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Jammu Kashmir Dispute : Past and Present

On the occasion of the Kashmir Solitary
day, Pakistan Embassy organized a talk
programme on “Jammu Kashmir Dispute
: Past and Present”. The day is observed
every year on February 5, in Pakistan and
by Pakistanis all over the world to express
their solidarity with the people of Jammu
Kashmir in their struggle for the right of
self determination. The programme was
attended by around forty writers, media men
and analysts, as well as representatives of
human rights organizations. Messages of
the President, Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Pakistan on Kashmir Solidarity day
were read out.his message, President Arif Alvi
said that Pakistan will continue to raise the
issue of Jammu Kashmir at every available
forum. He added that India’s illegal actions
of August 5 have further strengthened the
bond between the people of Indian Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir and Pakistan.

In his message, Prime Minister Imran Khan
urged the international community to play its
role in ensuring respect for the fundamental
human rights and freedoms of the Kashmiri
people. Expressing Pakistan’s unshakable
solidarity with the people of Indian Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir, the Prime Minister said
that “Pakistan will continue its full moral,
political and diplomatic support until the
Kashmiri people have realized their legitimate
right to self-determination in accordance with
the United Nations Charter and the relevant
UN Security Council Resolutions”.

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi
said that “the international community must
do more to support the people of Occupied
Jammu & Kashmir in this time of trial and
tribulation”. Speaking at the Talk Programme,
Ambassador Mazhar Javed recollected the
genesis of the dispute and the adoption of UN
Security Council resolutions giving the people
of Jammu and Kashmir their right to self
determination. He also recounted the recent
events following the revocation of Article 370
by India. He said that the peace and stability
in the region would remain elusive till the
Kashmir dispute was resolved in accordance
with the wishes and aspirations of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir. The programme
concluded with an elaborate Question-Answer
session in which several journalists and
analysts asked questions about the history,
human rights dimension and the future of the
disputed territory, to which the Ambassador
responded. The participants thanked the
Embassy for organizing the event...

L.' &

Kashmir Solidarity Day

Message from the Prime
Minister of Pakistan

Today, we observe the Kashmir
Solidarity Day to reaffirm our unflinching
support for our Kashmiri brothers and
sisters who have been subjected to an
inhuman lockdown and communications
blockade for six months now. The
unprecedented length of these restrictions
has fully exposed the ‘fiction’ of India’s
democracy and its scant regard for basic
human norms. The Kashmiris, the Muslim
Ummabh, Pakistan and the international
community have rejected India’s travesty
of law and justice. India has turned 8
million Kashmiris into prisoners in their
own land through the deployment of over
900,000 occupation troops. History has
few precedents of such suffocation and
violation of the fundamental rights at
this scale. Tens of thousands of innocent
people have been arbitrarily detained and
thousands of young boys abducted and
incarcerated at undisclosed locations. This
is a true manifestation of Indian stat-
terrorism.

The international community, major
human rights organizations and the
international media have been unanimous
in their condemnation of India’s
unacceptable actions. India stands before
the world, exposed as a majoritarian
and authoritarian polity, tramping upon
the basic rights and freedoms of the

Kashmiri people. Pakistan demands
immediate lifting of the military siege
and communications blackout as well as
rescinding of India’s illegal and unilateral
actions. All those illegally arrested and
incarcerated should be released and the
draconian laws enabling impunity to
Indian occupation forces be immediately
repealed.

The international human rights and
humanitarian organizations, as well as
international media, should be allowed
access to evaluate the human rights
situation in the occupied territory. We
urge the international community to
play its role in ensuring respect for the
fundamental human rights and freedoms
of the Kashmiri people and averting grave
risks to global peace and security posed by
India’s belligerent rhetoric and aggressive
action.

We express our unshakable solidarity
with the people of Indian occupied Jammu
and Kashmir and assure that Pakistan
will always stand shoulder-to-shoulder
with them. Pakistan will continue its full
moral, political and diplomatic support
until the Kashmiri people have realized
their legitimate right of self-determination
in accordance with the United Nations
Charter and the relevant UN Security
Council Resolutions.

Message by the Foreign
Minister of Pakistan

It is imperative to understand that
when India undertook its illegal and
unilateral actions of 5 August 2019, it
not only violated the United Nations
Security Council Resolutions on Jammu
& Kashmir, international law as well as
its own constitution; it in fact, also tried to
extinguish the very identity of the Kashmiri
people and the concept of ‘Kashmiriyat’.

India hoped that by arbitrarily
tampering with the demographic integrity of
Indian occupied Jammu & Kashmir, it could
dampen the spirit of the Kashmiri people or
at the very least, make them compromise on
their legitimate right to self-determination.
On both counts, India has abjectly failed.

The international community, the
human rights organizations, international
media and the civil society have all called
India out on its tyranny. Protests have been
held in nearly all major cities in support of
the Kashmiri people. The United Nations
and major world leaders have stood by
the Kashmiris in condemning Indian
actions and the United Nations Security
Council has discussed the issue of Jammu
& Kashmir three times during the past 6
months.

The international community must do
more to support the people of Occupied
Jammu & Kashmir in this time of trial and
tribulation. Each additional second on the
lockdown clock is a burden on the world’s
collective conscience. The international
community must act in support of the
fundamental freedoms and basic human
rights of Kashmiris and urge India to allow
the UN Fact Finding Mission to IOJ&K to
ascertain the reports of grave human rights
violations there. India must allow United
Nations Military Observer Group in India
and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) unhindered
access to carry out its duties in [OJ&K.

If India has nothing to hide, it must allow
international media and civil society to visit
and report on the human rights situation in
I0J&K.

In the end, let me reaffirm Pakistan’s
unstinted political, diplomatic and moral
support for the valiant Kashmiri people in
their just struggle for human dignity and
their inalienable right to self-determination
in accordance with United Nations Security
Council resolutions.

Ahmad
THE US is vehemently opposed

Chinese government officials sit on
the steering committee.

to the project. The FEuropeans
are eyeing the project with a lot
of skepticism and doubt. And
neighbor India fears the project
would overwhelm it politically,
economically and strategically.
But the U.N. believes that China's
Belt and Road project is what the
developing world needs to lift
itself out of its centuries old state
of poverty. Indeed as Colum Lynch
says in his article China Enlists
U.N. to Promote Its Belt and Road
Project (published on May 10, 2018
in the Foreign Policy magazine), the
UN support for the Chinese project
comes as US, Europe and India stand
opposed to it. True enough, speaking
at an African Union summit in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, last July, United
Nations Deputy Secretary-General
Amina Mohammed told African
leaders if they wish to boost their
economies and end decades of strife
they should sign up to participate in
China's Belt and Road Initiative—a
plan to invest a trillion dollars or
more into the construction of ports,
roads, and railways across dozens
of countries from East Asia to East
Affica.

“We must work to take
advantage of one of the world's
largest infrastructure initiatives,”
Mohammed urged at the summit's

UN promotes B&R initiative

opening ceremony. “This is an
opportunity not just to provide
alternatives to silencing the guns for
our people but one that will keep our
assets both human and natural on
the continent building our tomorrow
today.” In speech after speech, top
U.N. officials, including Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres, have
sung its praises portraying the
Belt and Road Initiative as a vital
pillar in a U.N.-sponsored plan to
tackle poverty around the world
by the year 2030. The Chinese
initiative, Guterres said in a speech
before the Belt and Road Forum
in Beijing in May 2017, holds
“immense potential” and promises
greater market access for “countries
yearning to become more integrated
with the global economy.”

The United Nations as Colum
Lynch puts it has embraced the Belt
and Road, which offers the prospect
of trillions of dollars in desperately
needed infrastructure investment
at a time when the United States is
cutting back foreign assistance. “It's
an international stamp of approval
to the Belt and Road Initiative at a
time when it is under fire,” Lynch
quoting a China scholar,Elizabeth
Economy who is a member of

Council on Foreign Relations and
author of The Third Revolution: Xi
Jinping and the New Chinese State.

By joining up with China, U.N.
officials contend, they can help
ensure that the benefits of Chinese
investment trickle down to the
world's poorest and help alleviate
poverty. “The United Nations cannot
ignore or be passive about this
global plan,” said a spokesperson for
the U.N. Development Programme,
which has a policy of not naming
their spokespeople. China formally
unveiled its Belt and Road Initiative
in 2013, outlining a staggeringly
ambitious plan to link China by sea
and land to more than 60 countries
across Asia, Europe, and Africa.
The blueprint reimagines ancient
Silk Road trade routes that linked
Eastern merchants and Western
markets. There is a land-based belt,
across Central Asia to Western
Europe, and a maritime Silk Road
snaking across the Indian Ocean to
the Mediterranean. In a July 7, 2016,
meeting with then-U.N. Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon, Chinese
President Xi Jinping argued that the
Belt and Road project could help the
U.N. implement its 2030 Agenda
for  Sustainable Development,

a set of ambitious sustainable
development goals, including the
eradication of poverty. Lynch says
for years, political appointees from
Britain, France, and the United
States have held monopolies
on the top U.N. humanitarian,
peacekeeping, and political jobs.
But according to him since 2007,
China has held the top position in the
Department of Economic and Social
Affairs, or DESA, long considered
a UN. backwater that organized
conferences and wrote economic
case studies for poor countries.
Under Chinese leadership, the
department, which is currently led
by former Chinese Ambassador Liu
Zhenmin, bolsters Beijing's claim to
global leadership in development,
according to several U.N. officials
and diplomats.

In May 2016, China signed a
10-year agreement with the U.N. to
invest $20 million a year into a U.N.
Peace and Development Trust Fund,
half of which would be earmarked
for programs that support U.N.
sustainable development goals.
Under the terms of the arrangement,
the fund's steering committee
advises the U.N. secretary-general
on projects. Zhenmin and three

Following the establishment of
the fund, China's State Information
Center asked DESA to conduct a
study into how the Belt and Road
Initiative could help the U.N. meet
its development goals. In June 2016,
Pingfan Hong, a Chinese national
who serves as one of DESA's top
economists, conducted the study,
concluding the “essential spirit” of
the Belt and Road Initiative was
“to a large extent in line” with the
U.N. blueprint for reducing global
poverty by the year 2030.

In September, 2016, Helen
Clark, then administrator of the
UN. Development Programme,
signed the first Memorandum of
Understanding with China, pledging
cooperation on the Belt and Road.
At the time, Clark was in the heat
of a campaign for U.N. secretary-
general and was seeking China's
support in the vote, which ended
on Oct. 6 of that year. In a response
to questions posed by Lynch, Clark
wrote that “the Belt and Road
Initiative represents a powerful
platform for economic growth and
regional cooperation, involving
more than 4 billion people, many of
whom live in developing countries.
It can serve as an important catalyst
and accelerator for the sustainable
development goals.”
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