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UN promotes B&R initiative

Ahmad

THE US is vehemently opposed
to the project. The FEuropeans
are eyeing the project with a lot
of skepticism and doubt. And
neighbor India fears the project
would overwhelm it politically,
economically and strategically.
But the U.N. believes that China's
Belt and Road project is what the
developing world needs to lift
itself out of its centuries old state
of poverty. Indeed as Colum Lynch
says in his article China Enlists
U.N. to Promote Its Belt and Road
Project (published on May 10, 2018
in the Foreign Policy magazine), the
UN support for the Chinese project
comes as US, Europe and India stand
opposed to it. True enough, speaking
at an African Union summit in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, last July, United
Nations Deputy Secretary-General
Amina Mohammed told African
leaders if they wish to boost their
economies and end decades of strife
they should sign up to participate in
China's Belt and Road Initiative—a
plan to invest a trillion dollars or
more into the construction of ports,
roads, and railways across dozens
of countries from East Asia to East
Africa.

“We must work to take
advantage of one of the world's
largest infrastructure initiatives,”
Mohammed urged at the summit's
opening ceremony. “This is an
opportunity not just to provide
alternatives to silencing the guns for
our people but one that will keep our
assets both human and natural on
the continent building our tomorrow
today.” In speech after speech, top
U.N. officials, including Secretary-
General Anténio Guterres, have
sung its praises portraying the
Belt and Road Initiative as a vital
pillar in a U.N.-sponsored plan to

BJP using War for Political Gains

M CHAUDRY

tackle poverty around the world
by the year 2030. The Chinese
initiative, Guterres said in a speech
before the Belt and Road Forum
in Beijing in May 2017, holds
“immense potential” and promises
greater market access for “countries
yearning to become more integrated
with the global economy.”

The United Nations as Colum
Lynch puts it has embraced the Belt
and Road, which offers the prospect
of trillions of dollars in desperately
needed infrastructure investment
at a time when the United States is
cutting back foreign assistance. “It's
an international stamp of approval
to the Belt and Road Initiative at a
time when it is under fire,” Lynch
quoting a China scholar,Elizabeth
Economy who is a member of
Council on Foreign Relations and
author of The Third Revolution: Xi
Jinping and the New Chinese State.

By joining up with China, U.N.
officials contend, they can help
ensure that the benefits of Chinese
investment trickle down to the
world's poorest and help alleviate
poverty. “The United Nations cannot
ignore or be passive about this
global plan,” said a spokesperson for
the U.N. Development Programme,
which has a policy of not naming
their spokespeople. China formally
unveiled its Belt and Road Initiative
in 2013, outlining a staggeringly
ambitious plan to link China by sea
and land to more than 60 countries
across Asia, Europe, and Africa.
The blueprint reimagines ancient
Silk Road trade routes that linked
Eastern merchants and Western
markets. There is a land-based belt,
across Central Asia to Western
Europe, and a maritime Silk Road
snaking across the Indian Ocean to
the Mediterranean. In a July 7, 2016,
meeting with then-U.N. Secretary-

General Ban Ki-moon, Chinese
President Xi Jinping argued that the
Belt and Road project could help the
U.N. implement its 2030 Agenda
for  Sustainable = Development,
a set of ambitious sustainable
development goals, including the
eradication of poverty. Lynch says
for years, political appointees from
Britain, France, and the United
States have held monopolies
on the top U.N. humanitarian,
peacekeeping, and political jobs.
But according to him since 2007,
China has held the top position in the
Department of Economic and Social
Affairs, or DESA, long considered
a U.N. backwater that organized
conferences and wrote economic
case studies for poor countries.
Under Chinese leadership, the
department, which is currently led
by former Chinese Ambassador Liu
Zhenmin, bolsters Beijing's claim to
global leadership in development,
according to several U.N. officials
and diplomats.

In May 2016, China signed a
10-year agreement with the U.N. to
invest $20 million a year into a U.N.
Peace and Development Trust Fund,
half of which would be earmarked
for programs that support U.N.
sustainable development goals.
Under the terms of the arrangement,
the fund's steering committee
advises the U.N. secretary-general
on projects. Zhenmin and three
Chinese government officials sit on
the steering committee.

Following the establishment of
the fund, China's State Information
Center asked DESA to conduct a
study into how the Belt and Road
Initiative could help the U.N. meet
its development goals. In June 2016,
Pingfan Hong, a Chinese national
who serves as one of DESA's top
economists, conducted the study,

concluding the “essential spirit” of
the Belt and Road Initiative was
“to a large extent in line” with the
U.N. blueprint for reducing global
poverty by the year 2030.

In September, 2016, Helen
Clark, then administrator of the
UN. Development Programme,
signed the first Memorandum of
Understanding with China, pledging
cooperation on the Belt and Road.
At the time, Clark was in the heat
of a campaign for U.N. secretary-
general and was seeking China's
support in the vote, which ended
on Oct. 6 of that year. In a response
to questions posed by Lynch, Clark
wrote that “the Belt and Road
Initiative represents a powerful
platform for economic growth and
regional cooperation, involving
more than 4 billion people, many of
whom live in developing countries.
It can serve as an important catalyst
and accelerator for the sustainable
development goals.”

Asked if China urged her to
support its initiative during the
campaign, Clark says, “There was
absolutely no, repeat — absolutely
no, connection with my campaign to
be UNSG — no mention by China,
no mention by me.” Clark says the
decision to sign the memorandum
of understanding came from the
Regional Bureau for Asia and the
Pacific. But Clark added: “I take
responsibility for agreements signed
on my watch, albeit it was on the
advice of UNDP staff. I agreed to
the MOU because of the importance
of advocating for incorporation of
human development benefits in the
Belt and Road initiative.”

The UNDP has also produced
a cartoon advertisement promoting
the Belt and Road. And other parts
of the United Nations, like the Office
of the U.N. High Commissioner for

Refugees, which signed its own
cooperation agreement with Beijing
last summer, have seen a spike in
Chinese funding in the past year. An
international conference in Vienna
on Belt and Road in September 2017
was hosted by the U.N. Industrial
Development Organization.

China's ambitious plans address
an undeniable need for investment
across FEurasia; developing Asia
alone needs at least $26 trillion in
new investment in power plants,
roads, and the like, according to the
Asian Development Bank.

And while entities such as the
ADB and the World Bank are
investing in infrastructure projects
across the region, their outlays pale
in comparison to the trillion-dollar
visions in Beijing. “From the U.N.
perspective, China not only brings
money to the table, it brings energy,
it brings initiative, and it brings the
capacity,” Economy notes, saying
that the overwhelming majority
of projects are run by Chinese
companies. “They can deliver.
They've got ideas, they've got the
plans, and they can implement.”

Economy acknowledges that
there are shortcomings in China's
infrastructure plan. It includes
weaker environmental standards,
and in many cases the projects
Beijing pushes don't always match
what the recipient countries need.
And Chinese state-owned firms so
far dominate most of the activity
on the Belt and Road. Still, it could
help meet a desperate need for new
investment, and Economy urges
the United States and its partners
to work with China to upgrade
standards and attract international
private-sector companies to join the
effort. “We should work with China
to make this better,” she says. “We
don't have an alternative.”

Former Chief Minister and Karnataka BJP
chief BS Yeddyurappa while reacting on recent
war like situation between india and pakistan
said that the the BJP would benefit from the
preemptive strikes carried out in Pakistan and
will help the party secure more than 22 seats
in the upcoming Lok Sabha elections.

But MamtaBanerjee , was the first
mainstream leader who accused the Narendra
Modi government for ignoring intelligence
inputs because it allegedly wanted to politicise
the death of jawans and create an “atmosphere
of war” ahead of the Lok Sabha polls.

Furthermore, The Trinamul Congress chief,
while addressing a core committee meeting of
her party, lambasted Modi, BJP chief Amit
Shah and the RSS-BJP-VHP combine over
their alleged attempts to polarise and divide
the people ahead of the general election.

Mamta Banerjee said , The BJP led govt
wanted to do politics over the bodies of
jawans. They wanted to create an atmosphere
of war for political gains and this time The
people will not be fooled. You can fool all
the people some of the time and some of the
people all the time but you cannot fool all the
people all the time.

Punjab Finance Minister ManpreetBadal
called upon the BJP not to exploit the Indian
Armed Forces for the political gains, while
asking them to keep the same away from the
electoral politics.

Communist Party of India State Secretary
R. Mutharasan said that The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) will not be able to win the Lok
Sabha elections even if it tries to take political
advantage of the attack on CRPF personnel
at Pulwama and the subsequent air strikes on
“terror camps”.

According to Dr  FarhatHaq (Senior

Analyst from USA), the popularity graph of
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi was
declining so he is using Pulwama incident
as political stunt to retrieve his popularity
and get the sympathies of international
community. Pakistan is taking right measures
at the diplomatic level and highlighting
Indian baseless allegations on international
forums. The American establishment always
wanted to normalize Pak-India relations as
both are nuclear powers. US State department
and Pentagon could play an effective role to
mediate and resolve Indo-Pak tensions.

As per the media Reports, a day after
sealing the seat-sharing agreement, the
Shiv Sena asked the NDA government not
to behave in a way that would reinforce the
charge that it was trying to inflict a war on the
nation to influence poll results.

Riots and terror attacks should not be
milked for “political gains”, the Sena said in an
editorial in the party mouthpiece ‘Saamana’.
Targeting students from Kashmir over such
incidents could spell more trouble for the
government, Shiv sena warned. Without
taking names, the party said, “Sometime back
there were political allegations that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi could wage a small-
scale war to win elections...The rulers should
not behave in a manner that these allegations
gain credence.” Referring to the Pulwama
bombing, the Marathi daily said, “The country
is still boiling over the terror attack, hence
there will be criticism.

The Opposition leaders , civil society
organisations  called that India's cultural
heritage, unity, federal structure, institutions,
the Constitution, history, everything has been
destroyed. This dictatorial regime of the
Modi and Shah, must be toppled to save this
country.
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www.yetiairlines.com

@ DeveLopmeNt

- Celebrating our Past and
" Spearheading the Future

Yeti Airlines Domestic Pwvt. Ltd., Tilganga, Kathmandu Nepal
Tel: +977-1-4465888, Email: reservations @yetiairlines.com
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Yeti Airlines

You come first
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