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Dejected Indian Dalits

C Kiran

Dalit is a word of Sanskrit
language. It means crushed,
suppressed, smashed, broken
to pieces; unfortunately the
Dalits practically reflect the real
meanings of this word. In India,
the Dalits are the people who are
often denied the right to education
and the right to employment
through systemic discrimination
and abuse in the Indian society.
The Indian society does not let the
Dalits get education, particularly
the higher education yet some
Dalits living abroad succeed
in getting education but being
educated does not make them °
honourable and respected’ in the
Indian society. “Being a Dalit is
like you are born with a stamp
on your forehead and you can
never get rid of it,” says Amit, a
Dalit Video Volunteer in a video
message. A renowned Georgian
journalist ~ Natalia  Antelava
also commented on the worst
circumstances faced by the Dalits
in India in the words conveying
the same meanings, “Dalits are
at the bottom of the Hindu caste
system and despite laws to protect
them; they still face widespread
discrimination in India.”

The CNN published a very
heart-rending rather agonizing
report on the painfully insulting

situation of the Dalits in India
somewhere in 2012. The report
included the story of Dr. Vinod
Sonkar’s short visit to a tea shop
at Rajasthan. Dr. Vinod Sonkar
was a PhD in law and was
teaching at a Delhi university
that time. He told the CNN
correspondent that for years he
had worked hard to leave behind
his childhood of poverty, abuse at
school and teasing at university.
By the time he had walked into
that teashop, he had turned his
life into a success story. As the
shop owner handed him his
tea, he asked him what caste he
belonged to. “I am a Dalit,” Dr
Sonkar said. “In that case, wash
your glass when you are done,”
warned him the tea- shop owner.
Dr. Sonkar said, “He didn’t want
to touch whatever I had touched.
I made it impure because I am
an untouchable.” Unable to bear
that insult, Dr. Sonkar flew the
glass across the room, straight
into the wall, threw money on
the counter — enough for the
tea he drank and the glass he
had smashed — and walked out.
Situation is still the same there
for the Dalits even now in 2018.

According to the Hindu caste
system, the Dalits are meant
for doing the things of very
low and cheap category. But

astonishingly, the upper-caste
Hindus feel pride in using rather
misusing the Dalit women for
their brutal sexual desires. They
think that sexual exploitation of
the Dalit women is an undeniable
right of the upper-caste Hindu
men. If a Dalit woman shows

any resistance in the way
to her sexual exploitation,
she has to face horrible

consequences. Recently on 2nd
of this November, a 13-year-
old Dalit girl was beheaded in
one of India’s southern states.
According to the police her
assailant belonged to a higher,
majority caste. This brutally
cruel incident took place in the
Salem district of Tamil Nadu.
The victim had rejected the
sexual advances of her assailant.
He got angry and in his rage and
fury beheaded the young girl.
Though the local police have
registered a legal case against
the murderer but girl’s parents
are very much sure that nothing
would be done against that
upper-caste Hindu.

Certainly  this  situation
regarding exploitation of Dalit’s
rights is the ever-worst example
of human rights violations. But it
is the wicked stubbornness of the
Indian authorities that instead
of giving the Dalits their basic

rights, they are raising a baseless
hue and cry over the working of
United Nation’s Human Rights
Council. The deputy permanent
representative of India before the
UN Ambassador, Mr.Tanmaya
Lal said in the recent session
of the UN General Assembly
on Human Rights Council,
“Although the Human Rights
Council continues to expand
with an increasing number of
resolutions and decisions, a
greater frequency of meetings
and special sessions, the
effectiveness of its work
however, it is not always
clear though a very broad
normative framework of human
rights treaties and pacts has
evolved.” The UN authorities
have expressed their serious
reservations on the statement
of Mr. Tanmaya Lal in a press
release on 2nd November,
2018. The press release says,
“While many Member States
commended the work of the
Human Rights Council as
crucial in the promotion and
protection of universal human
rights, others expressed concern
over its subjectivity, double
standards and politicization.”
Experts are of the opinion that
Tanmaya Lal’s criticism on the
working of UN’s Human Rights

Council was in fact a desperate
reaction to the report which
was presented last June by the
UN’s High Commissioner for
Human Rights. The report had
referred to the Indian atrocities
in the valley of Indian Occupied
Kashmir. The report had said, “In
responding to demonstrations
that started in 2016, Indian
security forces used excessive
force that led to unlawful
killings and a very high number
of injuries in the Indian held
Kashmir.” In response to that
report, U.N. High Commissioner
for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al
Hussein had called for maximum
restraint and denounced the lack
of prosecutions of Indian forces
in Jammu and Kashmir due to a
1990 law giving them what he
called “virtual immunity”. He
also insisted on formulation of
an inquiry commission for the
investigation of sites of mass
graves in the Valley of Jammu
and Kashmir. It is something
very positive that UN’s Human
Rights Council is well aware of
the Indian atrocities in the Indian
Held Kashmir but there must be
someone who could take care of
the millions of Dalits who are
living a miserably painful life in
India.

Regional connectivity engines of growth

PRESIDENT Xi Jinping’s
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
and China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), as its flagship
project, have connected Pakistan
with China and the Central Asian
States. Pakistan is emerging as
a hub of economic connectivity
among the South Asian, West
Asian and Central Asian States.
Therefore, many nations are
contemplating to establish
economic relations with Pakistan
and invest in CPEC projects.
The government of Pakistan
announced to establish nine
special economic zones as part
of CPEC. Indeed, these zones
will be the ‘engines of growth’.
The government is struggling to
attract foreign direct investment
in these zones. On November
13,2018, Tehmina Janjua,
Foreign Secretary, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Pakistan
said: “Connectivity is the name
of the game of the century —
every country wants to increase
connectivity and Pakistan
too is desirable of this. After
all, connectivity and mobility
facilitate prosperity and well-
being of the region.”

The Central Asian leadership
had acknowledged the geo-
economic significance of
Pakistan. The President of the
Republic of Tajikistan, H.E.
Emomali Rahmon opined
that: “Trade and economic
opportunities of Pakistan, its
geo-strategic position and
influence in South Asia and in
the Islamic world are of great
importance for Tajikistan.” H.E.
Mr. Furqat Sidiqov, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the Republic of Uzbekistan

pointed out that his country
is interested to use Pakistan’s
seaports for trade. Hence, CPEC
will connect the landlocked
Central Asia States with sea and
create economic opportunities
for Pakistan. Pakistan, presently,
needs to undertake its Central
Asia policy very seriously due to
its energy needs, regional/global
political and economic objectives.
Cultural, faith & custom affinities
with the people of Central Asian
States creates an advantageous
environment for Islamabad to
cultivate better relations with
these nations. Islamabad needs to
chalk out and execute economic
engagement plans with Central
Asian States through long-term
economic projects, bilateral
agreements and membership
of multinational regional
organizations.

The critical examination
of Pakistan’s Central Asian
policy reveals that it has
successfully cultivated cordial
diplomatic relations with all
the Central Asian States since
their independence from the
former Soviet Union in 1991.
It is engaging the Central Asian
States at the multilateral forums
as well as bilaterally. The positive
development is that the Central
Asian States are also interested
to benefit from the CPEC. They
realize that both geographically
and historically, the only logical
routes for the Central Asian
States to the sea are through
Afghanistan and Pakistan. The
Central Asian States supported
Pakistan in securing the
membership of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization.
Pakistan’s full membership

of Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) in June
2017 has further cemented its
relations with the Central Asian
states. Perhaps, the SCO full
membership enables Pakistan to
share its experience in combating
the menace of terrorism in

the region. In addition, the
materialization of the projects
such as CASA 1000, TAPI,

etc improve the connectivity
between Pakistan and Central
Asia States. While speaking

at the seminar on November

13, H.E. Mr. Sherali Jononov,
Ambassador of the Republic

of Tajikistan claimed; “We
believe the Joint Commission on
Trade, Economic, Scientific and
Technical Cooperation between
Tajikistan and Pakistan, the sixth
session of which is planned to
be held in Dushanbe this year, is
very important for expansion of
our relations.”

South Asia, currently, is one of
the least integrated regions. The
regional economic connectivity
is weak due to India and
Pakistan strategic competition.
For improving their national
economies, the South Asian States
need to expand their relations by
improving economic cooperation
among them. But they failed due
to India’s hegemonic designs and
non-acceptance of others as equal
sovereign states in the region.
South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
is virtually non-functional.
India-Pakistan animosity and
New Delhi’s ambition to isolate
Islamabad resulted in a deadlock
between them. Since May 2014,
their relations have been spiraling
downwards. Prime Minister Modi

and his Party BJP are fanning the
tension with Pakistan for their
domestic political advantages.
They have been using anti-
Pakistan narrative to muster the
support of Hindu fundamentalists
in the forthcoming states and
national elections. Indeed, these
developments are not favourable
for the regional economic

connectivity. To conclude, the
BRI provides opportunities

to enhance the economic
connectivity among more than
sixty States. CPEC is one of the
corridors through which trade,
commerce and people flow within
and across countries. Perhaps,
such flow is imperative for
economic prosperity.’
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Yetl Alrlines operates 7 betstream-41 advanced turbo prop alrcrafts catering to widest nebwork seciors every day.

Yeti Airlines

Yol Alrfine Domesiie Pyl Lbd, Corporats Cifice: Tilganga, Kathmandu, Tel: 4465888 Fax: $465115 Reservations: S4GEETH (Hunting Line), Kathaandy Alngort: £493500 Emal: rewraations @ptiailines com
sBradragun 133-455732+ Biratragan 021536512« Tumlingtar: [R5-5751 M=karakpur: (d1-52004 7+ Brargtpur: 056-513136+Poichara; 061464888+ hairahawa: 0TL-52751 7+ Kepalgunj: 0E1-526556+ Dhangadl: 051-510004

Far amy sendoe sugpestions, call 977-1-4465888 {Ext. £21) or emall us ot feedbaduShyetiairlines.mm
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