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Stateless Minority of Democratic India

Kiran

THE current situation in Assam seems
like a nightmare, a warning about the
internal contradictions of democracy. It is
a warning that the 19th century ideas of
democracy as electoral-ism and the notion
of the nation-state as a fetishism of borders
may be inappropriate as imaginations for the
21st century. It is a caution that governance
and politics are full of ironies and paradoxes
and that the best of intentions might lead
to the worst consequences. Inherent in it is
the banalisation of evil that can take place
when suffering on a large scale gets reduced
to a cost-benefit scenario. Democratic India
rarely had experiences of detention camps,
except during the India-Pakistan wars, and
in 1962 when Indians of Chinese origin
were unfairly detained in camps. The last
episode, a stain on the Indian conscience, is
forgotten or swept aside. Today, the statistic
of four million names off the draft National
Register of Citizens (NRC) is reduced
to an everyday problem of management.
This routinisation of violence is deeply
worrying.

When the history of these eventful
years is penned, historians may have a
hard time wrapping their heads around
the many achievements of the BJP on the
way to establishing the blessed Ram Rajya.
Each one of these achievements is enough
to drive prescient cynics like George
Orwell and Katka, who wrote of terrifying,
fictional worlds of authoritarian systems,
up the wall.

In the past four years and more, the
worst fears and nightmares of India’s
religious minorities about Hindutva rule
have come true. The extent and pace of
saffronisation in the best traditions of the
RSS, the ideological deity of the ruling
BJP, and the deliberate destruction of
India’s democratic institutions has been so
overwhelming that many of us cannot even
fully grasp and register the changes that the
republic has undergone under Modi.

And all this even without the BIJP
government in Delhi having to rewrite
the liberal, secular constitution, drafted by
India’s founding fathers like the Dalit icon
Dr B R Ambedkar, promising equal rights
to all communities.

Hiding  behind its  democratic
pretentions, the Parivar has all but declared a
war on India’s Muslims. From the relentless
mob lynching of Muslims in broad daylight

to painting them as the “invaders, traitors
and outsiders”, the Parivar has used every
dirty trick in its book to marginalise and
disempower an already voiceless minority
in every sense.

And now the BJP, which is in power
both in Delhi and Assam, has struck at its
favourite target all over again by declaring
more than four million people, a majority
of them Bengali-speaking Muslims, of the
northeastern state bordering Bangladesh
‘illegal’ or ‘stateless’ at the stroke of a
pen. More ominously, this could well be
a template to exclude Muslims from the
political process and disenfranchise them
all over the country under some pretext or
the other.

With three northeastern states of Assam,
Manipur and Tripura already landing in the
BJP’s kitty, its immediate next target is
Mamata Banerjee’s West Bengal, which
also happens to be home to a large Muslim
population, a la Assam.

With nearly 25 million Muslims — or 29
percent of the state’s population — Bengal
boasts India’s second-largest Muslim
population. Not surprisingly, it plays a
significant role in determining the political
complexion and future of those who rule
Bengal from the Writers’ Building in
Calcutta.

This constituency has played a key role
in changing Mamata Banerjee’s fortunes,
catapulting her from the role of a feisty
streetfighter to the chief minister’s position.
No wonder the BJP, desperate to pluck
Bengal cannot wait to divest Mamata of
this vital support by unleashing the chaos
of a National Register of Citizens (NRC)
on the state.

However, this is not merely about
Bengal or the Bengali-speaking people
in Assam, declared ‘stateless’ overnight.
At stake are much larger issues. This is a
heaven-sent opportunity for the BJP and
its desperate leadership, months ahead of
the all-important 2019 general elections,
to project itself as the sole defender
and protector of ‘Akhand Bharat’ and
majoritarian interests while portraying
the opposition as political opportunists
conniving with ‘infiltrators’ for a bunch of
votes.

Besides, this will help deflect public
attention from the ‘good times’ visible
on every front — rising inflation and
unemployment, farmers’ distress, and the

runaway billionaire friends of the PM.

Who cares if a few million people
suddenly find themselves stateless, staring
at a dark and uncertain future after living
for generations in Assam?

While Assam has always been home to
a large and thriving Muslim population — it
had been part of the original map of East
Pakistan that was first proposed by the
Muslim League — most Bengali-speaking
Muslims of Assam have been living in
the state for generations, and long before
Partition. Most of them came from the
neighbouring Bengal, and further afield, to
settle in the state as labourers working in its
many tea plantations under the British.

Originally, the conflict in Assam
had been between those who boast an
indigenous tribal heritage and everyone
else. The Hindutva forces successfully
exploited it to fan communal passions
against Bengali Muslims, sparking massive
anti-Muslim violence in the 1980s. Who
could ever forget the horrific 1983 massacre
of around 3,000 Muslims in Nellie?

As Indian Express notes in its perceptive
editorial: “Issues of migration and
demographic change have been permanent
fixtures in post-Independence politics in
Assam even though the state government
published an NRC as early as 1951, along
with the first National Census”.

The Assam Accord of 1985, clinched by
Rajiv Gandhi, was meant to address these
concerns, and updating the 1951 NRC is
part of this process.

However, unlike international
conventions on establishing citizenship,
the burden of proof rests with the NRC
applicant. To be registered in the list, people
have to prove that they are descendants of
Indian citizens by providing documents
dating back to 1951 or 1971. That is easier
said than done in a country with a poor
history of keeping records. No wonder more
than 50 percent of Assam’s population had
been left out of the first draft of the NRC
that was released in December last year.

Even now, after this massive exercise
spread over months, more than four
million people — or 10 percent of the state’s
population — don’t find themselves on the
rolls. The omissions include people such
as the nephew and immediate family of
former president Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed
and families of soldiers, senior officials
and cops.

Responding to BJP Chief Amit Shah’s
rant in parliament in which he promised
to throw out all those who haven’t made
it to the sacred NRC, NDTV Political
Editor Sunetra Choudhury, hailing from
Assam, has reported that many of her
own family and friends haven’t made it
to the list. She tweeted: “My cousin, a top
Guwabhati doctor, her mother, my uncle in
Tezpur are all now branded ‘ghuspaithye’
(infiltrators/illegals). What nightmare!”

Eventually though, people with
privilege like them may not find it too
difficult to challenge their exclusion from
the citizenship register, especially since
many of them already have documents
like voter ID cards, Aadhaar cards and
passports.

But what about those ordinary, poor and
illiterate people who were born in India
and don’t have any papers to establish their
identity? There are hundreds of thousands
of them. What is their fate going to be? Poor
Assamese Muslims have much to fear now
that there are openly hostile administrations
both in Delhi and Guwahati.

Although the Supreme Court of India,
which is guilty of exacerbating this mess
with its unseemly haste, and Home Minister
Rajnath Singh have assured that all those
left out will have an opportunity to present
their case before the concerned authorities,
this is far from reassuring.

After all, the BJP has a long history of
using the bogey of ‘Bangladeshi infiltrators’
in Assam and other northeastern states
to push its fascist, divisive agenda. In his
2014 electoral campaign, Modi exploited
the issue to the hilt by promising to throw
out all “Bangladeshis” if the BJP came to
power

Truetoitscharacter, the BJPhasmanaged
to turn the Assamese/non-Assamese binary
into a polarising Hindu-Muslim debate.
Indeed, queering the communal pitch, it has
brazenly talked of expelling ‘infiltrators’
(read: Muslims) and welcoming “Hindu
migrants” from Bangladesh, Pakistan and
around the world.

The message isn’t lost on anyone. While
India is the eternal homeland of Hindus
wherever they were born, Muslims — as
millions of them in Assam are learning to
their shock — cannot call it their own even
if generations of their ancestors had been
born in the country. It seems that the Hindu
Rashtra has already arrived.

S Kiran

THE Modi government’s fervor for
committing human rights violations in
Kashmir has reached its zenith. “I will
still stand by it,” UN’s Human Rights
High Commissioner Zeid Raad al-Hussein
said at a farewell news conference at the
UN Headquarters in New York on last
Thursday, referring to the report which
India not only rejected as flawed but its
media also unleashed personal attacks on
him. According to the New York Times,
“In the Indian-occupied part of Kashmir,
where there was already a history of
bitter conflict, the new politics have
spurred more people to turn against the
government. Some pick up guns, others
rocks, but the root emotion is the same:
Many Kashmiris now hate India.”

“Walk through Kashmiri villages,
where little apples are ripening on the trees
and the air tastes clean and crisp, and ask
people what they want. “The most common
response is independence”, Times said
The latest UN report seriously accuses
India of serious violations in India’s
northern state of Jammu and Kashmir
from July 2016 to April 2018. Activists
estimate that up to 145 civilians were
killed by security forces and up to 20
civilians killed by armed groups in the
same period, it said. “In responding to
demonstrations that started in 2016, Indian
security forces used excessive force that
led to unlawful killings and a very high
number of injuries,” the report said.

U.N. High Commissioner for Human
Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein called for
maximum restraint and denounced the lack
of prosecutions of Indian forces in Jammu
and Kashmir due to a 1990 law giving them
what he called “virtual immunity”. The

Modi’s Kashmir policy ravages

decades-old dispute “has robbed millions
of their basic human rights,” Zeid said. He
called for the UN-backed Human Rights
Council to hold a “Commission of Inquiry”
to investigate alleged abuses in the disputed
region. Alleged sites of mass graves in the
Kashmir Valley and Jammu should be
investigated, he said. India rejected the
report, calling it a “selective compilation of
largely unverified information” that sought
to build “a false narrative”.

Welcoming the report, Kashmiri
separatist leader Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
wrote on Twitter, “People of Kashmir
thank the U.N., especially the bold efforts
of its HR commissioner, Zeid Ra’ad Al
Hussein, for its support to the right of self-
determination.” The 49-page report adds
to criticism about India’s tactics in the
region, saying its security forces in Indian-
administered Kashmir used “excessive
force that led to unlawful killings” and
caused many injuries. The accused India
unjustifiably blames Pakistan for arming
and training rebel groups who demand that
the territory be united either under Pakistani
rule or as an independent country. But
chargesleveledby UN’reportarenotwithout
sufficient references that hold Modi’s govt
responsible for Nazi type HR violations.
There is an insidiously-brokered and
unlawful pact between those in positions
of power accrued through democratic
elections and outfits like the ABVP, MNS,
RSS, HSP, Vishwa Hindu Parisha and
Bajrang Dal.

These outfits are stepping in as the

Indian version of the German Volkssturm
or the Sturn Abteiling. Whereas these
outfits, including the notorious SA under
Fuhrer Hitler were official “arms” of the
Nazi party, in India, these proto-fascist
non-state actors function unlawfully, non-
Constitutionally and enjoy soft treatment
from the state. Octopus-like, they have
different names, shapes and forms, but
they are linked to a larger whole, the
RSS. The pernicious infiltration of India’s
law enforcement machinery over the
course of decades by individuals who
swear allegiance to the ideology of the
supremacist RSS makes it easy for the
police to simply not act. With a government
in power, wedded surreptitiously to
the same goals, there is little calling to
account.

Under Modi’s supervision, a dangerous
precedent is established: of colouring the
Indian military with a supremacist brush.
The main reason for political discontent and
resort to violence in Kashmir has to do with
repeated infringement of the social contract
by the central government of India, acting
often in tandem with the state government.
This has been accompanied by the insistent
erosion of the democratic space that permits
articulation of political discontent.

In effect, in Kashmir not only did the
state violate the social contract, democratic
institutions and organisations failed to
channel political restiveness. Dissatisfied
groups had therefore little option but to
resort to the use of violence; and since
violencenotonly breeds its own trajectories

but is self-reinforcing, conflict in the
Kashmir valley took on a life of its own.
Given the mindset of the Indian
government in power, it appears an irony
at the part of the Indian leadership to
implement such Kashmir policies that
could only focus on New Delhi’s driven
strategy of pondering on tactical conflict
management—thereby maintaining
the status quo and procrastinating the
resolution—consequently ingraining
Indian hatred in the mind of every
Kashmiri child, woman and man.

Military repression , communal
division, and forceful displacement of
Kashmiri population are the evil hallmarks
of Modi’s Kashmir policy that has
ravaged Kashmiris’ civil rights. Instead
of getting paranoid over the UN’s fairly
published report, Modi must re-orient
its Kashmir policy direction. Kashmiris’
fundamental rights cannot be terminated
by abrogating article 35-A. Pakistan will
never compromise on the issue relating
to Kashmiris’ right to self-determination.
What Modi’s government needs to realise
to the hilt is the truth that India’s old
tactics to suppress the Kashmiri freedom
cause by dint of force can work no longer.
Indian premier’s goodwill gesture to talk
to Pakistan’s future govt under Imran
can only be regarded as a peace omen if
New Delhi is ready to change its hawkish
mindset on Kashmir issue by accepting the
ground realities that advocate a strategy of
collaborating and compromising instead
of avoiding and confronting.

According to Burkha Dutt in
Washington Post, ‘There is no military
solution, and India will have to develop a
dialogue mechanism to talk to rage-filled,
disenchanted Kashmiris.”
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Yet! Alrines operates 7 Jetstream-41 advanced turbo prop alrcrafts catering to widest nebwork seciors every day.

Yeti Airlines

Vil Alrlinis Domistiz Pyl Lbd. Corparate Office: Tilgeega, Kathmandu, Tel: 4365888 Fax: £AB5115 Remrvations: S468878 (Hunting Line), Kathmanda Alrgort: 2493900 Emal: nepsraations P yetiairine com
sAhadrapun 033-45573 2+ Biratnagar: 021536512« Tumingtar: (25575 1 M=lanaigpur: (41-520047« Aharatpur: (56-513138+Fokhara; 061-464838« Bhalmhawa: OT1-527527+Kepalgun|: DE1-526556+ Thangadl: 051-510004
For amy service suggestions, call 97714465888 | Ext. 621] or emall us ot feedback@yetiairines.com
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