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Chinas game changer BRI

C Kiran
IN South Asia the countries
overpowering the virtual

colonization enacted by westerners
which is prevailing in different
forms and manifestations .The
South Asian countries has been
trying to enlighten and to exercise
pure liberty and to elevate the
people lifestyles to achieve the
goal of prosperity. It is somewhat
evident as the colonial practices are
vastly executed to create and ruin
the governments that have only
paved the sense of deprivation. The
China has been emerging as the new
economic power of the region. The
Chinese policy makers have not
only prospered her own country and
have devised policy to involve the
surrounding countries to share the
benefit of her prosperity. The BRI
initiative has vision of prosperity
and welfares of poor masses of the
region in the form of connectivity.
China Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) is a multi-dimensional and
mega developmental project worth
$46 billion (initial) investment. It is
envisaged under the China’s One
Belt One Road (OBOR) policy
initiated by Xi Jinping. Its core
areas of focus are developmental

and  infrastructural  projects;
working on power projects,
fostering  industries,  building
economic  zones, constructing

roads, railway lines, highways,
motorways and developing ports
as well. In other words, CPEC
is a long-term socio-economic
transformation, integration and
cooperation strategy. It is aimed
at connecting Asian, African and
European countries through a
profound network of highways,

railways and roads.

On Pakistan’s side, it is
undoubtedly a game changer and
has the potential to boost Pakistan’s
crippling  economy, improve
infrastructure, expedite trade and
commerce activities, overcome
energy crisis, alleviate poverty,
generate excellent employment
opportunities and usher Pakistan
in the era of social, economic and
political development. According
to the recent presentation (CPEC:
Its impact on Pakistan’s economy)
by Ashfaque H Khan, “CPEC has
the potential to transform Pakistan
into a regional hub for trade and
investment and provide a unique
opportunity for Pakistan to boost its
strategic and economic position”.
There is no denying the fact that
this mega project has numerous
potential benefits for Pakistan.
They range from improvement of
infrastructure to the enhancement

of trade and business, wider
cooperation to regional
connectivity, creation of job

opportunities to the alleviation of
poverty, fulfilment of power deficit
to the industrial development,
advancement of truism to
expansion of FDI, deepening of ties
to bilateral relations and resultantly,
a sustainable economic growth in
the long run.

It is evident, under CPEC new
schools, colleges, railways and
economic and strategic routes will
be built. They as a result will open
new avenues for our country at
all fronts. This economic corridor
will link Gwadar (Balochistan,
Pakistan) to Kashgar (China) that
will upgrade Gwadar seaport and
uplift Balochistan at strategic and

economic fronts ultimately. In
addition, CPEC route will be a
gateway for trade among China,
Middle East, Africa and Central
Asia after construction. The
improved infrastructure will make
Pakistan a strategically important
country inthe region with enhanced
trade and commercial connectivity
between Asia, the Middle East and
Europe. Moreover, China Pakistan
Economic  Corridor (CPEC)
aims to bolster wider regional
connectivity and  cooperation.
According to news reports,
“CPEC can become an economic
connectivity and development
model for OBOR countries”.
Furthermore, China Pakistan
Economic  Corridor (CPEC)
will potentially help Pakistan
in curtailing  unemployment
through the creation of new
job opportunities. According to
news reports, CPEC will directly
create 700,000 jobs till 2030. In
turn, a major chunk of Pakistan’s
population will find suitable jobs
and will enter the workforce.
Similarly, CPEC will also
play an instrumental role in the
alleviation of poverty in Pakistan
by  curbing  unemployment
and economic disparity. This
development project will improve

living standards, bring stability
and progress in the country.
The famous British scholar,

Anatol Lieven says; “There is no
doubt that continued economic
development is the key to a strong
Pakistan. The Corridor will help
alleviate poverty in Pakistan by
creating new business and job
opportunities”. Additionally, this
project’s one of top agendas is

addressing Pakistan’s looming
energy  crisis. Approximately,
$ 34 billion are to be invested
for power generation through
building coal, hydro, wind and
solar power plants. In doing so,
almost 17,000 MW energy will
be generated by the installation of
these power plants that can really
go a long way towards solving the
power deficit in our homeland. It
is believed that electricity is the
wheel of socio-economic progress
and industrial development. Thus,
CPEC’s energy generation projects
will ensure uninterrupted power
supply and improve the efficiency
of industries.

Meanwhile, due to CPEC
and the improved infrastructure
and economic stability, our
tourism sector will also improve.
Likewise, foreign direct
investment (FDI) will also rise.
A news report reveals that “The
CPEC commitment and financial
flows have helped accelerate
Pakistan’s GDP growth rate from
3.7toaround 5.7 per cent; its stock
market is the best-performing in
Asia; it has been reclassified as
an emerging rather than frontier
market, and western companies
are now open to investing here”.

Doubtlessly, CPEC will further
deepen this friendly relationship
and strategic partnership between
China and Pakistan. Another
report suggests that “CPEC is a
golden opportunity for Pakistan
to foster political cooperation,
deepen bilateral relations, gain
mutual benefits and achieve win-
win outcomes”. Beyond any doubt,
CPEC will strengthen economic
and political cooperation and

mutual understanding between
both states. There is no doubt
that China Pakistan Economic
Corridor is a harbinger of
economic development, stability
and prosperity for Pakistan. It
has the potential to bring about
long-term economic progress in
Pakistan.

According to the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), “CPEC
can help close Pakistan’s power
deficit, significantly improve its
fuel mix, and boost GDP by adding
$13 billion in 7 years”. Besides,
the eminent British scholar,
Anatol Lieven says; “CPEC is
an economic breakthrough for
Pakistan, and if it works out can
generate as much as three or
four times the initial $46 billion
investment”. Most importantly,
this project is expected to
significantly contribute in the
annual economic growth rate of
Pakistan that will truly result in
economic boom in the country.

It is a fact that this mega project
can be a catalyst for economic
advancement and social prosperity
of Pakistan in the long run; if
internal and external challenges to
it including security, law and order
situation, corruption, transparency
and accountability, provincial
harmony and political stability are
tackled. Pakistan will be reaping
greater benefits from economic
corridor in coming years if
CPEC’s resources are utilized in
a transparent and a responsible
manner. The BRI is liberating
the South Asia from the virtual
colonization that has still been
exercising in South Asian nations
one way or the other.

India’s State Terrorism

Jil

Indian intelligence agency
RAW has been planning terror
acts through sub-nationalists
organizations and militants of
banned TTP in Balochistan,
FATA and other parts of Pakistan.
Yet, it accuses Pakistan of almost
every terror incident in India,
and spares no opportunity of
berating Pakistan to get Pakistan
declared as a state that sponsors
terrorism. India has been working
on various strategies. However,
after realising the infecundity
of Cold Start Doctrine India
evolved a new strategy to stir
violence in Balochistan and
elsewhere in Pakistan. However,
with the arrest and confessional
statement of RAW terrorist
Kulbushan Yadev, India stands
fully exposed, as Pakistan has
now concrete evidence of India’s
vile activities and state terrorism.
Pakistan has rightly taken up
the matter with Iran, and sought
its help to arrest Kulbhoshan’s
accomplices. The government
should send delegations to
important capitals of the world to
apprise of India’s state terrorism.
India considers Pakistan as an
impediment to its ambitions to
have a big power status in the
region and beyond. To neutralise
Pakistan, India’s other part of
the strategy is to boost ties with
the countries Pakistan has had
close relations i.e. US, Saudi

Arabia, UAE and Iran. In the past,
Pakistan had stood by Iran and
supported its right to use nuclear
technology for peaceful purposes.
In November 2009, India had
joined the US in voting against
Iran in a resolution passed by UN
atomic watchdog IAEA censuring
Iran over its controversial nuclear
program, and demanding to
stop uranium enrichment. At a
meeting of the 35-member board
of governors of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
in Austrian capital Vienna, 25
countries had voted in favor
of the resolution spearheaded
by the US. Earlier, India had
voted against Iran in September
2005 and February 2006,
whereas Pakistan had abstained.
Of course, Saudi Arabia and Iran
have every right to decide about
the extent of their relationship
with India. The question is: if
Saudi Arabia and Iran can have
good relations with India at the
same time, why Pakistan cannot
have good relations with both
brotherly countries. Pakistan has
always stood by Saudi Arabia,
and joined the 34-countries
Saudi Arabia-led alliance. It
enjoyed excellent relations
with Saudi Arabia except once
adverse reaction when Pakistani
Parliament ruled that Pakistan
should not become a party to the
conflict between Iran and Saudi
Arabia over Yemeni crisis, and

should rather play a reconciliatory
role. Anyhow, during Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to Saudi Arabia, King
Salman bin Abdulaziz conferred
on him the prestigious award, and
inked agreements on intelligence
sharing in addition to trade and
other agreements. One analyst
said there is a message for
Pakistan that Pakistan should do
what the kingdom wants it to do.
Pakistan should not worry, as
Saudi Arabia understands the
importance of Pakistan, and how
Pakistan stood by Saudi Arabia
in the past, and had stationed two
brigades to ward off any internal
and external threats. Even now
Pakistan is committed to support
Saudi Arabia in the event of
internal or external threats. Of
course, those Pakistanis who
support Saudi Arabia and wish to
support the brotherly country in
case of internal trouble or in the
event of foreign aggression expect
of Saudi Arabia to condemn
India’s sponsored terrorist acts
in  Pakistan.  Unfortunately,
Iran and Saudi Arabia kept
mum over involvement of
Indian RAW in vile activities to
destabilise Pakistan, and has not
censured India after the arrest
of RAW’s terrorist Kulbushan
Yadev. The question is whether
they will support Pakistan, or
at least tell India to abstain of
its vile acts using their soil?

Fact of the matter is that India
is a big country with a lot of
resources, and a market of 1200
million people. And no country
in the world would like to ignore
or annoy it. Last year, Pakistan
had handed over dossiers of
India’s involvement and support
to the Baloch sub-nationalists
organisations to the UN and also
to the United States. But they
did not say a word, not to speak
of investigating the allegations
Pakistan made. UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon was
asked by a media man about the
dossier Pakistan had handed over.
Instead of answering, he said that
he wished to see good relations
between India and Pakistan.
Pakistan has to understand that all
countries of the world, especially
US, EU, Iran or Saudi Arabia, set
their priorities keeping in view
their needs and national interests.
On the other hand, Pakistan has
been advancing interests of the US
and so-called friendly countries.
Of course, it is because of
dependency  syndrome  that
Pakistan is obliged to buckle
under various kinds of pressures.
Our economic crisis is the result
of continuous plunder and
mismanagement of resources by
the unscrupulous pack of leaders.
How can we claim to be a free and
sovereign nation when the basic
economic decisions are dictated
by international lenders? There is

no denying that the economy is in
dire straits; corruption is rampant
not at the top level but lower
levels and majority of the people
are living below the poverty line.
Therefore, Pakistan hasto focus on
elimination of corruption, revival
of the economy and building up
the capacity to pay back foreign
loans, instead of taking more
loans. It should be borne in
mind that by piling up the debt
mountain, Pakistan may one day
fail to pay the loans and interest.
Pakistan military has been able
to decimate the infrastructure
and hideouts of the terrorists,
and both civil and military
leadership is resolved to root out
the menace of terrorism from its
soil. There is a redeeming feature,
that India is drawing flak for its
policies towards minorities, and
Indian media is already actively
highlighting the radicalization
of Indian Society, pathetic state
of Minorities in India and its
eroding secularism. Anyhow,
Pakistan should seek fresh
avenues of regional cooperation.
Regional  forum, including
China and Central Asia will be
a great platform to coordinate
efforts to fight terrorism. China
and Pakistan are partners in the
CPEC project; however, there
is need to sensitise china on the
Indian efforts to spoil Pak-China
friendship and cooperation.
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