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Minorities get

Wagqar Gillani

The federal government
has reconstituted its National
Commission for Minorities.

According to a notification
issued by the Ministry of
Religious Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony on May 11, the body
will be headed by Chela Ram
Kewlani. It will formulate
“national policy to promote
peace and interfaith harmony”.

However, several minority
groups and human rights bodies
have expressed reservations
regarding the composition and
powers of the commission.

Critics say the 16-member
commission has been notified
without legislation and lacks
independence.

When it comes to minorities,
Pakistan has a checkered record.
Over the years, minorities
have suffered persecution
in various forms, including
terrorist attacks, target killings,
destruction of worship places
and repressive laws. Successive
governments have tried to
change that, at least on paper.

According to rights activists,
the latest development is a
cosmetic move. In September
2013, a gruesome attack
against a church in Peshawar
prompted the then chief justice
of Pakistan to take suo motu
notice of the matter. During
the proceedings, the CJP asked
what steps the state had taken
to protect minorities. Following
consecutive hearings, the court
delivered a detailed judgment
urging the state/government
to take serious measures to
protect religious minorities’
rights and form a body through

Internationalization

Mr Kabir

With the advent of social
media, it is much difficult for
rulers and politicians to speak
lies and to hide information.

In this regard, despite twisting
the facts, under the regime of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
India’s religious bigotry has
continued unabated against the
religious minorities, especially
the Muslims. In this respect, the
United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom
(USCIRF) in its annual report
released on April 28, this year,
recommended that the State
Department should designate
India as Country of Particular
Concern (CPC), for “engaging
in and tolerating systematic,
ongoing, and egregious religious
freedom violations, as defined
by the International Religious
Freedom Act (IRFA)”.

The independent US federal
government commission also
pushed for imposing targeted
sanctions on Indian government
agencies and officials responsible
for severe violations of
religious freedom by freezing
those individuals’ assets and/
or barring their entry into the
US under human rights-related
financial and visa authorities.
The USCIRF proposed allocating
funding to support civil society
in India to create a monitoring
and early warning system in
partnership—to challenge hate
speech and confront religious-
based hate crimes—incitement to
violence.

parliamentary legislation to
safeguard their rights.

However, the judgment,
considered as a milestone in
the history of minority rights,
was not fully implemented.
The apex court later formed
an implementation bench to
oversee the actions taken by the
government.

In 2019, the SC also formed
a one-member commission to
ensure the implementation of
the SC judgment. Retired civil
servant Dr Shoaib Suddle heads
the implementation commission.

In its latest report submitted
two weeks ago, Suddle stated
that the commission was facing
non-cooperation from the
Ministry of Religious Affairs
and Interfaith Harmony.

In its 2014 judgment, the
SC had stated: “A National
Council for Minorities’ Rights
be constituted. The function of
the said Council should inter
alia be to monitor the practical
realization of the rights and
safeguards provided to the
minorities under the Constitution
and law. The Council should
also be mandated to frame
policy recommendations for
safeguarding and protecting
minorities’ rights by the
Provincial and Federal
Government(s).”

So, the government had
set up a National Commission
for Minorities in 2014 in
compliance with the SC
judgment. However, the
commission was not in line
with the SC ruling. It was
in this backdrop that the
current government decided to
reconstitute the body.

Now, Shoaib Suddle has
moved the apex court against
this reconstitution of the

The USCIRF report said:
“In December 2019, parliament
passed the CAA [Citizenship
Amendment Act 2019]...a
pathway to citizenship for non-
Muslim migrants already in India
from Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
and Pakistan by treating them
as refugees fleeing religious
persecution...The CAA would
be even more problematic in
conjunction with a nationwide
NRC [National Register of
Citizens], which could be
modeled after the statewide NRC
in Assam, and is a goal outlined
in the BJP’s manifesto...this
potentially exposes millions of
Muslims to detention, deportation
and statelessness. ..cow protection
had been promoted as a key issue
by the BJP and the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)...
Lynch mobs, often organised
over social media, have attacked
minorities—including Muslims,
Christians, and Dalits. ..Since the
BJP came to power in 2014, there
have been over 100 attacks...
Empowered by anti-conversion
laws and often with the police’s
complicity, Hindutva groups also
conduct campaigns of harassment,
social exclusion and violence
against religious minorities. ..
in August last year, India
stripped the Muslim-majority
occupied Jammu and Kashmir
of its autonomy and imposed
security measures, including
restricting freedom of movement
and assembly, cutting Internet
and phone access, and arresting
Kashmiri leaders, including
religious leaders”.

commission, saying it is in
violation of the spirit of the apex
court’s 2014 judgment.

“This constitution of the
commission is contradictory
to the SC judgment. Such
a commission must be a
legislated statuary body on
the lines of existing statutory
bodies like National Human
Rights Commission, National
Commission on Status of
Women and recently set up
commission to safeguard the
rights of children,” he says.

Meanwhile, several human
rights bodies and minority
groups have strongly objected
to the inclusion of six ex-officio
members and two Muslim
scholars in the commission.

One of the Muslim scholars
is the government-appointed
khateeb of the Badshahi Masjid.
The other member is from a pro-
government seminary.

The Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan
(HRCP) has expressed strong
reservations concerning
the formation of a national
minorities’ commission through
a cabinet decision based on a
summary moved by the Ministry
of Religious Affairs and
Interfaith Harmony. “We urge
the government to set up the
long demanded national council
or commission for minorities up
through effective legislation in
the spirit of the 2014 judgment,”
Haris Khalique of the HRCP
says.

The Women Action
Forum has also rejected the
commission, stating that “such
unilateral decisions undermine
the parliamentary process and
weaken democratic consensus
without serving the purpose
of protecting minorities and

amounts to contempt of court
by violating a judgment based
on the national and international
principles.” The forum warns
that “such dangerous games

of identity politics are what
encourage extremism in Pakistan
and have led to murderous
results... It is a travesty that
nearly half the members of

this commission for minorities
are from the majority Muslim
community.” “The government
of Pakistan has been running
the religious minorities’ affairs
through ad-hocism and toothless
bodies,” Peter Jacob, who heads
Centre for Social Justice, says.

“We think there is nothing
new and the recent formation
of the Minorities Commission
is a rehash of old practices
and merely an administrative
action.”

He says it is quite obvious
that the government is not
interested in solving the issue.
“In fact, its composition puts
a big question mark on its
performance. It is a mere
eyewash.”

Interestingly, rather than
focusing on safeguarding
the rights of minorities,
the commissions’ Terms
of Reference state that “it
will formulate proposals for
amending laws/policies which
are reported to be discriminatory
towards religious minorities,
recommend steps to ensure
maximum and effective
participation by the members
of minority communities in
all aspects of national life,
ensure effective participation
and association of minority
communities with their religious
and cultural festivals and
celebrations. The commission
will also look into the grievances

a toothless commission

and representations made
by members of any minority
community”.

Most of the matters that the
commission is going to address
are already in purview of
existing official bodies.

For example, matters
pertaining to Hindu community
and their worship places are
controlled by the Evacuee Trust
Property Board.

Similarly, the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) takes up complaints of
minority rights violations.

The parliament too has
recently formed a joint special
committee of National Assembly
and Senate members to discuss
the issue of forced conversions.

“I think there is a wide
misunderstanding about this
recently set-up Minorities
Commission,” says Qibla Ayaz,
the Council of Islamic Ideology
(CII) chairman, who is also an
ex-officio member of the new
commission.

“The commission is not for
the welfare of minorities and
has no veto over government
decisions. It is merely a forum to
promote interfaith harmony and
healthy discussion.”

He says there is a lot of
international pressure on
Pakistan to safeguard minority
rights. “The annual reports on
religious freedom also have
negative references regarding
Pakistan. This also leads to
imposition of conditions by
various international bodies like
FATF (Financial Action task
Force). The commission is an
official effort to control such
damage and fulfill international
obligations and show the world
that Pakistan is making progress
in such matters,” he says.

of India’s Anti-Muslim Bigotry

It is notable that under the
guise of coronavirus, Indian
rulers have been imposing
various kinds of restrictions on
the Muslims. Modi’s government
and the health ministry claimed
that Muslims are spreading this
virus. Availing this opportunity,
Hindu extremists have set off
a series of assaults against
Muslims across the country.

In the recent past, Al Jazeera,
The New York Times and Time
magazine reported: “Muslims
have been beaten up, nearly
lynched, run out of their
neighborhoods or attacked in
mosques...Hindu extremists

are scapegoating the country’s
entire Muslim population for
deliberately spreading the virus
through “corona jihad, Indian
hospitals segregate Muslim and
Hindu coronavirus patients. ..

In what many are calling a case
of “apartheid” during a global
pandemic...made separate wards
for Hindu and Muslim patients. It
is a decision of the government”.

Particularly, Al Jazeera
wrote in April and May, this
year: “Did those who commit
crimes against humanity
against Muslims in India and
violate their rights think that
Muslims will remain silent
about these crimes and do not
move politically, legally and
economically against them?

a statement by the general
secretariat of the Kuwait
Council of Ministers said...
Earlier, on April 18, the OIC had
issued a statement, urging India
to take urgent steps to stop the

growing tide of Islamophobia in
the country...people in the Gulf
countries felt outraged over the
way Indian Muslims were being
blamed for the coronavirus
pandemic.... About 8.5 million
Indians live and work in Gulf
countries, a significant number
of Hindus. In the past month,

at least six Hindus working

in the Gulf region have lost
their jobs charged for their
social media posts [Against

the Muslims]...The level of
hubris of the Hindutva fascists
shocked people throughout the
world, changing previously held
opinions...Princess Hend al-
Qassimi, a member of the UAE
royal family, warned openly
racist and discriminatory Indians
in the Gulf that they will be fined
and made to leave the country...
there has been an unprecedented
surge in Arabs openly criticising
the growing anti-Muslim rhetoric
in India...several prominent
activists in the Gulf region turned
to social media to highlight what
they describe as “ill-treatment”
of Muslims...Many of them are
decrying the killing of Muslims
without reason, while others
have said the assault by the
RSS-the BJP’s parent body—on
Muslims is unacceptable and
have labelled it a “terrorist”
group that should be banned

in the Gulf... a civil campaign
had been started to highlight the
malicious propaganda by BJP
and the RSS against Muslims and
to decrease business relations
with India. Kuwait has appealed
to the OIC to intervene in India

to tackle anti-Muslim sentiment
in the country”. Meanwhile,
taking orgnizance of Modi-led
religious discriminatory policies,
the White House has unfollowed
Premier Modi on Twitter sending
the micro-blogging site into a
frenzy over a possible souring
of ties between the world
leaders. It also unfollowed

the Twitter handle of Indian
President Ram Nath Kovind,

the Prime Minister’s office, as
well as, the Indian embassy in
the US. And responding to the
US President Donald Trump’s
claim that he had seen evidence
which indicated the coronavirus
emerged from a virology institute
in Wuhan, China—Beijing
deliberately spread COVID-19,
World Health Organization’s
(WHO) head of emergencies,
Dr. Michael Ryan repeatedly
said on May 2, 2020, that “we
are assured that this virus is
natural in origin.”

Notably, COVID-19 which
has affected the entire world does
not see race, religion, colour,
caste, creed, language, or borders
before targeting any country. Its
elimination needs global unity.
But, it is regrettable that Modi-
led BJP, VHP and RSS, including
other Hindu extremist parties
are leading the racist Hindutva
supremacists against the Muslims
in the occupied Kashmir and
across India. In fact, it is a
primary part of Modi’s belief
system to persecute the Indian
Muslims. Nonetheless, India’s
anti-Muslim bigotry has been
internationalized.
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Your Business Bank

FARIYT TS| BRTGT TS

RicoM™T TSel 4R ATdIdl TSl
qE W d g0 | I8l T O
IRACT AHEE T Howe el
GIUGECIEIRCEICUIC R I i
HES W, &P go-bo FeI THAT
AT | A IRHA S8 Ul B | fF
FE N T T Afes

T USTT BISH W Tdh
FRIS BT HIaRTaRD] TIE0T
ARFE ¥ TARATHT IENd B |
AR HHAN] T TS PISTH
TR B TS~ | TR BRI
SEwD] ARTHT THR—IAD]
RRPT SIRgA <Reww | fAwrd
TEOT TR YRR TRYBT RS
TR TG GERT IS TR
A A8 | TSS BISMT AR,

J 9ER <Rauel B | USe PloMEl
weror AR X Rl Xebl ARG
BRI THGI AT B | S
FRTGIA GAaID] AT,
A X YEQR WIREIC T g
hoRe Al IRSNIPI faurdl gRleror
g2 ma B |

R SraRel HAHag B |
TS PIOM ARG FHAN ¥

q ReEN R AT 9 goor
I | TR Th AMEl BRI

T IUAT WA, R IRBRS A

T FEfdrel S qaSse | e

BAPS I FHAR] I HHAR
Rl g7 9w SRaved 9o
AT | 'USS PISHT ARG I
A B | I\ q e dfeer
rdt | T Fear Wy S
59, SAGGD TH W §B |
ST BRI T[P &I THRIT
PHANE B |

T gveife e SReR®T
AITEd &4 TR AT WD
PRITGIAT T PIeT JF 8IS,
HHAR] U B | SNIRT BRI
T Ricome IR ATeERe ST
e g1 we T R g
R FATGT Y@ AES I |
TR T YR O AW ITaRATHT
Bl | D= WRORS Geol HHART
fegar B | 7 wfdfds uf § < et
ol BRITEY e §IgD,
S0 W9, fRaHe TRUfeHS
Tl UIfafde ¥ eraied agani
fRud! B | TRUGHS qgaT
T B M B B T aad
fordt | anh ot gEor T A Wl
Bf | gHioR WA gRee B |

SIS 1A fAYY 3T Tee] a1 geuf HIET

GRHUTER STIEH HIAH B, Golch T, GRieid sl

T ET B
0 g = T

Fhwmm T

FIHES-2] T T diF 'H' TR TR Tl

%H

STel &R AR S ST Aot TR et a1 g e e
W o T e Ll
i) 4t e srawen e g we
T GHHOTE! SR ST I GO

from g el e e e TaTE SR e e g a4 e et el o g s
A dfmgiomm g admgdfeifs  Aimemandew e @Al o amesfEd
e el

feure, ¥ifdw g o7 g ¢ Afdwm wia

-

T T T U AR AR WA
Tt i

- 5

oA TN G Fiaid A=A
AT LT FEAROT T

AFUIGH/IDRID : oG IS * DRI : IGoIR, BIOAS! DT : 8OTORRY, dI. : RTEIRYSTTY « 3 : abhiyanweekly40@gmail.com - qgor : Jeroma fifes U, IR




