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The factuality of Mumbai attack 2008

M Roshan

ACCORDING to Times of
India (Nov 18, 2018), an inquiry
is underway to establish the
facts, as who issued the domicile
to Ajmal Kasab, the main
attacker of Mumbai attacks-2008.
Kasab was hanged on November
21, 2012 in Yerwada Jail in
Pune. It was revealed a month
earlier that as per revenue
records of Bidhoona Tehsil of
Auraiya district in UP State,
Ajaml Kasab was an Indian
domicile holder of UP. This
Indian Newspaper revealed that
the concerned lekhpal (revenue
officer) has been suspended and
an inquiry has been ordered by
the District Administration. The
details show that in the domicile,
Ajmal Kasab’s birth place is
written as Bidhoona and his
father’s name is mentioned as
Mohd Amir. His mother’s name
is mentioned Mumtaz Begum.
The certificate bore registration
no: 181620020060722. Though,
Indian authorities have cancelled
the domicile and are conducting
an investigation, however, this
revelation means a lot. Indian
authorities may declare it as fake
certificate but, after all, it was
well documented and recorded in
the record of District Revenue of
Auraiya District.

Irrespective of the fact that
who was Ajmal Kasab and what

was his nationality, it was quite
upsetting that this entire drama
was staged/managed by Indian
Government. Very surprisingly,
the leadership of this greatest
democracy of the world has
dared to kill its own citizens to
defame its neighbours or else for
strengthening anti-terrorist laws,
again against its own people.
According to Times of India, a
former Under Secretary of Indian
Home Ministry Mr R V S Mani,
has revealed that “the Indian
government, Not Pakistan, was
behind the Parliament Attack
(13/12,2001) and Mumbai Attack
(26/11 2008) India.” This officer
of the rank of Under Secretary

of Indian Home Ministry was
categorical in his revelation that,
this was orchestrated by India

to formulate and strengthen the
counter-terrorism laws in India
and to defame Pakistan. As per
the Times of India, Mr Mani has
submitted an affidavit in the court
stating that a member of CBI-SIT
probe team, Mr Satish Verma
told him that these attacks were
carried out “with the objective of
strengthening the counter-terror
legislation.” The unfortunate
attacks on Indian financial capital
Mumbai on November 26, 2008,
had killed 167 innocent people,
including Hemant Karkare;
in-charge of Anti-terror Squad,
who was conducting inquiry

of terror attack committed by
serving Indian Army officer,
Colonel Prashad Srikant Purohit;
arrested on the charges of attack
on Malegaon Mosque bomb blast
and Samjota Express.

Indeed, it was a fateful day
for this 13 million population
city, Mumbai. Without any
investigation, Indian Government
and media immediately pointed
fingers towards Pakistan. The
then Indian Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, also issued
a reckless statement that,

“roots of these attacks are in a
neighbouring country and —
neighbouring countries should
not allow their soil to be used by
terrorists”. Earlier on December
13, 2001, India alleged Pakistani
intelligence agencies in an attack
made on its Parliament and
taking that as a raison d’étre,
mobilized its forces all along

the international border. Later
investigations could not prove
the allegations on Pakistan and a
poor Kashmiri; Afzal Guru, was
arrested and subsequently hanged
on February 9, 2013, a political
murder indeed.

Earlier, in year 2000, India
staged a drama of killing 36 Sikhs
in Indian Occupied Kashmir, on
the eve of the visit of former US
President, Bill Clinton. Later
investigation proved that RAW
was behind killing these Sikhs to

defame Pakistan. In 2003, Hindu
extremists of BJP and RSS burnt a
number of compartments of a train
carrying Hindu pilgrims in Gujrat
and levelled the charges against
Muslims, subsequently causing
massacre of over 2900 innocent
Muslims. Later on as result of
investigation, it was proved that
this was an act of BJP and RSS to
instigate Hindus against Muslims.
Again, in 2007, Hindu extremist
elements burnt alive dozens of the
passengers of Samjota Express
near Panipat while en-route to
Pakistan and immediately leveled
the changes against Pakistani
intelligence agencies.

Recalling the Cuban Missile
Crisis, President J F Kennedy
was asked by US Defence
apparatus to approve a plan
whereby committing perceived
acts of terrorism in US cities
and blamed Cuba in order to
create public support for a
war against that nation. A part
of these proposed operations
was, “Operation Northwoods.”
This operation was to “develop
a Communist Cuban terror
campaign in the Miami area,
Florida and even in Washington.
Operation Northwoods
proposals included hijackings
and bombings followed by the
introduction of phony evidence
that would implicate the Cuban
government and the former

Soviet Union. The ultimate
objective of this entire planning
was “The desired results from
the execution of this plan would
be to place the United States in
the apparent position of suffering
defensible grievances from a rash
and irresponsible government
of Cuba and to develop an
international image of a Cuban
threat to peace in the Western
Hemisphere.” US Joint Chiefs of
Staff though authorized this plan,
but President John F Kennedy
rejected it. The powerful lobby in
the US later ensured a meticulous
assassination of John F Kennedy.
Indeed, Indian RAW and its
powerful military high command
wanted repeat of US model which
could not be stopped by the then
premiers like Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and Manmohan Singh or else,
they were kept in darkness by
powerful hawks. Whatever be the
case, truth cannot be hidden for
a long. Today, Indian democracy
and secularism stand exposed.
What all its leadership needs to
do is, to investigate the incidents,
apologise from Pakistan for
defaming it and the victims, its
own citizens. Besides, India must
stop sponsoring and conducting
inhuman and heinous acts of
state-sponsored terrorism against
its neighbours and even against
its own citizens, particularly the
minorities.

Plight of Sikhs in India after Operation Blue Star

Kiran

Dr Gurnam Signh, a professor
in the Coventry University, United
Kingdom draws parallels between
Operation Blue Star and Normandy
Landing (Operation Neptune and
Operation Overlord) in his column,
“30 Years after Operation Blue Star,
Where Do Sikh Go from Here”.
Both operations took place on
June 6 and both have heavy troops
participation. More over both
were implemented in two stages
and were against the culture and
races. Dr Gurnam Singh describes
that, on June 6, 1984, the Indian
Army right in their sacred shrine
attacked Sikhs. In his wordings,
“6th June 1984 “we witnessed
the enactment of another military
operation, and like D-Day, the
operation involved some 150,000
troops, but with one significant
difference; on this occasion, the
fight was not to defeat fascism,
but the Indian Army invading a
holy place and killing thousands
of its own citizens.” Indian official
figures of the casualties during
this grand operation are less than
1000, however, independent
sources estimates more than 20,000
people mostly innocent Sikhs lost
their lives during operation Blue
Star. According to SGPC, there
were over 10,000 pairs of shoes
unclaimed after the attack on
Golden Temple.

Like the Normandy Landing,
Indian Army Operation against
Golden Temple was in two stages.
In first stage; Operation Blue Star,
a full scale military operation was
launched against Darbar Sahib
(Golden Temple) in Armitsar. In
four days, Darbar Sahib was totally
ruined. Darbar Sahib is the Shrine
of over 30 million Sikhs all around
the world. Stage two was the
“Operation Wood Rose”. During
this stage, Indian Army attacked

over 50 historical Gurdwaras
all around in East Punjab with a
mandate to; “round up amridhari
(baptised) Sikh boys and men of
fighting age and take them into
custody.” And in next few weeks,
thousands of the Sikhs were arrested
and imprisoned, where they were
tortured and killed inhumanly. The
local and international media was
banned for months in East Punjab
to report the Sikh’s massacre in the
area.

On October 31, 1984, the
killing of former Indian Prime
Minister, Indira Gandhi by her
two Sikh guards was indeed a
retaliation of the Sikh’s massacre,
unleashed after June 2, 1984.
Later Indian Army Chief (General
Arun Shridhar Vaidya), who led
the operation Blue Star was also
assassinated in 1986 in Pune by two
Sikhs, Harjinder Singh Jinda and
Sukhdev Singh Sukha. Both events
were vengeance by Sikhs, since
the operation against the Darbar
Sahaib was ordered by Ms Gandhi,
who despite refusal by then Vice
Chief of Indian Army launched the
military operation. What happened
after the assassination of Ms
Indira Gandhi, it is a horror and
a real black spot over the Indian
secularism and democracy?

According to neutral sources,
within first four days, over 10,000
innocent Sikhs having no linkages
with attack on Ms Gandhi were
killed mercilessly (mostly burnt
alive) in New Delhi only. This was
under the eyes of global leaders,
who came from all over to attend the
funeral of Ms Gandhi. The killing
of Sikhs after Operation Blue Star
was not communal riots, as Indian
officials and Indian Government
claimed. Indeed, it was a well
planned and systemic series of
attacks on Sikh community all over
the India. This can be derived from

the statement of Rajeev Gandhi,
the son of Ms Indira Gandhi,
who once asked about the Sikh’s
massacre after assassination of her
mother said that, “““when a big tree
falls the ground does shake.” In
the following years of Ms Gandhi
killing, the Indian security forces
killed over 100,000 innocent Sikhs
taking cover of cruel and inhuman
Terrorist and Disruptive Activities
(Prevention) Act (TADA). Since
then many Sikhs have settled
in various parts of the world,
particularly ~ United Kingdom,
United States and Canada. Those
who had witnessed the massacre of
Indian Army and still survived, are
mostly traumatised and in shock.
Every year, the Sikh community
remembers this India massacre
and protest all over the world to
remind the civilized international
community that, India is such a
country, where rights of minorities
are not secured. India is a Hindu
fundamentalist country, where
human rights of all minorities are
constantly violated and there is no
stoppage of that. But the sad episode
was that, those officers and men
of Indian Army who participated
in the Operation Blue Star were
given gallantry awards, honours,
decoration strips and promotions
by the Sikh President Zail Singh in
a ceremony conducted on 10 July
1985.

The destruction of Sikh’s holy
shrine and killings of Sikhs was
one aspect, the destruction of Sikh
culture, their history and their
libraries was the worst part of Indian
state terrorism. According to Chand
Joshi, a correspondent of Hindustan
Times, the Indian Army has “acted
in total anger” and shot down all the
suspects rounded up from the temple
complex. A well-known British
journalist like Mark Tully and
Satish Jacob has criticized Indian

Army for “burning down the Sikh
Reference Library in Amritsar.” It
is said that Ms Gandhi’s Last Battle
was aimed at, destroying the Sikh
culture. In a book entitled, “In Sikhs
of the Punjab: Unheard Voices of
the State and Guerrilla Violence”
the author, Joyce Pettigrew writes
that, the Indian Army launched the
Operation Blue Star to, “suppress
the culture, and political will, of a
people”

Operation Blue Star and the
subsequent massacre of Sikhs
was enough to open the eyes of
international community about
the Indian Democracy and
Secularism. But, unfortunately, no
reaction came from the civilized
international community and even
the human rights organizations.
The successive Indian leadership
too did not learn any lesson from
this carnage, ordered by Ms Indira
Ghandi, the daughter of first Indian
Prime Minister. The Sikhs are
demanding theirrights from Indiaby
raising slogans as #Chaurasi Ki Na
Insaafi: Demand Justice For 1984
They say it has been more than 30
years so forget the 1984 massacres,
but how can 1? Not one day goes
by without me thinking about it.
- Bhaggi Kaur, survivor of
1984 Sikh massacres. This year
marks the 30th anniversary of
one of independent India’s most
shameful episodes. In November
1984, at least 3000 Sikh men,
women and children were killed,
mainly in Delhi, over the course of
four days of killing and looting that
followed the assassination of Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi. Sikh men
were dragged out of their homes
by mobs and shot dead. Others
were hacked to death, or doused
with petrol and burned alive.
Many Sikh women were raped.
Commissions of inquiry reported
that political leaders were involved

in instigating perpetrators, and the
police simply turned a blind eye
to the carnage. The massacres of
1984 were a national disgrace. And
they were followed by another: 30
years of impunity. Three decades
after the massacres, only a tiny
fraction of those responsible have
been brought to justice. In many
cases, investigations have not been
completed even after 30 years.
Thousands of victims and survivors
continue to wait for justice and
closure. The Delhi Police closed
investigations into hundreds of
cases after the massacres, citing
lack of evidence. Only a handful
of police personnel charged with
neglecting their duty and offering
protection to the attackers have
been punished. The victims and
survivors of the 1984 massacres
have a right to justice and remedy.
And it is time this right was
respected.

* Demand that the Government
of India reopens every one of the
cases closed by the Delhi police.

* Demand that an independent
team reinvestigates the cases, and
authorities bring to justice all those
responsible for the massacres —
whether they are political leaders,
police or government officials.

Though India is still continuing
with its policy of discriminating,
humiliating and  killing of
minorities in that country, but
the worst massacre, Indian Army
committed after ‘Operation Blue
Star-1984° was the genocide of
Kashmiri Muslims in the decade of
1990s. Indian security forces killed
over 100,000 innocent Kashmiris,
who were just demanding their
right of self-determination, which
was promised to them by the UN.
With this record of accomplishment
of brutalities on minorities and
Kashmiris, should India still be
called as a secular state?
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Yetl Alrlines operates 7 betstream-41 advanced turbo prop alrcrafts catering to widest nebwork seciors every day.

Yeti Airlines

Yol Alrfine Domesiie Pyl Lbd, Corporats Cifice: Tilganga, Kathmandu, Tel: 4465888 Fax: $465115 Reservations: S4GEETH (Hunting Line), Kathaandy Alngort: £493500 Emal: rewraations @ptiailines com
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