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CPEC - a conduit to economic
transformation of Region

Muhammad

THE future of not specially
Pakistan the regional health of
economy undoubtedly hinges
on its transformation from an
agricultural to industrial country.
The solution to most of Pakistan’s
intractable socio-economic
difficulties is inextricably linked
to this shift. CPEC provides a
conduit to that transformation
and Pakistan surely has taken
a great stride in that direction
by becoming part of this mega-
economic initiative of the
Chinese government and also
for the regional economy. The
sustainability of this qualitative
shift mandates collective support
ofall national stakeholders to turn
this dream project of Pak-China
friendship into an everlasting
joint enterprise for shared destiny
and prosperity and a monument
of eternal Sino-Pak ties.

It is universally recognised
and established fact that no
nation can leapfrog into the
elite club of developed nations
unless it invests in all elements
of the infrastructure components,
as there are no short cuts to
economic progress. All modern
growth models invariably rely
on development of infrastructure
and the resultant industrialisation
as imperative ingredients
and catalysts for a sustained
economic growth of a country.
The phenomenal economic
prosperity and industrial
development in the Asian
countries such as China, South
Korea, Singapore and Malaysia
during the last three decades is a
ranting testimony of this modern
reality. Attainment of high level
growth is unimaginable without
industrialisation and gradual
lessening of dependence on the
agriculture sector.

By becoming part of the
CPEC, Pakistan is poised not
only to make up for the lost
opportunities but also to become
an economic power house within
the next two decades. Apart from
radically changing the dynamics
of regional connectivity and trade
it is going to act as a catalyst in
the process of transition from
an agricultural economy to an
industrial economy. CPEC is a
mix of infrastructure projects,
energy producing units and
industrial zones along the
corridor routes. The development
of infrastructure under the CPEC
will lay a firm foundation for
industrialisation. CPEC has been
acknowledged as a perfect recipe
for lifting the economic profile of
the countries which are part of the
initiative world-wide. Even the
UN has recognised its economic
potential and a collateral outcome
of promoting peace through
economic interdependence.
To ensure transparency in the
implementation of CPEC, China
and Pakistan have also signed
an agreement for joint audit of
selected projects. The agreement
has been inked between audit
authorities of both the countries.

The third phase of the LTP will
mature by 2030. The endogenous
mechanisms for indigenous,
inclusive and sustainable
economic growth will be in place
in Pakistan

Gawadar Port, three routes of
the corridor and energy projects
are the engines of growth.
Hopefully the special industrial
zones to be set up at Bostan in
Balochistan, Rashakai in KPK,
Dhabeji in Sind, Sheikhupura
in Punjab, Moqpondas in GB,
Bhimber in AJK, Mohmand in
FATA besides two projects of the
federal government at Islamabad

and Port Qasim would also nudge
the process of industrialisation
in the country. The coming on
stream of the energy producing
projects by the end of 2018 and
the plans to generate another
30,000 MW of electricity by
2030 will surely help not only
to overcome the present energy
crisis but would also cater to the
future energy requirements of the
country.

The scope of the CPEC was
further widened at the sixth
meeting of the Joint Coordination
Committee (JCC) held in Beijing
on 28-29 December 2016 with
the inclusion of Bhasha Dam,
Peshawar-Karachi railway line,
Karachi Circular Railway, Orang
Line Train for all provincial
capitals, Keti Bander and special
economic zones and three
more energy projects in Sindh.
Consequently the size of the
CPEC in monetary terms has
been jacked up to $57 billion.
This development took place as a
consequence of the participation
of the chief ministers of KPK,
Balochistan, Sindh and GB in the
meeting of the JCC, who were
invited by the federal government
to advocate their case for more
development projects in their
provinces.

Thoughthe CPECisnationally
owned initiative but it has come
under criticism by some political
elements within the country
as well as its detractors at the
international level. It is however
gratifying to note that unruffled
by these developments and the
political events in Pakistan the
Chinese government exhibited
unflinching resolve in the 7th
JCC meeting held on November
21, 2017 to successfully
implement all the CPEC projects
in a timely manner. The 7th

JCC also officially approved the
Long Term Plan (LTP) of CPEC.
The LTP provides a conceptual
framework for CPEC up to 2030;
it also gives a framework for the
industrialisation of Pakistan. The
government of Pakistan consulted
provinces, federal ministries
and their respective technical
groups in regards to LTP. The
seven salient feature of the LTP
are connectivity, energy, trade
and industrial parks, agricultural
development and poverty
alleviation, tourism, cooperation
in areas concerning people’s
livelihood and non-governmental
exchanges and financial
cooperation. The spirit of the LTP
is best captured in the following
statement, “CPEC will greatly
speed up the industrialization and
urbanisation process in Pakistan
and help it grow into a highly
inclusive, globally competitive
and prosperous country capable
of providing high-quality life to
its citizens.”

Connectivity is the
cornerstone of development.
It increases the flow of goods,
information and people across
regions. That is why an integrated
transport system is central to the
LTP, as envisaged in the original

CPEC plan.
In the energy sector,
both countries will enhance

cooperation in the fields of oil and
gas, electricity and power grids.
The focus is on thermal power,
hydropower, coal gasification
and renewable power generation
and modernising power
transmission networks. CPEC
has already addressed the major
energy bottleneck in Pakistan.
Almost over half of the 10,000
MW energy added recently to the
national grid comes from CPEC.

According to the LTP, the

implementation of CPEC will
take place in three phases, with
clear goals. In the first phase,
that is — by 2020 — the major
bottlenecks in Pakistan’s socio-
economic  development  will
be completely addressed. The
second phase will be done by
2025, all the infrastructure of
CPEC will be ready and all
industrial projects will have been
completed. As a result, CPEC
will have a major impact on
the livelihoods of people living
along the corridor.

The third phase of the
LTP will mature by 2030.
The endogenous mechanisms
for indigenous, inclusive and
sustainable economic growth
will be in place in Pakistan. As
per the LTP: “CPEC’s role in
stimulating economic growth in
Central Asia and South Asia will
be brought into holistic play, and
South Asia shall grow into an
international economic zone with
global influence”.

As is evident CPEC is
pivotal to the future economic
development  of  Pakistan
and provides her a unique
opportunity to become a hub of
economic activity in the region
and beyond. It is encouraging
that in view of the importance
of CPEC, the civilian and
military leadership have an
unflinching commitment to
ensure timely implementation
of this economic initiative
and putting Pakistan on the
road to transformation into an
industrialised country. The game
changer project in the days to
come will change the economies
of countries who one way or the
other become the supporter and
investors of the project. It will
also leads to peace and stability
of the region .

The cycles of violence in

Resham

HISTORY has witnessed
many freedom movements world
over. The struggles sooner or later
succeeded with varying price tag
ranging from few hundred to some
thousands lives. Unfortunately,
there is a freedom movement
which is on for the more than seven
decades and is still anticipating
its triumph. This movement has
legal backing of no less than UN
and Security Council’s repeated
resolutions. The price paid so
far is over 100,000 lives and
hundreds of thousands of gang
rapes in addition to other human
rights violations. The movement
is termed as Kashmir freedom
Movement. Though these
struggle movements with the
changing geo political dynamics
and rise of militancy in South
Asian region, western and biased
media groups have started calling
it a separatist movement which is
absolutely wrong and needs to be
countered. Kashmiris are fighting
for their freedom and right of self-
determination which UN itself has
authorized them. This freedom
struggle with every passing day is
getting stronger but unfortunately
Kashmiris have paid huge price
for this struggle for independence
and still many Kashmiris are
targeted by Indian occupational
forces to be deterred. But salute

to their resilience that despite
tyranny of many years Kashmir’s
love for Pakistan and to be part of
Pakistan is never over shadowed.

Now UN itself has highlighted
that India must stop oppression
and use of force in Indian Held
Kashmir. According to recent
UN report, there is an urgent
need to address past and ongoing
human rights violations and
abuses and deliver justice for
all people in Kashmir, who for
seven decades have suffered
a conflict that has claimed or
ruined numerous lives. The UN
in their report have mentioned
that the political dimensions of
the dispute between India and
Pakistan have long been centre-
stage, but this is not a conflict
frozen in time. It is a conflict that
has robbed millions of their basic
human rights, and continues to
this day to inflict untold suffering,
that’s why any resolution of the
political situation in Kashmir
must entail a commitment to
end the cycles of violence and
ensure accountability for past and
current violations and abuses by
all parties, and provide redress for
victims.

Though many at times UN has
given reminder to India to stop
human rights violations in Kashmir
and abide by international law
but India because of its inherent

animosity with Kashmiris never
listens or obey any rule. UN has
stressed India that it is essential
the Indian authorities take
immediate and effective steps to
avoid a repetition of the numerous
examples of excessive use of force
by security forces in Kashmir.
Indian security forces in recent
past have used excessive force
that led to unlawful killings and
a very high number of injuries,
particularly in post Burhan Wani
security situation and new uprising
in Kashmir. The bloody tragedy of
poor Kashmiris had started after
1947 when they were denied their
legitimate and UN approved right
of self-determination. As a natural
outcome of Indian injustice,
people of Indian Occupied
Kashmir organized themselves
and launched a war of liberation
which India tried to crush through
coercion and brutalities. Later, in
1988, Indian positioned a very
large number of Armed Forces
to suppress Kashmir struggle
on gun point. India has given its
army a special leverage in Indian
Occupied Kashmir for use of
force.

The huge Indian occupational
forces under the cover of Armed
Forces Special Protection Act
(AFSPA) and other black laws
frequently engage in religious
cleansing of Muslims. Under the

Kashmir

Jammu and Kashmir Disturbed
Areas Act, and the Armed Forces
(Jammu and Kashmir) Special
Powers Act and Public Safety Act,
security forces personnel have the
powers to shoot suspected persons,
to arrest without warrant, and to
detain people without time limits.
The law forbids prosecution of
soldiers without approval from
the central government, which
is rarely granted, giving them
effective immunity for serious
human rights abuses. AFSPA gives
security forces virtual immunity
against prosecution for any human
rights violation. In the nearly 28
years that the law has been in force
in Jammu and Kashmir and there
has not been a single prosecution
of armed forces personnel granted
by the central government. Earlier,
the international human rights
watchdog, Amnesty International,
many at times has called for
revoking of AFSPA and urged
investigations into the human
rights violations in J&K by an
“independent and  impartial”
authority.

One of the most dangerous
weapons which Indian forces have
used is pellet firing shotgun, which
they started using on innocent
Kashmiris after martyrdom of
Burhan Wani in 2016. According
to official figures, 17 people were
killed by shotgun pellets between

and UN

July 2016 and August 2017, and
6,221 people were injured by
the metal pellets between 2016
and March 2017. Civil society
organizations believe that many
of them have been partially or
completely blinded but Indian
security forces find pellet guns
firing an easy way out to control
protestors. There is also almost
total impunity for enforced or
involuntary disappearances, with
little movement towards credibly
investigating complaints,
including into alleged sites of
mass graves in the Kashmir
Valley and Jammu region.
Kashmiris are hopeful that one
day their freedom struggle will be
fruitful as they are not militants or
terrorists but they are struggling
for their just and right demand
of freedom. Whatever world call
them, they have one mission
ahead and that is acceptance of
their right of self-determination
according to their own choice like
others. Pakistan has always and
time and again raised its voice for
Kashmiris on different platforms
and will continue to do so. The
need of hour is to coerce India for
dialogue and prior to that all such
reports, peace talks or diplomatic
measures are useless if India
does not stop its human rights
violations in Indian Occupied
Kashmir.
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et Alrlines operates 7 Metstream-31 advanced turbo prop alrcraits catering to widest network sectors every day.
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