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The ugly face of Hindutva

M Kabir

As the worst ever anti-
Muslim violence in Delhi -
which has already claimed more
than 40 lives and caused injuries
to hundreds — continues under
the approving nod of the leaders
of the BJP and the Indian police,
as also corroborated by reports
in the international media, the
world remains as indifferent as
ever to the unfolding catastrophe
set in train by the Hindutva
philosophy of the RSS.

The burning of houses of the
Muslim community, desecration
of a mosque and unrestrained
attacks on Muslims, represent
the ugly face of the racist and
supremacist ideology of the
BJP. What is happening in New
Delhi is also the vindication of
the prediction made by Prime
Minister Imran Khan in his
address to the UN General
Assembly where he had warned
about the likely repercussions
of this ideology, and sought
the intervention of the world
community before it was too
late. He very rightly likened the
RSS’ philosophy to Nazism.

Referring to the Killings in
New Delhi, while addressing
a special ceremony to
commemorate the first
anniversary of Pakistan’s
response to the Indian aggression
last year, the prime minister again
urged the world community
to take notice of the Hindutva
ideology of India which is based

on hatred and racial superiority
against minorities. The PM said
that the international community
needs to take note before it’s

too late — adding that the Indian
rulers have chosen the path of
self-destruction.

Alluding to several
happenings in different parts
of the world, including Nazi
Germany, Rwanda, Myanmar
and Bosnia, PM Khan said
that history shows that only
bloodshed follows the kind
of racist, totalitarian and
fascist ideology that has been
adopted by the RSS in India.
He continued that the Hindutva
philosophy prevailing in India
is spreading hatred against
Muslims and Christians and
its next target would be other
Indian minorities.

Later in a tweet the prime
minister said: “As | had
predicted in my address to
the United Nations General
Assembly last year, once the
genie is out of the bottle, the
bloodshed will get worse.
Indian-occupied Jammu and
Kashmir was the beginning: now
200 million Muslims in India
are being targeted. The world
community must act now”.

History is witness to the fact
that such hate ideologies not
only spell disaster for others
but also ultimately lead to
the destruction of the country
practising them. The death and
destruction caused by Nazism

during World War-11 and the
devastation faced by Hitler’s
Germany is a stark reminder of
this irrefutable reality.

Mere expression of concern
by the UN and the world
community, without taking
the initiative to dissuade India
from doing what it is doing and
removing the root cause of the
conflict in Kashmir and the anti-
Muslim riots gripping India at the
moment, is not going to help. The
indifference shown by the world
community to the happenings
in IOK where 80 million people
are under siege since August 5
last year will encourage India
to continue with its oppressive
actions in IOK and targeting
Muslims in India, of course with
disastrous consequences for
India itself. The saner elements
in India and the opposition
Congress Party are justifiably
opposed to RSS ideology and the
policies being pursued by the BJP
government, seeing it as a move
to divide India.

The move by the Modi
government to end the special
status of IOK by repealing
Article 370 of the Indian
constitution, bifurcation of
the state into two regions and
making it part of the Indian
union, constitutes an affront
to the UN and the world
community which, under the
UN resolutions on Kashmir, are
under obligation to ensure the
exercise of the right of self-

determination by the people of
Kashmir to decide their future.
India was surely emboldened
by the apathy of the world
community to the plight of the
people of IOK as well as by
the way powers like the US
and its allies are blinded by
their strategic and commercial
interests and fail to see the
humanitarian disaster unfolding
in the region.

India is not only continuing
with its killing spree in 10K but
has also adopted a threatening
posture towards Pakistan, more
so since Modi became prime
minister of India as is evident
from the continued violations of
the ceasefire agreement and the
way the Indian Air Force aircraft
entered Pakistani airspace on
February 26 last year. The
incident could easily have
escalated into a full-fledged war
between the two countries.

Pakistan not only showed
remarkable restraint against
that serious provocation but as
a goodwill gesture and due to
its faith in the need for regional
peace also returned the captured
Indian pilot. The downing of two
Indian planes and hitting targets
on the other side as a defensive
measure also conveyed a strong
message that the Pakistani armed
forces were fully capable of
thwarting any aggression against
the country and their bravery
and commitment to this national
cause was beyond reproach.

They deserved an unqualified
appreciation and gratitude of the
nation for making the enemy eat
dust.

Peace and regional security
are absolutely essential for
Pakistan as well as India with
regard to changing the economic
profile of their respective
countries and pulling the
teeming millions on both sides
of the border out of the perennial
‘poverty trap’. Both cannot
afford a military confrontation
with each other and they have no
choice but to remove the causes
of conflict that has marred
relations between them for the
last more than seven decades.

The Indian leadership needs
to realize that by delaying
the resolution of the Kashmir
dispute they are not only
jeopardizing the future of
their own country but also of
the entire region. The sooner
this realization sinks in, the
better for the entire region and
beyond. Those powers which
are turning a blind eye to the
happenings in Kashmir and
the anti-Muslim actions of
the Indian government must
also realize that their strategic
and commercial interests in
the region would be better
served in a peaceful regional
environment. Now is the chance
to make a move. Prime Minister
Imran Khan is absolutely right
in repeatedly urging the world
to act now.

UN Human Rights report on Kashmir

Roshan

THE first-ever UN report
on human rights in Indian
Occupied Kashmir focuses
mainly on serious human rights
violations in the region from
July 2016 to April 2018. “In
responding to demonstrations
that started in 2016, Indian
security forces used excessive
force that led to unlawful
killings and a very high number
of injuries,” the report said.
UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al
Hussein, in a statement called
for a commission of inquiry
by Human Rights Council into
all violations before opening a
three-week session in Geneva
on Monday. He added that
alleged sites of mass graves
in Kashmir Valley and Jammu
should be investigated. This
goes to prove that Kashmir
is very much on UN agenda,
as report calls for finding a
final solution to J&K dispute
through meaningful dialogue
that includes also people of
Kashmir.
Welcoming the report, Kashmiri
Hurriyat leader Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq on Twitter wrote:
“People of Kashmir thank
the UN, especially the bold
efforts of its HR commissioner,
Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, for its
support to the right of self-
determination.” The main focus
of the report is the human rights
situation in the Indian state of
Jammu and Kashmir from July

2016.

However, the day the UN
released report on gross human
rights violations in 10C, a
senior journalist Syed Shujaat
Bukhari was assassinated in
IOK. Apart from running three
daily newspapers, including
the English language daily
Rising Kashmir, Mr. Bukhari
lobbied aggressively for peace
by organising conferences and
summits in the US, UK and
other parts of the world. He
envisioned better relations
between India and
Pakistan. He frequently
wrote for international
publications including the
BBC - being the voice that
explained the complexities
of the region to the rest of
the world.

After martyrdom of
Burhan Muzaffar Wani

in July 2016, protest
demonstrations were held
in the Valley and other
parts of Kashmir.

Indian military and
police resorted to firing
and use of pellet guns killing
about 90 people including
children and injuring hundreds
of them. Such protests and
slogans raised for azadi had
never been so loud in the past.
The planned killing of freedom
fighter Burhan Wani had
triggered protest throughout the
valley and all parts of Kashmir,
and his martyrdom infused a
new spirit into the Kashmir

freedom movement. Later the
martyrdom of his successor,
Sabzar Bhat once again sparked
fierce protests and agitation
against the occupying Indian
forces across the I0K. Earlier
in 1989, Kashmiris had started
armed struggle in retaliation
to the atrocities, rape and
killings, but after 9/11all those
who waged armed struggle for
freedom from occupiers were
dubbed as terrorists.

Instead of accepting the reality

that freedom struggle is waged
by Kashmiris, India accuses
Pakistan of stirring Kashmiri
uprising. In fact it is a ploy to
hoodwink the International
Community on Kashmir issue
and to hide state-sponsored
atrocities on innocent people of
IOK. International community
must realize the plight of
I0K’s people, as Kashmir has
been under unlawful Indian

occupation since October 1947.
Though the report covers period
from 2016 to 2018, it questions
the India’s repressive laws.
The report stated: “Impunity
for human rights violations and
lack of access to justice are key
human rights challenges in the
state of Jammu and Kashmir.
The Armed Forces (Jammu
and Kashmir) Special Powers
Act 1990 (AFSPA) and the
Jammu and Kashmir Public
Safety Act 1978 (PSA) have
“created structures that
obstruct the normal
course of law, impede
accountability and
jeopardize the right to
remedy for victims of
human rights violations.”
The AFSPA prohibits
prosecution of security
forces personnel unless
the Indian Government
grants prior permission
to prosecute. This gives
security forces virtual
immunity against
prosecution for any human
rights violation. In the
nearly 28 years that the law has
been in force in Jammu and
Kashmir there has not been a
single prosecution of armed
forces personnel granted by the
central government, the report
said. It has also been suggested
in the report that India should
urgently repeal the AFSPA,
establish independent, impartial
and credible investigations
to probe all civilian killings

since July 2016 and all abuses
committed by armed groups;
and provide reparations and
rehabilitation to all injured and
to families of those killed in
security operations. The report
has rightly called for final
political solution of Jammu
and Kashmir dispute through
meaningful dialogue that
includes leaders and people of
Kashmir. The UN has to play a
key role in the resolution of this
dispute, as the people of Jammu
and Kashmir were granted the
right of self-determination under
UN Security Council resolutions.
For over seven decades,
Kashmiris have been denied
their right to self-determination
bestowed by the United Nations
Security Council resolutions
including UNSC resolution of
5th January 1949. However,
the repression, oppression
and atrocities by Indian
forces have turned Kashmir
into a hell that would stretch
Dante’s imagination reflected
in his famous poem “Divine
Comedy”. These heinous and
barbaric acts could not break
the will of Kashmiris. The fact
remains, that the heroic struggle
waged by people of Kashmir
is unparalleled in the history;
and they are committed to
continue their struggle till their
objective is achieved. It has to
be mentioned that no political
movement or struggle can be
suppressed through military
means.
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