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Incessantindia’sBarbarityin Kashmir

M Chaudhry

DESPITE use of brutal
force and repressive measures,
Kashmiris refuse to bow down;
they stand tall and are resolved
to continue their struggle to
achieve their right for self-
determination. Anti-India
protests and clashes erupted in
parts of the disputed Kashmir
on Wednesday after a gun-
battle between freedom fighters
and government forces that
killed at least two, a civilian
and a counterinsurgency police
official. A dozen journalists
covering the fighting were
beaten by counterinsurgency
policemen and some of them
were injured. Thousands in
Srinagar participated in the
joint funeral of the slain rebels
and the civilian while chanting
slogans such as “Go India, go
back” and “Long live Pakistan.”
They marched with the bodies
to Srinagar’s main martyrs’
graveyard, where bodied of
hundreds of Kashmiri freedom
fighters and civilians killed
during nearly three decades of
fighting are buried. Government
forces fired tear gas and shotgun
pellets to stop the protesters.

Clashes between government
troops and residents occurred on
Tuesday during the last phase
of local council elections that

Sikhs for Referendum 2020

C Kiran

AS published in the Mail
on Line, London, on 12 August
2018, members of the Sikh
community led by ‘Sikhs for
Justice’ gathered in Trafalgar
Square in central London on
August 12, 2018 and called
for a referendum by the global
Sikh community to establish
India’s Punjab state as an
independent country. The
rally comprised of thousands
of expatriate Sikhs and their
supporters, who demanded a
referendum on an independent
homeland to be carved out
of India. They brandished
banners reading ‘Free Punjab,
End Indian  occupation’,
‘Punjab Referendum 2020

had a low turnout in Muslim-
dominated areas of the region.
Kashmiri leaders had called

for a boycott, viewing the polls
as an illegitimate exercise
under military occupation.
After suffering from decades of
repression from Indian forces,
Kashmiris youth took up the
arms since 1989. India accuses
Pakistan of arming and training
the militants, a charge Pakistan
denies. Nearly 90,000 people
have been killed in the uprising
and the ensuing Indian military
crackdown. Last week, Indian
occupation forces martyred
Manan Wani, Ph.D. scholar at
Aligarh University after which
Kashmiri leaders had given a
call for complete strike. The
martyrdom of another popular
Kashmiri leader Burhan Wani by
Indian occupation forces in July
2016 had sparked fierce protests
in Indian Occupied Kashmir
(IOK) that left more than 100
dead and many injured.

Sheikh Abdul Rasheed, MLA
from North Kashmir’s Langate
constituency was detained on
Sunday for holding a protest
march in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Srinagar. The protest was in
“solidarity” with Kashmiri
students of the Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU) who were
booked on sedition charges

alleging that they raised anti-
India slogans and tried to hold

a prayer meet for for Hizbul
Mujahideen commander Manan
Wani, who was killed in an
encounter in north Kashmir
Thursday. Apart from terrorizing
the Kashmiri youth in IOK, the
Indians are also harassing the
Kashmiri students of Aligarh
University. Reportedly, due to
government’s pressure, few
Kashmiri students have been
suspended by the University
administration. Resultantly, over
one thousand Kashmiri students
have announced to surrender
their degrees if suspension

order of their colleagues is not
revoked. Kashmiris are prepared
to sacrifice everything to liberate
themselves from Indian rule and
their tyrannical suppression that
continues for decades.

In August, the Supreme
Court of India heard a petition
challenging the validity of
Article 35-A of the Constitution.
The Union Government
appealed for the hearings
to be deferred as the local
body elections were yet to be
conducted. Hence, on August
31, the Supreme Court deferred
hearing the matter till the second
week of January in 2019. Indian
government had gone berserk,
as even BJP allies in the state

part of a democratic society.”
Gurpatwant S. Pannun, legal
advisor to Sikhs for Justice,
said, “This is a peaceful,
democratic campaign to give
Sikhs the right to determine
their own future”.

The Sikhs determination
to make Indian Punjab a
separate country for them is
a long standing requirement
because of the injustices done
to them, as a minority in India.
To undermine Sikh identity,
culture and their demand
for a separate homeland;
apart from promoting the
extremist Hindu organizations
to mistreat the Sikhs, the
Indian government has also
been using state terrorism to

for Khalistan’ and ‘We will  suppress them.
re-establish Punjab as an The Sikhs in Indian
independent country’. Punjab have suffered

As published in the Times
of India on 12 August, the
pro-Khalistan rally was called
London Declaration, and its
purpose was to kick-start a
campaign for a non-binding
referendum on  Punjab’s
independence in 2020. Some
of the protesters said, they felt
Sikhs were treated unfairly in
India and did not have equal
rights. More than 3,000 Sikhs

took part in the rally.

As per the above
newspaper, the Indian
government  discussed its

concern with UK officials
over the activity of expatriate
Sikhs, who want to create
a homeland of Khalistan
in India’s northern Punjab
state. The UK’s Foreign
Office confirmed it discussed
the rally with the Indian
High Commission, but a
spokeswoman told AFP that
a “Peaceful protest is a vital

indiscriminate use of state
terrorism to suppress their
initial demand of their right
to have autonomy, which was
refused to them repeatedly.
After being frustrated by
the government’s strategy
to use Hindu extremists
and state forces to commit
rampant human rights (HR)
violations against the Sikhs,
the community demanded
independence from India.

In 1980, the Sikhs
started an armed struggle
against the Indian yoke. As a
consequence, Indian Army’s
major violation of Sikhs
human rights resulted in the
desecration of their most
sacred shrine in Amritsar,
the Golden Temple. The
government launched an
attack with tanks on June
1984, to kill Sikh freedom
fighters residing there. The
death toll of the attack was

estimated to be as high
as 2,000 Sikhs. Since the
attack in 1984, as noted by
Amnesty International, the
Indian Government has been
using state forces to suppress
their freedom struggle by

committing  indiscriminate
atrocities against them.
For example, to

interrogate the Sikh freedom
fighters, Chilli powder was
sprinkled in their eyes. Sikhs
were hung upside down from
ceilings till they became
unconscious. Their body
joints were battered. Electric
shocks were administered,
making most of the youth
impotent.  Sikh  women,
during interrogation, were
also hurt very badly.

Moreover, violence is
inflicted on the parents in the
presence of their sons and
daughters and vice-versa.
Adult girls are sexually
assaulted, pregnancies are
terminated of  expectant
females. Sikhs are subjected
to severe beatings and filthy
abuse in the presence of
their village folks. Dead
bodies of Sikhs killed in fake
encounters are not handed
over to their parents to conceal
marks of excessive violence.
Indiscriminate atrocities are
committed against the parents
of underground youth of the
area where militant action
took place. However, as stated
by a prominent Sikh leader,
Dr Amarjeet Singh in Dunya
Kamran Khan Kay Sath
programme recently, “India,
with the massacre of 0.15
million Sikhs over the course
of 32 years, has not been
able to crush the Khalistan
movement”.

assembly announced to boycott
local bodies’ polls. The scale of
the popular uprising in Kashmir
can be judged from the fact,
that on many occasions during
the month of July-August 2018,
virtually the entire population
of Srinagar came out on the
streets to stage demonstrations
to protest the attempt by the
Government of India to scrap
the Article 35-A of the Indian
constitution, which gives the
special rights and privileges to
the state subject of Jammu and
Kashmir.

The abrogation of this
constitutional provision is
a conspiracy to change the
demographic composition of
the state. However, the Supreme
Court of India adjourned the
hearing of Article 35-A till
January 2019. Over the last
seventy years, Indian occupation
has become increasingly brutal.
Indian army has tried its best to
subjugate the people of Kashmir
with its 700,000 military and
paramilitary forces, but to no
avail. Anyhow, the brutalities
of Indian government should
not go unnoticed, and it is the
responsibility of the Kashmiri
diaspora to raise the voice of
voiceless people in the corridors
of powers all over the world.
There are UNSC resolutions

oGt 9 e AU 2093 2ol
T JAITHT BT AT e AL,
QAR o, JATTTTBE AT

bestowing on the people of
Kashmir the right to self-
determination whereby they could
join India or Pakistan through
plebiscite to be held under the
aegis of the United Nations.

First prime minister of India
Jwaharlal Nehru had promised
on the floor of the Assembly
that US resolution would be
implemented. Anyhow, peace
in the region of South Asia
remains elusive because of the
Kashmir dispute. The Joint
Resistance Leadership described
the statement of new UN rights
chief, Michelle Bachelet as
a ray of hope for the people
of occupied Kashmir, facing
the brunt of human rights
violations at the hands of Indian
occupation forces. There is
something worth appreciating. In
response to Indian government’s
ban on Pakistani film and also
denigrating Pakistani institutions
in the movies, Pakistan Film
Producers Association demanded
a complete ban on the release
of Indian films in the country.
Saudi Arabia recently allowed
cinemas to screen films in the
country and Saudi cinema board
selected Pakistani film “Parwaaz
Hai Junoon” for screening in
Saudi cinemas which is indeed a
great honour and credit goes to
Pakistan film industry.
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Yetl Alrlines operates 7 betstream-41 advanced turbo prop alrcrafts catering to widest nebwork seciors every day.

Yeti Airlines
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