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Uy Backed Indian Intervention on the Tamil Issue

M Chaudary

The major countries intervene
in the internal affairs of the small
countries under the guise of various
pretexts. In this regard, Hans J.
Morgenthau opines: “The true
nature of the policy is concealed
by ideological justifications and
rationalization.  Therefore, the
ideology provides a mask behind
which the ulterior motives are
concealed...there is a close
relationship between interest and
ideology...the annexation of the
backward states by Great Britain
and France as their colonies was
described as educating, civilizing
and humanitarian mission, a sort of
white man’s burden, while the real
objective was economic exploitation
of the former. Annexation was an
act of imperialism. But to disguise
it humanitarian ideology was
advanced...one of the significant
aspects of ideology is that it can be
described as a cloak for real foreign
policy objective.” Palmer and
Perkins write: “Power became the
instrument of ambitious nationalism
and state’s leaders...futile source of
international conflict...obscure the
real facts of a situation or the real
motives of ambitious leaders.”

In fact, unlike the past when
the most developed countries had
direct control on the less developed

countries, neo-imperialism s
the most dangerous form of
colonialism, prevalent in the

present world. In theory a less
developed or developing country is
free, but in practice, its government
and economy are controlled by
a developed country indirectly.
After the 9/11 tragedy, by using
the ideologies of colonialism and
neo-imperialism (Indirect control),
under the cover of democracy, the
aim of democratising Afghanistan

and the Middle East was propagated
by the United States. But, the real
motive behind was to get control
over the gas and oil of Central Asia
and other Middle Eastern countries.

In these terms, India has
continued interventionist and
hegemonic policies vis-a-vis her
neighbouring countries through its
military and intelligence agency
RAW. With the backing of the US,
New Delhi has been, especially
interfering in Sri Lanka’s internal
affairs, as differences exist between
them on the issue of Tamils. In the
recent past, Sri Lankan Foreign
Minister Dinesh Gunawardena
summoned US envoy Alaina Teplitz
to convey strong objections on the
travel restrictions of Sri Lankan
Army Commander & Acting Chief
of Defence Staff for war crimes by
the US State Department, actually
happened the day after the UN
Security Council held a debate in
New York where, among other
issues, the reconciliation process in
Sri Lanka was especially in focus.

Russia expressed disquiet over
interference in the internal affairs
of any weakened state, stressing
that “The United Nations should
not dictate...but should instead
encourage and complement national
initiatives.” China took a similar
stand, stating that transitional justice
should be taken forward in the arena
of peace-building, respecting the
sovereignty and territorial integrity
of states and refraining from
intervening with a state’s internal
affairs. Notably, India regretted
that involving external actors in the
internal or quasi-internal conflicts of
states has become more frequent.

In this respect, New Delhi’s
envoy stated that involving levels
of coercion, and too often, the
international community adopts

a technocratic, one-size-fits-all
approach that can be damaging
and elaborated that there is also a
perception that transitional justice
mechanisms have been providing
a form of ideological obfuscation
that is intended to divert attention
away from those who benefited,
and sometimes still benefit, from
and in the system. Hinting towards
the Tamil issue vaguely, India
forewarned that reconciliation is an
arduous process, and transitional
justice mechanisms must contribute
effectively to the will of local actors

to shape their own destiny.

While, Sri Lanka did not
figure for specific reference and
criticism in the Security Council
debate, however, for America, it
created sufficient enough synergy
for the act that followed the next
day, i-e “public designation” of
Gen. Silva. In fact, the Sri Lankan
Tamil file has been transferred
from Geneva to Washington.
Meanwhile, the statement by the
Sri Lankan ambassador to the
UN, Mrs. Kshenuka Senewiratne

exuded confidence that Colombo is
confident that the “American plan
to bully the Rajapaksa government
won’t fly.” She stressed that it is
the sovereign prerogative of the Sri
Lankan “to pursue truth, justice,
reparation and guarantee of non-
recurrence.”

In the meantime, Washington
has given up hope following the
stormy visit by Alice Wells, US
acting asst secretary and Lisa
Curtis to Colombo in January,
this year, where they emphasised
the Sri Lankan leaders to fall in

line with the Indo-Pacific strategy
against China by signing the
pending status of forces agreement,
allowing American troops to use
Sri Lanka as a hub for operations in
the Indian Ocean. And the support
from China and Russia helps
Colombo to push back at American
bullying and coercive diplomacy,
while America is weaponising
sanctions in the South Asian region
to beef up the Indo-Pacific strategy.
Today, Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Elam (LTTE) is almost banned

globally. But, it is not banned in
India. Tamils who make almost
12% of the Sri Lankan population
are mostly concentrated in north,
collocated in proximity of Indian
state of Tamil Nadu.

It is noteworthy that since 1983,
over 20,000 Sri Lankan Tamil
insurgents had been imparted
armed training—tactics of guerrilla
warfare by the Indian military.
Despite the capture of some Indian
ships, and despite the complaints of
Colombo, the illegitimate practice
continued by the Indian forces.

Colombo has crushed the Tamil
rebels successfully. But, Tamil
Nadu still remains LTTE’s main
source of weapon supplies. Using
some other tactics also, Indians
have established their political
clout over Sri Lanka by controlling
the Tamil politicians and steer
their democratic right of vote in
order to ensure her own political
suitability ~within Sri  Lanka.
Hence, Tamils have always been
persuaded by New Delhi not to
vote for Rajapaksa’s Family-now
Gotabaya Rajapaksa is president of
the country. This is a clear violation
of basic diplomatic norms and
stark interference into very internal
matter of a sovereign state.

Reports suggest that leadership
of the Sri Lanka’s Tamil National
Alliance  (TNA) worked as
American agents in the regime
change project to overthrow the then
“pro-China” president Mahinda
Rajapaksa in 2015. India also did
its bit too to forge such an alliance,
although Americans have a rich
history of finessing templates such
as sub-nationalism, jihadism, etc.
as geopolitical tools. Nonetheless,
the US-backed Indian intervention
on the Tamil issue continues in Sri
Lanka’s internal affairs.

Political Fault Lines, Moving India

M Kabir
At this critical hour, the
world’s countries are coping

with the Coronavirus pandemic
(COVID-19) which has killed
more than 126,738 persons and
infected 1,999,787 people (Up to
April 13, 2020). Unlike Pakistan,
it has badly affected India and its
people, targeting the country’s
economy. Hours after the Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced the extension of the
coronavirus-enforced  lockdown
till May 3, 2020, a large number
of migrant workers who earn
daily wages came out on roads
across India demanding transport
arrangements to go back to their
native places. But, it is regrettable
that instead of controlling the
coronavirus outbreak, the Modi-
led BJP government continues
especially anti-Muslim and anti-
Pakistan extremist policies, while
also targeting other minority
groups. In fact, the ideology of
Hindutva (Hindu nationalism) is
the genesis of Hindu terrorism,
having co-relationship with it,
India’s political fault lines are
based upon the discriminatory
system of caste and religion. These
trends in Indian politics have
become the staging ground for all
the national movements and wars
of liberation. Indian anti-Muslim
and anti-Pakistan approach is also
part of India’s fault lines politics.
Since Narendra Modi, the leader
of the ruling party BJP became the
Indian Prime Minister in 2014, he

started implementing the ideology
of Hindutva. Under his regime,
persecution of religious minorities
such as Dalits, Sikhs, Christians
and particularly Muslims, including
even of lower cast-Hindus might be
cited as instance. In this regard, the
Indian Citizenship Amendment Act
2019 (CAA), passed by the Indian
Parliament further exposed the
discriminatory policies of the Modi
government. The CAA coupled
with the National Register of
Citizens (NRC) is mainly against

Muslim immigrants particularly
from Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan.

Since December 15, 2019,
daily mass protests, even by the
moderate Hindus have been taking
place across every state in India
against the CAA and the NRC,
which resulted into killing of more
than 100 persons and injuring
800-mostly Muslims by the
police and fanatic Hindus, Modi-
led regime has not withdrawn
the CAA/NRC. More than seven
months have been passed. But,
the Indian extremist government
led by the fanatic Prime Minister
Modi continued lockdown in the
Indian Occupied Kashmir (IOK).
While, Indian fanatic rulers are also
escalating tensions with Pakistan
to divert attention from the drastic
situation of the (IOK), and have
continued shelling inside Pakistani
side of Kashmir by violating the
ceasefire agreement in relation to
the Line of Control (LoC).

Notably, on August 5, 2019

Indian Premier Modi’s government
ended the special status of
the Jammu and Kashmir by
abolishing articles 35A and 370
of the Constitution to turn Muslim
majority into a minority in the
Indian Held Kashmir. Implementing
the August 5 announcement, the
Indian central government issued
a notorious map on October 31,
2019. In accordance with it, Jammu
and Kashmir was bifurcated into
two union territories—Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh. Besides
Pakistan, China also rejected the
Indian map. In this respect, China
objected to the bifurcation of
Jammu and Kashmir into two union
territories as “unlawful and void”,
saying that India’s decision to
“include” some of China’s territory
into its administrative jurisdiction
“challenged” Beijing’s sovereignty.
The border dispute between New
Delhi and China, which remains
unsettled, has increased tension
between the two countries.

It is mentionable that the former
Soviet Union which had subjugated
the minorities and ethnic groups
in various provinces and regions
through its military disintegrated in
1991. New Delhi has been acting
upon similar policies in some
way or the other. However, India,
dominated by politicians from the
Hindi heartland—Hindutva has
been using brutal force ruthlessly
against any move to free Assam,
Kashmir, Khalistan, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Tamil Nadu and
Tripura where wars of liberation

continue in one form or the other.
Due to the discrimination against
the Sikh community, Sikhs have
been fighting for Khalistan as an
independent state. In recent years,
Maoist intensified their struggle by
attacking official installments. In
this context, Indian media admitted
that Maoists have entered the cities,
expanding their activities against
the Indian union. On 22-23 April
2018, at least 39 Maoists were
killed in an alleged encounter with
Indian security forces in district
Gadchiroli. Maoist uprising is the
second major freedom movement
after that of the Occupied Kashmir.

Tamil Naduisanotherareawhere
separatist movements are haunting
the federation of India. And the
seven states of Northeastern India,
which are called the ‘Seven Sisters’
are ethnically and linguistically
different from the rest of the
country. These states are rocked by
a large number of armed and violent
rebellions, some seeking separate
states, some fighting for autonomy
and others demanding complete
independence. These states which
include Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram,
Nagaland and Tripura, accuse
New Delhi of apathy towards their
issues. Illiteracy, poverty and lack
of economic opportunities have
fueled the natives’ demand for
autonomy and independence.

As regards the state of Assam,
the BJP-led alliance has been
targeting the 4 million Assamese
Muslims who are being denied

towards Disintegration

Indian citizenship under the NRC.

Undoubtedly, these states
have witnessed various sorts of
India’s state terrorism, but, did
not stop their struggle. Instead of
redressing the grievances of the
people by eliminating injustices
against them, the Modi-led Indian
regime is depending upon ruthless
force to crush these extremist

and  secessionist ~movements.
Therefore, India’s  unrealistic
counterinsurgency strategy has

badly failed. It is of particular
attention that Indian Minister of
External Affairs Jaswant Singh
who served the BJP for 30 years
was expelled from the party for
praising Mohammad Ali Jinnah
[Founder of Pakistan] and echoing
the pain of the Indian Muslims in
his book, “Jinnah: India, Partition,
Independence.”

Pointing out the BJP’s attitude
towards the minorities, Singh
wrote: “Every Muslim that lives in
India is a loyal Indian...look into
the eyes of Indian Muslims and see
the pain.” He warned in his book,
if such a policy continued, “India
could have the third partition.”

We can conclude that Modi’s
“New India”, which is ‘“Meta
Nationalism”, is transforming the
country into a “fascist and extremist
India”, as Modi is intolerant and
inflexible to any kind of opposition.
So, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s extremist policies based
upon political fault lines are moving
India towards disintegration like
the former Soviet Union.
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