highway network, pipelines,
and utility grids that will finally
connect China with the Central
Asian, West Asian and a part of
South Asia states. China’s this
multi-billion dollars project is part
of its mega initiative ‘BRI’ which
will connect Xinjiang- the largest
province of China with Gwadar
— deepest seaport of the world
and is located in the province of
Balochistan, providing both the
states short access to the Arabian
Sea.

Both regions have vast deserts
and mountains that gravely need
infrastructure and  economic
development.  Besides, these
provinces are home to many ethnic
minority groups and diverse
cultures. The CPEC project after
completion would enable both
Beijing and Pakistan to widen
their horizon to reach new and
better ~ competitive = markets
for their goods and services.
Moreover, the route will provide
an opportunity to Beijing to
transport its oil supplies from the
Middle East through pipelines to
Xinjiang, reducing a considerable
distance for Chinese ships. Thus,
the project itself influenced the
development of the entire region
for the foreseeable future.

BRI comprises of more
than  physical  connections,
aims to create the world’s

largest platform for economic
cooperation, including trade,

tourism, energy, power, oil and
mineral, social and cultural.
Further detailing, BRI action
plan has two main components:
the Silk Road Economic Belt
and the 21st Century Maritime
Silk Road (exhibit). The Silk
Road Economic Belt envisions as
many as three routes, connecting
China with Europe via Central
Asia, the Persian Gulf and the
Mediterranean and West Asia and
the Indian Ocean via South Asia
while the 21st Century Maritime
Silk Road is planned to create

linkages among the regional
waterways.
Over 60 countries, with

combine gross domestic product
(GDP) of approximately US$21
trillion, have expressed their
interest in the “Belt and Road”
initiative and efforts are being
made to grab the attention of
more countries. Nearly 30 heads
of states, chiefs of International
Monetary Fund, the World Bank,
the United Nations and delegates
from across the globe converged
in Beijing for the event, promoting
China’s Belt and Road initiative,
known as the Modern Silk Road.
The major intention behind this
vision is to build roads, railway
tracks, power stations, pipelines
and other infrastructure and
communication development in
order to link China with Central
Asian states, Europe, and Africa
by land and sea routes.

Around $900 billion of
investments financed by a
variety of China-backed banks
are projected.  Furthermore,
rising western powers also
deployed finances to develop
markets for their own produced
products and expand political

spheres of influence as well as
underdeveloped countries were
happy to take the money. In
fact, Beijing presents the Silk
Road as a stimulus for trade in
a world, striving with middling
economic growth and stalling
trade volumes.

Beijing has signed bilateral
cooperation agreements with
many of the states, including
Hungary, Mongolia, Russia,
Pakistan, Tajikistan and Turkey.
A large number of projects are
under construction, including
a train route between Eastern
China and Iran, which may be
later expanded to Europe. New
rail links with Laos and Thailand
and high-speed-rail project with
Indonesia are also part of ‘BRI.

To finance the projects, China
established the $40 billion Silk
Road Fund in 2014 and the bank
has made investments in various
key projects so far. These projects
are being considered as start of
BRI initiative; at the second stage
the mega-project will make more
comprehensive development.
Beijing intended to develop
six major economic corridors,
including China-Mongolia-
Russia, the New Eurasian Land
Bridge, Indo-China-Peninsula,
China-Central Asia-Western
Asia, China-Pakistan, and
Bangladesh-China-India and
Myanmar. These corridors will
be potential sites of energy and
industrial clusters.

The Chinese leadership is
well aware that by connecting
the countries along the new Silk
Road would enhance its share of
benefits which would ultimately
strengthen it’s the circle of
friendship. For achieving this

target, Beijing seeks interests
of all parties into account so
as to generate mutual benefits,
including environmental
management and closer cultural
exchanges. China wishes to
give full play to the comparative
advantages of each country and
promote all-around practical
cooperation.

Subsequently, the initiative
would positively affect the
need of many countries along
the Silk Road to improve their
infrastructure and deeper their
international trade relationships.
More pertinent is that the project
is the potential opportunity for
Beijing to transform the economic
well-being of the world in
general and developing countries
in particular. In addition, over
130 countries and more than 70
international organisations sent
their representatives to attend
China’s organized international
cooperation summit -‘Belt and
Road Forum’ held last year in
May in Beijing.

Despite numerous
opportunities that BRI can bring
to China and other countries
found along the new Silk Road,
the project has various challenges
to face. India’s opposition due
to its concerns over the CPEC
project turns the geopolitical
environment inherently unstable
in South Asia and the worlds
powers’ adjustment of their
policy towards this region might
add to the uncertainty. This
mix of international, regional,
national and extremist factors
might cause disruptive activities
and threatening the security of
BRI and its flagship project-
CPEC.

RSS media campaigning for 2019 Elections of India

Kiran

THE Economic Times’ in its
June 18, 2018 publication has
revealed that RSS and BJP start
firming up 2019 election strategy.
The newspaper disclosed that the
top leadership of RSS and BJP has
started a campaign for paving the
ground for re-election of BJP in
2019 Lok Sabha election in India.
In this regard, the leadership of
RSS and BJP has asked Modi
and members of BJP Central
Executive Committee to review
the performance of all BJP Lok
Sabha MPs and submit a report for
issuing of tickets to MPs for 2019
poll. Furthermore, “The Sangathan
Mantris have been tasked to find
out how each BJP MP’s work
in the constituency has been,
whether he has the support and is
still popular among the people.”

‘Times of India’ had already
warned Indian masses and major
Indian political parties in its 24
June 2017 publication that if
BJP wins 2019 election, there
will be a total change in India, a
total conversion into Hindutva.
The writer of this news item
opines, “I believe RSS and BJP
view the 2019 election as an

important milestone in their desire
to realise their long-standing
dream of establishing a Hindu
Rashtra.” In such an eventuality,
there will be no chance for any
other political force in 2024
election or thereafter. Indeed,
the 2019 election will be the
last opportunity for the political
opposition as well as the citizens
to stop this from happening.
Thereafter, it will be extremist
India,  promoting terrorism
against those, not following
the ideology of Hindutva.
It is worth mentioning that the
RSS is resolute in its idea of
India as a quintessentially Hindu
country. Since 1925, RSS has
been working on a constant
agenda of Hindu India. In this
regard, Sangh Parivar has always
acted as its support base. The
RSS and extremist Hindus were
against the partition of India to
make a new dominion in 1947.
In 2014 election, Mr Modi used
populism, nationalism and anti-
secularism to great effect and fired
up the imagination of millions
looking for instant progress and
national greatness. Hindutva is
now undeniably a mainstream

alternative to the idea of India
that most Indians grew up with.
Where do we go from here?
The UK Dbased newspaper
“The Guardians” said in its 12
November 2015 edition, “India
is being ruled by Hindu Taliban.”
Though India protested over this
statement but this is a reality, one
can find in entire India today.
Indeed, for making 2019 election
campaign a success for the BJP,
RSS and BJP are making use of
Government funds to manage
media in favour of BJP and for the
promotion of Hindutva ideology.
There has been recent revelation
by Cobrapost through ‘Operation
136°.

It was also revealed that
about Rs. 8,000 crore were
spent for media management
in the last general -election;
and that the budget for the
2019 poll will be much more.
It is worth mentioning that today’s
India has total domination of
RSS in sphere of Indian society
and Indian state affairs. This
extremist and terrorist group has
a very critical and definitive role
in Indian politics. Even being
the founder of Hindutva, it has

been criticized for its extremist
role throughout the Indian
history since its establishment in
1925. . Owing to its extremist role
and involvement in many terrorist
activities, RSS was once banned
by British Indian Government
and thrice by post-colonial
Indian governments. So much
so, its activist, Nathuram Godse,
murdered Mahatma Gandhi on
the accusation that Mahatma
Gandhi has liberal attitude
towards minorities in India. In
today’s India, RSS is involved in
all anti-Muslim terrorist activities
and has established a dedicated
militant wing Bajrang Dal to
terrorize  Muslims.  Besides,
this organization is terrorizing
Christians and other minorities
to convert into Hinduism.
The Indian society, particularly its
youth has been heavily influenced
by the Hinduvta ideology and
RSS philosophy. As an authentic
estimate, 10000-15000 people
join the RSS camp every month.
With this increasing number of
the RSS membership, bulk of
Indian society would become part
of RSS and its ideology in next 10
years. The most important aspect

of this membership is that Indian
leadership is vigorously following
this ideology and has taken steps
which are as per the dictates of
the RSS. India Premier Narindra
Modi is an active member of the
RSS who was nourished under
this organization right from his
childhood. As per Indian writer,
AG Noorani, “Modi is a lifelong
RSS activist (pracharak), having
left his family to dedicate himself
to the organisation. It, in turn,
ensured his rise to the post of the
highest executive of the country.”
The provident Indians have a
realization that RSS led policies
would lead this country towards
an extremist and terrorist India in
next two decades. After having
known the reality of RSS led
BJP Government, the civilized
international community is rapidly
reaching over the conclusion that
Hindutva and RSS are worst
enemies of peace, tolerance and
co-existence. The most worrisome
aspect for the world is that a
country with a population of 1.3
billion will play havoc at regional
and international level, once
totally converted into Hindutva
ideology.
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