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UN promotes B&R initiative

Ahmad

THE US is vehemently
opposed to the project. The
Europeans are eyeing the project
with a lot of skepticism and
doubt. And neighbor India fears
the project would overwhelm
it  politically, economically
and strategically. But the U.N.
believes that China’s Belt
and Road project is what the
developing world needs to lift
itself out of its centuries old state
of poverty.

Indeed as Colum Lynch says
in his article China Enlists U.N.
to Promote Its Belt and Road
Project (published on May 10,
2018 in the Foreign Policy
magazine), the UN support for
the Chinese project comes as US,
Europe and India stand opposed
to it. True enough, speaking at an
African Union summit in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, last July, United
Nations  Deputy  Secretary-
General Amina Mohammed told
African leaders if they wish to
boost their economies and end
decades of strife they should
sign up to participate in China’s
Belt and Road Initiative—a
plan to invest a trillion dollars
or more into the construction of
ports, roads, and railways across
dozens of countries from East
Asia to East Africa.

“We must work to take
advantage of one of the world’s
largest infrastructure initiatives,”
Mohammed urged at the summit’s
opening ceremony. “This is an
opportunity not just to provide
alternatives to silencing the guns
for our people but one that will
keep our assets both human and
natural on the continent building
our tomorrow today.”

Inspeechafterspeech,topU.N.
officials, including Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres, have
sung its praises portraying the
Belt and Road Initiative as a
vital pillar in a U.N.-sponsored

plan to tackle poverty around
the world by the year 2030. The
Chinese initiative, Guterres said
in a speech before the Belt and
Road Forum in Beijing in May
2017, holds “immense potential”
and promises greater market
access for “countries yearning to
become more integrated with the
global economy.”

The United Nations as Colum
Lynch puts it has embraced the
Belt and Road, which offers the
prospect of trillions of dollars in
desperately needed infrastructure
investment at a time when the
United States is cutting back
foreign assistance. “It’s an
international stamp of approval
to the Belt and Road Initiative
at a time when it is under
fire,” Lynch quoting a China
scholar,Elizabeth Economy
who is a member of Council on
Foreign Relations and author of
The Third Revolution: Xi Jinping
and the New Chinese State.

By joining up with China,
U.N. officials contend, they can
help ensure that the benefits of
Chinese investment trickle down
to the world’s poorest and help
alleviate poverty. “The United
Nations cannot ignore or be
passive about this global plan,”
said a spokesperson for the U.N.
Development Programme, which
has a policy of not naming their
spokespeople. China formally
unveiled its Belt and Road
Initiative in 2013, outlining a
staggeringly ambitious plan to
link China by sea and land to more
than 60 countries across Asia,
Europe, and Africa. The blueprint
reimagines ancient Silk Road
trade routes that linked Eastern
merchants and Western markets.
There is a land-based belt,
across Central Asia to Western
Europe, and a maritime Silk
Road snaking across the Indian
Ocean to the Mediterranean.
In a July 7, 2016, meeting with

then-U.N. Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon, Chinese President
Xi Jinping argued that the Belt
and Road project could help the
U.N. implement its 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development,
a set of ambitious sustainable
development goals, including the
eradication of poverty.

Lynch says for years, political
appointees from Britain, France,
and the United States have held
monopolies on the top U.N.
humanitarian, peacekeeping, and
political jobs. But according to
him since 2007, China has held
the top position in the Department
of Economic and Social Affairs,
or DESA, long considered a
U.N. backwater that organized
conferences and wrote economic
case studies for poor countries.
Under Chinese leadership, the
department, which is currently led
by former Chinese Ambassador
Liu Zhenmin, bolsters Beijing’s
claim to global leadership in
development, according to several
U.N. officials and diplomats.

In May 2016, China signed a
10-year agreement with the U.N.
to invest $20 million a year into
a U.N. Peace and Development
Trust Fund, half of which would
be earmarked for programs
that support U.N. sustainable
development goals. Under the
terms of the arrangement, the
fund’s steering committee advises
the U.N. secretary-general on
projects. Zhenmin and three
Chinese government officials sit
on the steering committee.

Following the establishment
of the fund, China’s State
Information Center asked DESA
to conduct a study into how
the Belt and Road Initiative
could help the U.N. meet its
development goals. In June 2016,
Pingfan Hong, a Chinese national
who serves as one of DESA’s top
economists, conducted the study,
concluding the “essential spirit”

of the Belt and Road Initiative
was “to a large extent in line”
with the U.N. blueprint for
reducing global poverty by the
year 2030.

In September, 2016, Helen
Clark, then administrator of the
U.N. Development Programme,
signed the first Memorandum
of Understanding with China,
pledging cooperation on the Belt
and Road. At the time, Clark
was in the heat of a campaign
for U.N. secretary-general and
was seeking China’s support in
the vote, which ended on Oct.
6 of that year. In a response
to questions posed by Lynch,
Clark wrote that “the Belt and
Road Initiative represents a
powerful platform for economic
growth and regional cooperation,
involving more than 4 billion
people, many of whom live in
developing countries. It can
serve as an important catalyst and
accelerator for the sustainable
development goals.”

Asked if China urged her to
support its initiative during the
campaign, Clark says, “There was
absolutely no, repeat — absolutely
no, connection with my campaign
to be UNSG — no mention by
China, no mention by me.” Clark
says the decision to sign the
memorandum of understanding
came from the Regional Bureau
for Asia and the Pacific. But Clark
added: “I take responsibility for
agreements signed on my watch,
albeit it was on the advice of
UNDP staff. I agreed to the MOU
because of the importance of
advocating for incorporation of
human development benefits in
the Belt and Road initiative.”

The UNDP has also produced
a cartoon advertisement
promoting the Belt and Road.
And other parts of the United
Nations, like the Office of the
UN. High Commissioner for
Refugees, which signed its own

cooperation agreement with
Beijing last summer, have seen
a spike in Chinese funding in
the past year. An international
conference in Vienna on Belt and
Road in September 2017 was
hosted by the U.N. Industrial
Development Organization.

China’s  ambitious  plans
address an undeniable need
for investment across Eurasia;
developing Asia alone needs
at least $26 trillion in new
investment in power plants,
roads, and the like, according to
the Asian Development Bank.

And while entities such as
the ADB and the World Bank
are investing in infrastructure
projects across the region, their
outlays pale in comparison to the
trillion-dollar visions in Beijing.
“From the U.N. perspective,
China not only brings money
to the table, it brings energy, it
brings initiative, and it brings
the capacity,” Economy notes,
saying that the overwhelming
majority of projects are run
by Chinese companies. “They
can deliver. They’ve got ideas,
they’ve got the plans, and they
can implement.”

Economy acknowledges
that there are shortcomings in
China’s infrastructure plan. It
includes weaker environmental
standards, and in many cases
the projects Beijing pushes
don’t always match what the
recipient countries need. And
Chinese state-owned firms so far
dominate most of the activity on
the Belt and Road. Still, it could
help meet a desperate need for
new investment, and Economy
urges the United States and its
partners to work with China to
upgrade standards and attract
international private-sector
companies to join the effort.

“We should work with China
to make this better,” she says.
“We don’t have an alternative.”

India

Roshan

SOUTH Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
summits are usually held
biennially hosted by a member
state in alphabetical order. The
member state hosting the summit
also assumes the Chair of the
Association. The 18th SAARC
Summit was held in Kathmandu,
Nepal in 2014. The 19th SAARC
Summit, which was scheduled to
be held in Pakistan in November
2016 was sabotaged by India not
only by refusing itself to attend
that, but it had also pressured
Bhutan, Bangladesh, Nepal
and Afghanistan not to attend
the summit. As a consequence,
Pakistan and the SAARC
Secretariat had to cancel that
summit. India had refused to
attend the 19th Summit by
blaming Pakistan for supporting
cross border terrorism in Kashmir,
although it is a well known fact
that India does so to undermine
Kashmiris’ indigenous peaceful
freedom struggle by wrongly
equating it with terrorism just to
squeeze the international support
of the Kashmiris’ demand for

their right self -determination
as promised to them by the
United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) through its resolutions
of 1948/49.

By doing such propaganda
India also aims to undermine
Pakistan’s international standing
to negatively influence major
powers’ and regional friends’
relations with Pakistan. By
blaming Pakistan for supporting
terrorism, India also aims to mask
its own strategy of sponsoring
terrorism in Balochistan using
Afghan soil to destabilize the
province and to disturb working
on the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC). As done
in 2016, India is also likely
to sabotage the 20th SAARC
Summit which was earlier
scheduled to be held in Pakistan
in 2018. This is indicated by
the recent statements of Indian
leaders as was published in the
Daily Times, Pakistan on 9 April
2018. During a recent visit of the
Nepalese Prime Minister Khadga
Prasad Sharma Oli to India, in
a discussion with him about
organizing the 20th SAARC

Summit in 2018 by Pakistan,
Indian PM Modi said “ in view
of cross border terrorism in the
region, it is difficult to proceed
with such initiatives,” Indian
Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale
told reporters, according to the
Times of India. During his visit
to Kathmandu in March 2018,
Pakistan PM, Shahid Khaqgan
Abbasi had sought Nepalese
PM Sharma Oli’s support for
convening the SAARC summit
in [slamabad this year.

Despite Pakistan’s sincere
efforts to hold the upcoming
SAARC Summit as its Chair
and other SAARC member
states’ willingness to make the
SAARC summits a success story
for their common benefit, India
is again playing a negative role
of trying to scuttle the holding
of the 20th SAARC summit
as well. As mentioned above,
apart from giving signals of
its likely refusal to attend the
summit being held in Pakistan
this year, using India’s economic
leverage, Modi is again trying
to convince the other member
states to decline attending the

summit. And, India is sabotaging
the SAARC summits just for
promoting its  anti-Pakistan
propaganda to harm Pakistan and
Kashmiris’ interests. By taking
such a negative approach, the
Indian PM, Modi thinks that by
sabotaging big regional events
like SAARC summits being
held in Pakistan, his blame game
against Pakistan will be heard
more at international level. Mr
Modi is also fighting a major
regional economic project like
the CPEC. But, Modi led India
will not succeed in its negative
regional politics, as the world
knows about Pakistan’s major
positive role played in fighting
terrorism in the region and also
because these days the world is
interested in mutual cooperation
in economic oriented projects
such as the CPEC, rather than
pursuing negative politics and
nurturing old enmities.

In view of the above, the
regional countries as well as the
world powers need to look at the
negative politics, which India
is doing in the region to disturb
SAARC member States mutual

Sabotaging SAARC summits

relations and create divisions in
the South Asian region to harm
its economic integration, instead
of working for its cohesion. And,
Modi is himself spearheading this
effort to harm Pakistan’s interests
and to discredit the Kashmiris’
just freedom struggle. While
doing so, India is also ignoring
the common interest of SAARC
member states by hampering
their working together for their
collective ~ economic  benefit
which amounts to negating the
SAARC objectives. In the light
of the foregoing, it will be good
for the South Asian region if India
gives up its negative politics and
plays a positive role by attending
the upcoming SAARC summit to
make it a success. In this regard,
it is suggested to other SAARC
member states to worry about
their peoples’ benefits related
to SAARC oriented economic
integration, shun India’s pressures
and attend the 20th SAARC
Summit, being held in Pakistan
this year. Also, they should advise
India to attend Summit instead
of pressuring them to decline
attending the same.
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