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Black Day : Kashmiris’ struggle for freedom continues

Mr Kabir

The people of Jammu and
Kashmir, living on both sides of
the Line of Control (LoC) and
rest of the world are observing
October 27 as the Black Day
to mark strong protest and
indignation against the forced and
unlawful occupation of Jammu
and Kashmir for the last 73 years
since 1947. But, Kashmir dispute
is still alive due to perennial
struggle of the Kashmiri people.

During the partition of the
subcontinent, the people of the
state of Jammu and Kashmir
(J&K) which comprised Muslim
majority decided to join Pakistan
according to the British formula.

In this regard, the historical
resolution was  unanimously
passed on 19th July, 1947 by
the All Jammu and Kashmir
Muslim  Conference in Abi
Guzar, Srinagar. It decided to
merge Kashmir with Pakistan,
considering the geographical
proximity—majority of Muslim
population (77%), language and
cultural relations of Jammu and
Kashmir.

While, since 1989, Kashmiris
have already been enduring
various forms of state terrorism
such as tortures, kidnappings,
rapes and massacre, no Indian
soldier has ever been taken to
task for these heinous crimes.
Hence, since the military
lockdown started, Indian forces
have intensified the employment
of these brutal tactics. Almost,
100,000 Kashmiris have died in
the past 30 years.

But, Dogra Raja, Sir Hari
Singh, a Hindu who was ruling

over the J&K in collusion with the
Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru and Governor General
Lord Mountbatten joined India.
The design to forcibly wrest
Kashmir began to unfold on
August 16, 1947, with the
announcement of the Radcliffe
Boundary Award. It gave the
Gurdaspur District—a majority
Muslim area to India to provide
a land route to the Indian armed
forces to move into the state of

J&K.
There was a rebellion in the
state forces, which revolted

against the Maharaja and were
joined by Pathan tribesmen.
Lord Mountbatten ordered armed
forces to land in Srinagar.

Indian forces invaded Srinagar
on October, 27 1947 and forcibly
occupied the J&K in utter
violation of the partition plan and
against the wishes of the Kashmiri
people.

When Pakistan responded
militarily, on December 31, 1947,
India made an appeal to the UN
Security Council to intervene
and a ceasefire ultimately came
into effect on January 01, 1949,
following UN resolutions calling
for a plebiscite in Kashmir.

Particularly, the Security
Council adopted resolution 47
(1948) of 21 April 1948, which
promised a plebiscite under UN
auspices to enable the people of
Jammu and Kashmir to determine
whether they wish to join Pakistan
or India. On February 5, 1964,
India backed out of its promise of
holding plebiscite. Instead, Indian
Parliament declared Kashmir-an
integral part of the Indian union.

It is notable that August 5,
2019 was the blackest day of

Indian so-called democracy when
its Parliament revoked articles
35A and 370 of the Constitution,
which gave a special status to
the disputed territory of the
J&K. The act split the J&K
into two territories to be ruled
directly from New Delhi. Thus,
India’s fanatic Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s government
led by extremist ruling party BJP
unilaterally annexed the Indian
Occupied Kashmir (IOK) to turn
Muslim majority into minority.

Now, more than 14 months
have been passed. But, Indian
strict military lockdown in the
Illegally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir  (IIOJK) continues
unabated.

Despite the deployment of
more than 900,000 military troops
in the IIOJK, who have martyred
tens of thousands of Kashmiris,
including women and children
through brutal tactics like fake
encounters, closure of mosques,
shortage of food, medicines for
the patients and coronavirus-
affected persons. Yet, Kashmiri
freedom fighters continue war of
liberation.

Besides, Indian prejudiced
rulers’ various other measures
such as issuance of domicile
certificates to more than 430,000
non-Kashmiris, blaming
Indian Muslims for spreading
of coronavirus in India and
IIOJK show Indian anti-Muslim
campaign.

However, New Delhi has
openly violated the laws which
include UNSC resolutions on
Kashmir, article 42 of the Hague
regulations 1907, common article
2 of the Geneva conventions
(GC), article 42-56 Geneva

convention-IV and customary
international law. In this regard,
Article 55 & 56 of the GC IV
states that the occupying power
must ensure sufficient hygiene
and public health standards,
as well as the provision of
food and medical care to the
population under occupation.
Owing to military clampdown
in the Indian Occupied Kashmir
(IOK)—in order to conceal
India’s state terrorism, Kashmir
has been cut off from rest of the
world. But, under these adverse
circumstances, Kashmiris are
still violating the lockdown by
protesting against Indian illegal
actions.

Notably, Modi-regime has
also increased gangs of RSS-BJP
volunteers permanently stationed
in the occupied Kashmir.

While, since 1989, Kashmiris
have already been enduring
various forms of state terrorism
such as tortures, kidnappings,
rapes and massacre, no Indian
soldier has ever been taken to
task for these heinous crimes.
Hence, since the military
lockdown started, Indian forces
have intensified the employment
of these brutal tactics. Almost,
100,000 Kashmiris have died in
the past 30 years.

It is mentionable that Western
media, human rights groups such
as Human Rights Watch, Amnesty
International etc. and leaders of
various countries and UNO have
repeatedly condemned Indian
illegal measures and human rights
violations which keep on going in
the IOK.

In this respect, a year after
India abrogated the special
status of Jammu and Kashmir,

UN human rights experts on
August 4, 2020 called on India
and the international community
to take urgent action to address
the “alarming” human rights
situation in (IOK) Jammu and
Kashmir—“to investigate all
cases of human rights violations,
including extrajudicial killings,
enforced disappearances, torture
and arbitrary detentions.”

In this context, Amnesty
International said on September
29, this year that it is “stopping
its work in India because the
government has frozen its bank
accounts on September 10 for
highlighting rights violations in
Jammu and Kashmir and riots
in Delhi in recent days and the
government had sought to punish
it for that”.

In the recent past, the UNSC in
its meetings has thrice reiterated
that the Kashmir issue requires
to be settled in accordance with
the principles of the UN charter
and the related Security Council
resolutions, as the world has
refused to believe in the Indian
story that its actions regarding
IIOJK are its internal matter.

Nevertheless, Kashmiris living
on both sides of the LoC and their
brethren in Pakistan, including
almost all over the world observe
today (27th of October) as a Black
Day to protest against Indian
illegal occupation of the Kashmir.

In this connection, conferences
and demonstrations are likely to
be held in various major cities of
the World as people will protest
against India, while reminding
the international community of
the rights of self-determination of
the Kashmiris as recognized by
the UNO-related resolutions.

Modi-led Terrorism against Muslims on ‘International Radar’

M Kabir

In his book, “Politics Among
Nations”, renowned thinker, Hans
J. Morgenthau opined that the
external policy of a country should
be moulded in accordance “with
the exigencies and circumstances
of time and place”, otherwise,
there will be “failure of the foreign
policy.” But, without bothering for
the reaction of the international
community, Indian  extremist
Prime Minister Narendra Modi-
the leader of the ruling party BJP
has continued sponsoring terrorism
against the religious minorities
especially Muslims. In the recent
past, while addressing the Nation
and the Indian Parliament about the
tensions with minorities in India
in passing CAA, Prime Minister
Modi said: “In India, live like
Indian Hindu. Any minority, from
anywhere, if they want to live in
India, to work and eat in India, they
should speak an Indian language
like Hindi, Gujarati, Punjabi,
Bengali any South Indian language
and should respect the Indian laws.
If they prefer Sharia Law, and live
the life of Muslim’s then we advise
them to go to those places where
that’s the state law...India does
not need Muslim minorities. Such
minorities need India, and we will
not grant them special privileges,
or try to change our laws to fit
their desires, no matter how loud
they yell “discrimination”. We will
not tolerate disrespect of our Vedic
Hindu Sanatan culture...The Indian
customs and traditions are not
compatible with the lack of culture
or the primitive ways of Sharia
Law and Muslims....When this
honorable legislative body thinks
of creating new laws, it should have

in mind the Indian national interest
first, observing that the Muslims
minorities are not Indians.”
Premier Modi had got a land
sliding victory in the Indian
elections of 2014 and 2019 on
the basis of anti-Muslim and anti-
Pakistan slogans. Therefore, since
Modi came to power, he has been
implementing anti-Muslim and
anti-Pakistan agenda. Besides
persecution of Indian Muslims,
Modi has also accelerated war-
hysteria against Pakistan and
instructed Indian forces to continue
shelling across the Line of Control
(LoC) and Working Boundary,
which have killed many innocent
civilians inside Pakistani side of
Kashmir and other nearby villages.
In fact, Modi is promoting
religious  fanaticism and the
ideology of Hindutva (Hindu
nationalism) which is the genesis
of Hindu terrorism particularly
against Muslims.In this respect, in
its recently released annual report,
the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom
(USCIRF) recommended that the
State Department should designate

India as Country of Particular
Concern—pushed for imposing
targeted sanctions on Indian

government agencies and officials
responsible for severe violations of
religious freedom by freezing those
individuals’ assets and/or barring
their entry into the US under human
rights-related financial and visa
authorities. The USCIRF report
said: “In December 2019, parliament
passed the CAA...for non-Muslim
migrants already in India from
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and
Pakistan by treating them as refugees
fleeing religious persecution...The
CAA...in conjunction with NRC...

is a goal outlined in the BJP’s
manifesto...this potentially exposes
millions of Muslims to detention,
deportation and statelessness...cow
protection had been promoted
by the BJP and the RSS...Lynch
mobs, often organised over social
media, have attacked minorities—
including Muslims, Christians,
and Dalits...Since the BJP came to
power in 2014, there have been over
100 attacks...often with the police’s
complicity, Hindutva groups also
conduct campaigns of harassment,
social exclusion and violence
against religious minorities...in
August last year, India stripped the
Muslim-majority occupied Jammu
and Kashmir of its autonomy
and imposed security measures,
including restricting freedom of
movement and assembly, cutting
Internet and phone access, and
arresting Kashmiri leaders,
including religious leaders”.

It is notable that under the guise
of coronavirus, Indian rulers have
been imposing various kinds of
restrictions on the Muslims. Modi’s
government and the health ministry
claimed that Muslims are spreading
this virus. Hindu extremists have
set off a series of assaults against
Muslims across the country. In this
context, Western media reported:
“Indian authorities had linked cases
of COVID-19 to Tablighi Jamaat
had held its annual conference in
Delhi in early March. Muslims have
been beaten up, nearly lynched,
run out of their neighborhoods,
or attacked in mosques...Hindu
extremists are scapegoating the
country’s entire Muslim population
for deliberately spreading the virus
through “corona jihad, Indian
hospitals segregate Muslim and
Hindu coronavirus patients...In

what many are calling a case
of “apartheid” during a global
pandemic...made separate wards
for Hindu and Muslim patients. It
is a decision of the government”.

The reality is that under
the guise of COVID-19, India
fanatic entities are pushing Indian
Muslims out of informal sector
jobs. Muslims are facing a new
form of concerted, deliberate
economic marginalisation through
blatant lies linking the community
to the virus. Muslims are being
shut out of the formal sector; many
Muslims depend on the informal
sector and self-employment for
their livelihood. These zealots are
instructing the Hindus not to buy
anything from Muslims’ shops.

In this connection, the Gulf
News wrote: “India’s carefully
cultivated Gulf policy has been
at risk of unraveling over the
past fortnight, with the OIC, the
Kuwaiti government, a UAE royal
princess, and the Arab intelligentsia
decrying hate speeches by Indian
nationals accusing the Tablighi
Jamaat of deliberately exacerbating
the coronavirus pandemic as
well as a crude tweet by a BJP
MP on the sexual impulses of
Arab women...it seems that the
warnings of the Indian mission
have fallen on deaf ears as the list
of Indian ex-pats facing action
over vile Islamophobic remarks on
social media keeps getting longer.
At least three more have been
suspended after their offensive
posts were brought to the attention
of employers by social media users.
The men join nearly half a dozen
hate-mongers who have similarly
landed in trouble in recent weeks”.

In this regard, Al Jazeera wrote:
“Did those who commit crimes

against Muslims in India...think
that Muslims will remain silent
and do not move politically, legally
and economically against them? a
statement by the general secretariat
of the Kuwait Council of Ministers
said...people in the Gulf countries
felt outraged over the way Indian
Muslims were being blamed for the
coronavirus pandemic...the assault
by the RSS—the BJP’s parent body—
on Muslims is unacceptable and
have labelled it a “terrorist” group
that should be banned in the Gulf...
Kuwait has appealed to the OIC to
intervene in India to tackle anti-
Muslim sentiment in the country”.

Meanwhile, taking cognizance
of Modi-led religious discriminatory
policies, the White House has
unfollowed Premier Modi on Twitter
sending the micro-blogging site into
a frenzy over a possible souring of
ties between the world leaders. It
also unfollowed the Twitter handle
of Indian President Ram Nath
Kovind, the Prime Minister’s office,
as well as, the Indian embassy in
the US. And regarding the spread
of COVID-19, WHO head of
emergencies, Dr. Michael Ryan
repeatedly said that “we are assured
that this virus is natural in origin.”

Notably, COVID-19 which has
affected the entire world does not
see race and religion, or borders
before targeting any country. But,
it is regrettable that in the pretext
of coronavirus, Modi-led terrorist
outfits BJP, VHP and RSS are
leading Hindutva supremacists
against Muslims in the occupied
Kashmir and across India. In fact,
it is a primary part of Modi’s belief
system to persecute the Indian
Muslims. Nonetheless, Modi-led
terrorism against the Muslims is,
now, on ‘international radar’.
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