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CPEC: the new economic corridor

Irfan Chaudhary

THE China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) is
the game-changing package of
Chinese capital and engineering
worth $54 billion in investment
and lending, has raised
apprehensions in neighbouring
India. But the ultimate aim is to
bring together China, India and
Pakistan as a part of a Eurasian
market formed by Chinese
president Xi Jinping’s One Belt
One Road policy. Perceiving
the CPEC to be a threat, India’s
nefarious thinking has kept
India away from the project,
as this was the joint endeavour
by Pakistan and China. The
exclusive impression was that
the communication line would
bridge the gap between the Indian
Ocean and China.

In conceiving support for

another infrastructure project
like Chabahar to be a competitor,
Delhi’s strategic thinking

narrowly construes the CPEC,
exaggerates the standing gained
from  geopolitical  trophies,
and lacks appreciation for the
tangibles and breadth of an
initiative that holds power to
transform Pakistan. The multi
spinoffs are more than transit
routes. Over $27 billion worth
of CPEC resources are, in
fact, allocated to undertake 18
power projects. The other half
of the total $54 billion goes far
beyond support for the Gwadar
port complex and will include
the engineering of four national
trunk highways, construction
of three main railway lines,
the start of a metro system in
Lahore, cross country pipeline,
hydropower plants and other
development  projects.  The

corridor, which came into
operation last November, passes
through Gilgit Baltistan in
Pakistan-administered Kashmir
— a territory claimed by India.

On January 17, 2017,
speaking at a seminar in New
Delhi, Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said: “Only by
respecting the sovereignty of
countries involved can regional
connectivity corridors fulfil their
promise and avoid differences
and discord.”

The PM was referring to
the economic corridor, which
was confirmed by his foreign
secretary, Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar two days later. He
said, “We expect they respect
other people’s sovereignty.”

Pakistan ~ Foreign  Office
spokesman Nafees Zakaria had
dismissed New Delhi’s concerns.
He told media that the economic
corridor is a “comprehensive and
broad-based economic cooperation
project. The project will contribute
to the economic development of
the entire region and not only for
the Pakistan and China.”

The fact that the route passes
through the disputed Kashmir
region seems to have worried
India, which has about half a
million troops stationed there to
quell more than two decades of
armed rebellion. “China is using
land area illegally occupied by
Pakistan, “said Seshadri Chari,
a national executive member
of the ruling Hindu nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party. But
Beijing is willing to address
India’s concerns. China’s foreign
ministry ~ spokesperson, Hua
Chunying told media that Beijing
is committed to developing
friendly and cooperative relations

with others and that CPEC
would not affect the Beijing’s
position on Kashmir. Recently,
China defended the strategic
CPEC passing through Pakistan-
administered Kashmir, over
which India has lodged a strong
protest. Seeking to allay India’s
concerns, China also said New
Delhi was welcome to participate
in the OBOR project actively.

In shunning CPEC, If
proportionately scaled, India is
missing out on around $400-
500 billion in financing and
investment

Last year while formally
opening the two-day Belt and
Road forum in Beijing, Chinese
president Xi Jinping said the
OBOR is the ‘Project of the
century’. India didn’t participate
in the forum citing sovereignty
issues. In the opening address,
the Chinese president without
referring to India or CPEC said,
“All countries should respect
each other’s sovereignty, dignity
and territorial integrity, and each
other’s development paths and
other’s core interests and major
concerns”.

Former Prime Minister of
Pakistan Mian Nawaz Sharif
while in his address made veiled
references to India, as he spoke
about CPEC. “CPEC is an
economic undertaking which
is open to all countries in the
region and has no geographical
boundaries and not to be
politicised. In implementing
this corridor, we are not striving
to merely leverage geography
for economic prosperity; we
are also trying to transcend our
differences, resolve conflicts
through dialogue and diplomacy,
and leave a legacy of peace for

future generations,” he said.

The CPEC can be a catalyst
for economic connectivity and
integration in Central, South and
West Asia. Objections by India
or any other country to such an
economic project are, therefore,
beyond comprehension. CPEC
is anticipated to boost Pakistan’s
economy, where the GDP is
expected to grow by more than
five percent by 2020. The 3,200
km-long corridor is intended to
connect the world’s second-largest
economy, China, with the Middle
East and Central Asia, reducing the
alternative sea route distance via
the Malacca Straits by 10,000km.

Unbeknown to strategists in
Delhi, the CPEC’s real competitor
is ‘Made in India’. The long-term
economic calculation for India
and Pakistan is the same. Due
to the doubling of blue-collar
ages every seven years in China,
factories will either move to other
Asian countries or stay in China
in highly automated factories.

For India, Pakistan and other
Asian countries aiming for middle-
income status, capturing relocated
manufacturing is pivotal. In
textiles alone, China has the giant
lead, shipping $274 billion in
exports annually compared to $40
billion by India, the second-largest
exporter. If ‘Made in India’ takes
the lion’s share of textile exports,
that alone creates more direct jobs
than the 3.7 million current jobs in
the Indian IT and BPO industries.
However, despite  continued
revenue growth, IT companies
and factories alike are adopting
rapid automation, a phenomenon
that will, in the next five years,
shrink the already small BPO and
IT workforce in India by 500,000
jobs. India has one million people

reaching working age every month
and needs to see through ‘Made in
India’, just as the CPEC is critical
to Pakistan’s stable future.

On the other hand, India isn’t
making as much progress as
it has sought. While the NDA
government has paved more
kilometers of roads per day
than its predecessor and reached
coal production targets made
from the outset, inadequacies
are clear in the momentum of
this government’s infrastructure
ambitions.

Due to fiscal exhaustion, a
short-lived railway construction
boom will likely peter out, and
frequent power cuts will persist
even with a power production
surplus unless the inefficient
transmission is overhauled. ‘Made
in India’ can’t go far with PM
Modi’s infrastructure predicament.
But Pakistani  manufacturing
growth will be powered by Chinese
logistical performance.

Delhi’s strategic community
doesn’t see the true competition.
The basic blunder is that
India is turning away from an
opportunity. The actual daunting
challenge for India is in the
CPEC’s commercial success
enabling as a successor in labour-
intensive export manufacturing.

But there’s something
India is already losing in its
posture to ‘Belt and Road’. If
proportionately scaled, India is
missing out on $400-500 billion
in financing and investment with
rail and electricity likely missing
out on most. Perhaps, the inaptly
named CPEC should have been
called ‘Made in Pakistan’. That
would make clear the opportunity
and challenge from China for
‘Made in India’.

India dismissed OHCHR report

Roshan

IT speaks volumes on the
part of Pakistan’s successful
foreign policy and vibrant
diplomacy that UN Office of the
High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) has published
a report on the Human Rights
violations by India on Indian
held Kashmir. Report has been
endorsed by the UN Secretary
General. Indian government
made strenuous efforts to prevent
it from going public. Indian
allegations regarding the report
have also been firmly rejected
by the OHCHR in a detailed
response. This is a milestone,
which has been achieved as
a result of relentless efforts
of our diplomats around the
world. Pakistan has welcomed
report’s recommendations for
establishing Commission of
Inquiry in both Azad Jammu and
Kashmir and Indian occupied
Kashmir, to ascertain the facts on
ground.

Sincethereport was published,
international community has
been deeply disappointed by the
reaction of the Indian authorities,
who dismissed the report without
examining it. India has out rightly
dismissed the report terming
it “fallacious, tendentious,
and motivated,” commenting
that the findings are “overtly
prejudiced” and seek to “build

a false narrative.” Addressing
grievances is what responsible
governments are supposed to do.
They don’t deny and shoot the
messenger. India is rehearsing
to be a super power and in this
regard, as a matter of policy, it
comically imitates all irrational
acts of the United States;
UN bashing is just one such
example. While rejecting Indian
allegations about the report, the
OHCHR commented. “Since the
report was published, we have
been deeply disappointed by the
reaction of the Indian authorities,
who dismissed the report as
fallacious, tendentious and
motivated without examining it
and responding to the very serious
concerns about the human rights
situation.”

Report has extensively quoted
Indian sources including their
Parliament, Supreme Court and
Ministry of External Affairs.
After the report was published,
the Indian government and media
shamelessly termed the report
as “Pakistan authored” and a
“nefarious conspiracy” against
India. Meenakshi  Ganguly,
South Asia Director of Human
Rights Watch has stated that
“India can — and should — do
better in confronting its own
human rights failures. These
human rights concerns have
been well documented”. The

Kashmir report has brought to
light “impunity for human rights
violations and lack of access to
justice” with regard to human
rights challenges in the IoK.
“Special laws in force in the state,
such as the Armed Forces Special
Powers Act, 1990 (AFSPA) and
the Jammu and Kashmir Public
Safety Act, 1978 (PSA) have
created structures that obstruct
normal course of law, impede
accountability and jeopardize the
right to remedy for victims of
human rights violations.”
According to the report, over
1,000 people were detained
under PSA between March 2016
and August 2017 including
minors. “During the 2016 unrest,
there were numerous reports of
attacks on and obstruction of
basic medical services that had
a severe impact on the injured
and general civilian population
in IoK. Days-long curfews and
communication blockades had
a cumulative impact on students
and their right to education”.
And, “In 2016, the authorities
imposed restrictions on freedom
of expression by targeting the
media and journalists”, Report
added. The report also found
that Indian military courts and
tribunals were a hindrance
to justice and highlighted
administrative detention used
by the Indian authorities in IoK

to “circumvent the protections
of ordinary criminal procedure.
Introduced in 1978 to primarily
deal with timber smugglers,
the Jammu and Kashmir Public
Safety Act, 1978 (PSA) is the
most commonly used law for
the purpose of administrative
detention”.

The Indian government has
also been criticised for the use
of pellet guns. “One of the most
dangerous weapons used against
protesters during the unrest
in 2016 was the pellet firing
shotgun, which is a 12-gauge
pump action shotgun that fires
metal pellets. It was deployed by
the Central Reserve Police Force
and the Jammu and Kashmir
Police against protesters, some
of whom were throwing stones.”
The shotgun cartridges contain
500 to 600 pellets that resemble
ball bearings. The ammunition is
made of a lead alloy that is fired at
a high velocity thereby dispersing
the metal pellets over a large area.
There is no way of adequately
controlling the trajectory of these
shotguns beyond a limited range,
which makes them inaccurate
and indiscriminate. Despite the
public outrage over the deaths
and mass blinding caused by
the use of pellet firing shotguns,
the state government has only
set up one special investigation
into a death caused by pellet gun

injuries. Authorities have failed
to independently investigate and
prosecute allegations of sexual
violence by security forces
personnel. There is no record of
allegations of sexual violence by
security forces being prosecuted
in a civilian court.

The killing of civilians
between 2016 and 2018 raises
the question of whether security
forces resorted to excessive use
of force to respond to peaceful
protesters. “International human
rights groups have accused
Indian security forces of using
excessive force and failing to
adhere to applicable national and
international standards on the
use of force,” Report went on to
point out. The right to liberty and
security includes the right not to
be subjected to arbitrary arrest or
detention; the right to know the
reasons for one’s detention and
charges, if any; the right to be
brought before a judge within a
reasonable time following arrest
or detention; and the right to
appeal to a court of law to review
the arrest or detention.” As a
State party to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, India is obligated to
ensure the principles of legality
and the right to liberty and
security. Prime Minter Narendra
Modi! Listening the voice of
international community?
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