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Prayers of Sikhs answered

M Chaudry

The opening of the
Kartarpur corridor sends a
powerful message worldwide

The inauguration of the
Kartarpur Corridor by Prime
Minister Imran Khan on the
eve of the 550th birthday of
Baba Guru Nanak, the founder
of the Sikh religion, was
indeed a historic event for the
140 million Sikh community
in India and the Sikh diaspora
in other countries around the
world, who for the last 72
years had persistently prayed
and hoped for their free access
to one of their holiest places
in Pakistan— Kartarpur where
the Guru spent the last 18
years of his life. Their prayers
were finally answered. It is
said that there are two most
stupendous forces in this
world, faith and fear, and faith
is stronger than fear. Religion
takes care of the worldly and
spiritual aspect of human
lives. People seek solace and
comfort to create balance
in their lives from their
respective scriptures, saints
and their spiritual guides like
Guru Nanak, which explains
the intensity of their devotion
to them. The Sikhs hold Guru
Nanak in the highest esteem
and visiting the holy places
associated with him is an
integral part of their faith.

The elation and gratitude
of the Sikh community over
this unprecedented initiative
by Prime Minister Imran Khan

and the COAS Gen Qamar
Javed Bajwa was immensely
evident from the remarks

made by Navjot Sidhu on
behalf of the Sikh Community
and their other leaders. The
implementation of the project
by Pakistan government in
spite of the initial reluctance
by the Indian government in
regards to its implementation
is in the best Islamic traditions
of religious tolerance and
interfaith harmony. The step
taken by Pakistan government
in the absence of any reciprocal
gesture by India and in spite of
the Indian atrocities in Kashmir
and the unpalatable decision
of the Indian Supreme Court

to award the Babri Mosque
land to Hindus has reinforced
the credentials of the country
as a religiously tolerant entity
wedded to its humanitarian
ethos.

India by acting as a war-
like state in pursuance of the
RSS philosophy of Hindutva is
actually not only jeopardizing
the regional peace and
security, but also undermining
communal harmony within its
own borders which ultimately
will harm her own interests

The move has also been
widely appreciated by the
international community.
Pakistani nation can rightly feel
proud of it. In that context it
also represented a diplomatic
triumph for Pakistan. The
opening of the corridor could
well become a milestone
for peace and may even

set new trends for granting
people of faith a free access
to their sacred spaces, which
incidentally is denied to the
people of Kashmir right now
who are under siege for more
than 100 days.

Providing visa-free access
to millions of Sikhs to their
holiest sites also augurs
well for Pakistan. The Sikh
community is connected to this
land through an unbreakable
cord of spirituality, as most of
their sacred places are situated
on our side of the border,
equally valuable to us as our
precious heritage. It was also
befitting that Pakistan issued
commemorative coins and
stamps on the occasions and
took steps to establish the Guru
Nanak University at Nankana
Sahib. Guru Nanak was a saint
who was equally revered by
Sikhs and Muslims as is evident
from his last rites, performed
by both Muslims and Sikhs.
Igbal called him ‘mard-e-
kamil’ (a perfect man) who
raised India out of slumber.
India also needs to emulate
the example set by Pakistan
by allowing easy access to
the Muslims from Pakistan
and other communities to
visit their sacred sites in India
by simplifying the rigorous
procedure in force to deal with
such requests.

The inauguration of the
Kartarpur corridor in a way is
also a gesture towards India for
burying the past and making
a new beginning for peaceful

Sikhs for Referendum 2020

C Kiran

AS published in the Mail
on Line, London, on 12 August
2018, members of the Sikh
community led by ‘Sikhs for
Justice’ gathered in Trafalgar
Square in central London on
August 12, 2018 and called for
a referendum by the global Sikh
community to establish India’s
Punjab state as an independent
country. The rally comprised of
thousands of expatriate Sikhs and
their supporters, who demanded
a referendum on an independent
homeland to be carved out of
India. They brandished banners
reading ‘Free Punjab, End Indian
occupation’, ‘Punjab Referendum
2020 for Khalistan’ and ‘We
will re-establish Punjab as an
independent country’.

As published in the Times
of India on 12 August, the
pro-Khalistan rally was called
London Declaration, and its
purpose was to kick-start a
campaign for a non-binding
referendum on Punjab’s
independence in 2020. Some of
the protesters said, they felt Sikhs
were treated unfairly in India and
did not have equal rights. More
than 3,000 Sikhs took part in the
rally.

As per the above newspaper,
the Indian government discussed
its concern with UK officials over
the activity of expatriate Sikhs,
who want to create a homeland
of Khalistan in India’s northern
Punjab state. The UK’s Foreign
Office confirmed it discussed
the rally with the Indian High

Commission, but a spokeswoman
told AFP that a “Peaceful protest
is a vital part of a democratic
society.” Gurpatwant S. Pannun,
legal advisor to Sikhs for
Justice, said, “This is a peaceful,
democratic campaign to give Sikhs
the right to determine their own
future”. The Sikhs determination
to make Indian Punjab a separate
country for them is a long
standing requirement because of
the injustices done to them, as a
minority in India. To undermine
Sikh identity, culture and their
demand for a separate homeland;
apart from promoting the extremist
Hindu organizations to mistreat the
Sikhs, the Indian government has
also been using state terrorism to
suppress them.

The Sikhs in Indian Punjab
have suffered indiscriminate use
of state terrorism to suppress their
initial demand of their right to
have autonomy, which was refused
to them repeatedly. After being
frustrated by the government’s
strategy to use Hindu extremists
and state forces to commit rampant
human rights (HR) violations against
the Sikhs, the community demanded
independence from India.

In 1980, the Sikhs started
an armed struggle against the
Indian yoke. As a consequence,
Indian Army’s major violation
of Sikhs human rights resulted
in the desecration of their most
sacred shrine in Amritsar, the
Golden Temple. The government
launched an attack with tanks on
June 1984, to kill Sikh freedom
fighters residing there. The death

toll of the attack was estimated
to be as high as 2,000 Sikhs.
Since the attack in 1984, as noted
by Amnesty International, the
Indian Government has been
using state forces to suppress their
freedom struggle by committing
indiscriminate atrocities against
them.For example, to interrogate
the Sikh freedom fighters, Chilli
powder was sprinkled in their
eyes. Sikhs were hung upside
down from ceilings till they
became unconscious. Their body
joints were battered. Electric
shocks were administered, making
most of the youth impotent. Sikh
women, during interrogation,
were also hurt very badly.
Moreover, violence is inflicted
on the parents in the presence
of their sons and daughters
and vice-versa. Adult girls are
sexually assaulted, pregnancies are
terminated of expectant females.
Sikhs are subjected to severe
beatings and filthy abuse in the
presence of their village folks.
Dead bodies of Sikhs killed in
fake encounters are not handed
over to their parents to conceal
marks of excessive violence.
Indiscriminate atrocities are
committed against the parents of
underground youth of the area
where militant action took place.
However, as stated by a prominent
Sikh leader, Dr Amarjeet Singh
in Dunya Kamran Khan Kay Sath
programme recently, “India, with
the massacre of 0.15 million Sikhs
over the course of 32 years, has not
been able to crush the Khalistan
movement”.

co-existence by resolving the
mutual disputes, including
the core issue of Kashmir
which have bedeviled relations
between the two countries at
the cost of regional peace and
security. Prime Minister Imran
Khan was right on money
while addressing the Kartarpur
ceremony to urge Indian PM
Narendra Modi to do justice
to the people of Kashmir to
create conditions for peaceful
co-existence and peace in the
region which is so essential to
fight poverty and changing the
economic profile of the teeming
millions on both sides of the
border. This could happen only
when the Modi government
understands and recognizes the
ground realities. India by acting
as a war-like state in pursuance
of the RSS philosophy of
Hindutva is actually not only
jeopardizing the regional
peace and security, but also
undermining communal
harmony within its own borders
which ultimately will harm her
own interests.

This region badly needs
peace and amity between
the two nuclear neighbours.
Continued hostility between
them is fraught with dangerous
consequences. Kashmiris are
fighting for their right of self-
determination as enshrined
in the UN resolutions. Their
movement for independence
cannot be suppressed through
decrees ending special status of
the state and by the barrel of the
gun. They have been fighting

for their independence and
right to self-determination since
1989 and the Indian forces have
not been able to kill their spirit
despite assassinating more than
100,000 Kashmiris since then.
That is a reality staring the
Modi government in the face.
India for sure has not been
able to sell its contention of
situation in Kashmir being its
internal matter, as is evident
from the reaction of the
global community and the
UNSC which reiterated that
the Kashmir issue needed to
be resolved in conformity
with the UN resolutions and
bilateral agreements in that
regard. It was time for the
world community and the
UN to move beyond merely
showing concern on the
developing situation in Indian-
Occupied Kashmit and to
fulfill their obligation towards
the people of Kashmir by
pressurizing India to grant the
right of self-determination to
them. Indian intransigence
not to recognize the ground
realities and continued
denial of the right of self-
determination to the people
of Kashmir could have very
disastrous consequences
for the region and beyond.
Two nuclear states standing
face to face with each other
in regards to Kashmir also
presents a dreadful spectacle
and underlines the urgency
for the world body and the
international community to act
before it is too late.
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