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Countering Hostile Propaganda against the CPEC

Mr Kabir

When during the regime of the
President Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
Pakistan initiated the construction
of Gwadar deep-seaport in
Balochistan province in March
2002 with Chinese assistance,
sirens went off in the capitals
of some European countries,
especially the US, India and Israel
which took it as a threat to their
global and regional plans.

Located on the southwestern
coast of Pakistan, Balochistan’s
Gwadar seaport is close to the
Strait of Hormuz from where
more than 17 million barrels
of oil pass every day. Its ideal
location among South Asia,
the oil-rich Middle East, and
oil and gas-resourced Central
Asia has further increased its
strategic significance. Besides,
Balochistan’s abundant mineral
resources irritate the eyes of the
America, India and Israel which
intend to destabilize Pakistan for
their collective aims, as the latter
is also the only nuclear country
in the Islamic World. However,
development in Pakistan’s
province of Balochistan has
shifted the gravity of the Great
Game of Central Asia to Pakistan.

In this respect, the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
which is part of China’s One Belt,
One Road (OBOR) or China’s Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) is rapidly
developing. CPEC will prove to
be a gateway to prosperity for
both countries as well as the
region. Under the project, China
is investing as much as $62 billion
in various sectors in Pakistan in a
phased manner. Investments under

the CPEC in the infrastructure and
implementation of various related
projects intensified the pace of
economic growth of Pakistan which
will provide a greater boost to the
fragile economy of the country.

In this regard, the Executive
Committee of the National
Economic Council (ECNEC) on
August 5, this year approved the
up-gradation of existing Mainline-1
(ML-1), the 1,872-kilometre railway
project from Peshawar to Karachi,
including the establishment of
a dry port near Havelian and
upgrading Walton Academy.

The project was approved at the
rationalised cost of USS$6,806.783
million, on a cost-sharing basis
between the governments of China
and Pakistan.

Under the project, the existing
2,655-kilometre track would be
upgraded, while the speed of
passenger trains would increase
from 65/110 kilometres per hour
to 165 kilometres per hour and the
line capacity would increase from
34 to 137/171 trains each way per
day.

The project  would be
completed by June 2023 and it is
expected to enhance Pakistan’s
global ranking in cross border
trade-related indicators. It would
also serve as the integration point
bridging cargo/logistics systems
and other trade-related processes.

Besides, under CPEC, energy
projects made progress in 2019-
20. The two energy sector projects-
the Engro Thar Power and Mine
project (660 MW) and HUBCO Coal
Power Project (1320 MW) were
commissioned on July 10, 2019
and August 14, 2019 respectively.
As a result, the ground-breaking
ceremony of Gwadar 300 MW
Coal Power project was held on
November 4, 2019. So, the first
phase of the construction of the

CPEC was very successful, while 22
major energy and transportation
infrastructure projects having been
put into operation.

As regards the CPEC project,
Prime Minister Imran Khan and
Chief of Army Staff General Qamar
Javed Bajwa are keen to see the
implementation of CPEC projects
on a priority basis. Hence, the work
on projects continued even during
Convid-19. However, with the
successful experience in the first
stage, Islamabad has already given
approval to the establishment of
10 special economic zones in the
four provinces.

Infact, CPECwillopen new doors
of development relating to various
fields, as the national economy
of the country will grow fast,
leading to the creation of new job
opportunities, poverty reduction,
and development of transportation
sector, boost industrial growth
and exports. The other areas of
the project include industrial
parks, agricultural development,

tourism, financial cooperation,
improvement in municipal
infrastructure, education, public
health and people-to-people

communication. The energy sector
has been assigned top priority to
help Islamabad overcome energy
shortages.

And Gwadar Port Project is
the central point of Pak-China
strategic partnership with its
strategic location and potential for
becoming the future economic and
energy hub.

Nevertheless,theestablishment
of CPEC between deep Gwadar
seaport of Balochistan and the
historic Silk Road city in western
regions-Xinjiang of China will
connect Gilgit-Baltistan through
Khunjerab Pass. Beijing would
also build an international airport
at Gwadar, while the roads

infrastructure in Gwadar would
link the communication network of
the rest of the country to facilitate
the transportation of goods.

When Gwadar seaport becomes
fully operational, it would connect
the landlocked Central Asian states
with the rest of the world. Being
the commercial hub, the port is
likely to increase the volume of
trade, bringing multiple economic
and financial benefits to Pakistan.
It will enable high-volume cargo
vessels to move in the major
oceans, giving China’s short and
easy access to the Persian Gulf and
the Indian Ocean.

India was openly opposing the
CPEC-OBOR or BRI; the US also
joined New Delhi. In this context,
on October 3, 2017, the then US
Defence Secretary James Mattis
told the Lawmakers, “The United
States has reiterated its support
for India’s opposition to China’s
One Belt, One Road initiative...the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) a part of which traverses
Pakistan-Kashmir.”

Islamabad strongly rejected
the statement from the American
defence chief that the multibillion-
dollar road and rail network CPEC
will pass through a disputed
territory of Kashmir, urging the
international community to focus
on blatant human rights violations
and ‘heinous crimes’ committed
by Indian occupation forces in the
Indian Occupied Kashmir (10K),
and reminded that America that
Washington had also participated
in an OBOR summit.

Earlier, a statement from the
Chinese foreign ministry also
dismissed Mattis’ statement, saying
that the OBOR plan was backed by
the United Nations and that CPEC
was an economic cooperation
initiative. Beijing has also clarified
Indian concerns on the CPEC or

OBOR. But, apart from the US,
India is particularly opposing the
CPEC as part of the anti-Pakistan
and anti-China approach.

In this respect, besides America
and India, some western countries,
including their media have started
hostile propaganda against the
CPEC.

In this connection, the Chinese
Consul General in Karachi, Li Bijian
stated on September 8, 2020:
“China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
will continue to grow and expand
despite the negative propaganda
by certain countries as it is the
flagship project of “One Belt and
One Road Initiative” of China”.

A day after a controversial
interview of a key government
adviser cast doubts over future
of the China-CPEC project, Chief
of Army Staff General Qamar
Javed Bajwa met the Chinese
ambassador in the General
Headquarters (GHQ) in Rawalpindi
on September 12, this year and
assured him that the CPEC is
Pakistan’s economic future and its
security will not be compromised.
The meeting came against the
backdrop of a recent report by
Financial Times which quoted the
Prime Minister’s Adviser on Textile
and Commerce Abdul Razzak Daud
as saying that the newly formed
federal government might revisit
the CPEC projects.

Nonetheless, the Chinese
government has dismissed the
criticism as western propaganda
and insisted that the CPEC will
equally benefit Pakistan.

At this juncture, the media of
China and Pakistan must counter
the hostile propaganda of the
US-led countries against the
CPEC, as they do not want to see
development and prosperity in
Pakistan and China, including the
entire region.

The underlying

Inam Ul Haque

Afghanistan remains one of
the most widely covered crises of
modern times. True to 21st-century
fad, there is a mushrooming army
of so-called 'Afghan experts'.
These experts — to quote
former Afghan cabinet minister
Mohammed Ehsan Zai — "read
‘The Kite Runner’ on [the] plane
and believe they are [an] expert
on Afghanistan." There are desk
officers with no ground experience
who cobble together books from
hearsay and claim greatness.
These tenure-based bureaucrats
tend to make faulty assumptions.
There are military veterans with
limited/sectoral exposure, who
end up creating personality cults.
Then there are freelance writers
who tend to become outright racist
and bigoted in their description of
Afghans and Afghanistan.

It is strongly felt that in the
absence of a multidisciplinary
approach, cutting across political
science/economy, international
relations, sociology, and
anthropology... for example; such
analyses risk becoming personal
experiences with limited universal
applicability. Sociology strongly
rebuffs sweeping generalisations
about people and countries.
Unless backed by rigorous
analysis, academic adroitness,
and fieldwork; Afghans and
Afghanistan would remain an
enigma.

The following Op-Eds
continue my earlier work on
Afghanistan and aim at distilling
some 'constants' gleaned from
some three centuries of Afghan
history. These have helped shape

attitudes and policy formulation in
Afghanistan and are by no means
exhaustive.

First, the nature of the
Afghan monarchy. Unlike the
contemporary monarchies, the
Durrani monarchy created by
Ahmed Shah Baba around 1747
was a 'tribal confederation' with
the king deriving power from
the tribes, and not the other way
round. This shaped subsequent
Afghan approaches towards
authority and governance.

Second, and following from
the above; modern state formation
in Afghanistan has, therefore,
remained a failed exercise,
whether under the erstwhile
farangi , later Shoravi
(Russian) or modern Amreeki
tutelage. Afghan political
culture abhors a strong centre,
especially if it is imposed.

Third, Afghans (the term
by extension covers Pashtun
tribes on both sides of the
Durand Line) are almost
entirely Muslim, converted
en-bloc around the times of
the pious caliphs. They did so,
as they find no major deviations in
Pukhtunwali/Pashtunwali — the
operative code covering everyday
life — and the teachings of Islam.
Both reinforce each other in
major areas. All Pathan tribes are
Sunni except the Bangash tribe
west of Kohat and Turi tribes in
Parachinar, Pakistan. The latter are
actually Turkic.

Interestingly, the Taliban
worldview of Islam is essentially
the rural Pashtun worldview...
although interaction with the
wider world, as refugees, has
introduced reform and changes in
this outlook.

Fourth, paradoxically if ever

constants

there is a conflict between code
(riwaj) and Islam, Pukhtunwali
would prevail. Literature aplenty
to substantiate that major decrees
of the Peoples' Democratic Party
of Afghanistan (PDPA) — during
the 1979 Saur Revolution — were
reinforcing Islamic teachings; yet
the society revolted. The white-
bearded elderly cadre (spin-geeree
masharan) scoffed at the clean-
shaven, Moscow-educated young
communists, who asked them to
change the social status quo. They
fumed at these young zealots
telling them how to live.

Efforts to speed up societal

change in riwaj-bound Afghan
society would eventually fail,
even if the change is good overall.
The 'nation-building' plans of

the US — launched with much
fanfare later, lie in the dust. The
world still doesn't seem to have
learned any lesson. Outsize
emphasis on women/minority
rights, freedoms, and constitution,
etc would complicate the ongoing
intra-Afghan dialogue. Fifth, it is
interesting to see self-appointed
experts criticising Afghans for
being undemocratic. They need

to know that Afghanistan had the
representative Loya Jirga (Lower
House) and Masharano Jirga

of Afghan crisis

(Upper House) since much earlier.
Afghans are extremely egalitarian.
It is only in the developed
democracies that federating units
enjoy greater autonomy like in
the present political dispensation
of Afghanistan. Therefore, the
imposition of a strong centre in an
intensely democratic Afghanistan
has and would never succeed.

Sixth, despite inter and intra-
tribe differences and conflicts,
all Afghans (including the non-
Pashtuns) subscribe to a unique
sense of nationhood. This is the
binding glue, preventing any
touted division of Afghanistan
along ethnic lines.

Seventh, like all tribal
societies, Afghanistan has an
inherent conflict resolution
mechanism in the form of the
jirga. This mechanism works
effectively in the absence of
foreign interlocutors, with
no Afghan faction looking
over the shoulder. Repeated
interference has battered this
system, hence the prolonged
conflict and instability.

Eight, under the tenets of
Pukhtunwali, khegara/shegara
(doing favour/good to others)
occupies a central place. But
the favour has to be returned in
order to re-establish the social
equilibrium that is disturbed when
an Afghan receives a favour.
Having done so, the Afghan
feels being on an equal footing,
unencumbered by complexes.
The Afghan does not feel to be
perpetually indebted. Pakistan's
hope of Afghanistan remaining
grateful to us in eternity is,
therefore, a misplaced over-
expectation, based on lack of
sociological understanding.

Ninth, following on from the

above postulation, it is instructive
to sometimes listen to the Afghans
about our continued harping on
hosting Afghan refugees and
Pakistan's help in the Jihad since
the Soviet times. They reckon,
Afghans fought Pakistan's battle,
as, without Afghanistan, the Soviet
Bear would be sunbathing on

the beaches of Karachi. And for
refugees — they cite — it was
Pakistan's religious obligation to
provide refuge in line with our
lofty claims of Muslim solidarity.

Lastly, massive migration and
continued life under different
social underpinnings have changed
Afghan society marginally. The
newer power elite have emerged,
as during my fieldwork in a
refugee camp in the 1980s; 'ration
malik' was the emerging power
elite, responsible for the camp's
ration distribution. Afghans have
otherwise tried to jealously guard
their traditions. Dead bodies are
still sent back as far as possible
and there are negligible inter-
marriages with locals.

The continued conflict
has exacted a deadly cost in
human and material terms from
Afghanistan, yet to be accounted
for. The hapless, ragtag but
determined Afghans have forced
two superpowers in our lifetime
to bite the dust. Faith and
commitment were central to their
success, besides other reasons.
The Afghans deserve empathy in
the world, not disdain or racial-
profiling.

Moulvi Abdul Ghani Baradar
standing next to Mike Pompeo is
an epoch in the making. Afghan
Baqi, Kuhsar Baqi. Alhamdo-
Lillah, Alhamdo-Lillah [Afghans
and their mountains would keep
standing, praise to Allah].
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