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CPEC: THESTRATEGICPOWER FULCRUM

By Mr Shah

CPEC is the regional strategic
power fulcrum. During Russian
invasion of Afghanistan, the US
aspired to develop Gwadar port
for its strategic engagement in
Afghanistan. But the Russian
decamping Afghanistan left the
plan unfulfilled.

The President of Pakistan,
General Parvez Musharraf,
realized the economic and
strategic vitality of Gwadar and
received China’s attention.

Now, CPEC has proven itself
the Asian Trojan Horse. Along
with other benefits of CPEC, it is
a strategic power fulcrum.

CPEC has strengthened Pak-
China strategic ties and joint
endeavours against common
enemy India. India-US-Israel ties
are posing serious threats to both.

India-US imperialistic designs
to control Central Asia are
not favourable to any regional
stakeholder.

CPEC has jeopardized India
economically, geopolitically and
strategically. This fact compelled
India to end its reluctance of
shaking hands with the US.

Gwadar is an important
strategic port for Pakistan, China
and the CARs. The port is also
a strategic barrier for the US,
being the unbidden extra regional
power in South Asia.

Gwadar port has weakened
the US geopolitically and
strategic holds over Pak-India
relations.

It has substituted the US with
China and Russian for strategic
support for Pakistan. CPEC is a
corridor to Central Asian States
which is another region for the
US interests.

It is aligning the Central
Asian States with Pak-China and
Russia instead of the US because
CPEC is promising economic
and strategic prospects for
Central Asian States.

The strategic importance
of Gwadar port for China and
Pakistan is enshrined in the
unique location of this port.

One-third of
the trade of the
world is done
from the Strait of
Malacca. There is
no second thought
Chinese import of
oil products is done
from this Strait up
to 80%.

The Strait is
always prone to
the threats in case
of strife among
countries. The
Gwadar port also
opens a gateway
to Indian Ocean.
CPEC is a catalyst
for balance in South
Asia.

It has surely
strengthened Pakistan against
arch enemy India economically,
strategically and on international
fronts. The US regional strategic
monopoly, which has always
been India-centric, has lost its
strongholds.

Through CPEC, China will
get an easy gateway to support
and control its remote areas
of Xinjiang economically and
strategically.

For Pakistan, it will ensure to
curb Indian backed insurgency
in Balochistan. CPEC is going
to reshape the power fulcrum
of South Asia, Central Asia and
Europe.

The strategic bonds between
Pakistan and China have been on
an upward trajectory with moved
thrust on economic interaction
after the initiation of CPEC.

CPEC was inevitable to
safeguard common interests and
mutual benefits, and strategic
communication between China
and Pakistan.

=

Counter balancing the Pivot
to Asia Policy designed by the
US to contain and encircle China
with an alliance including India,
Vietnam, South Korea, Japan,
Australia, Singapore and the
Philippines, this Corridor will
serve as a substitute route for
Chinese trade, thereby allowing
China to outwit the threat of a
blockade of Chinese oil supplies
through the Strait of Malacca by
the USA and allied navies in the
wake of a future war in Asia.

CPEC will strengthen the
strategic alliance between
Pakistan and China.

Gwadar port having

tremendous reserves of cargo and
shipment tackling capacity and
numerous shipyards carries an
imperative position.

CPEC is located close to the
Strait of Hormuz which supplies
about 40% of world oil. In case
of war, this oil supply can be cut
off and the power of oil bomb
can be used.

Gwadar port has key
significance in protecting
Chinese energy security by
promising the Pakistan Navy
with strategic depth beside its
seashore as a nautical pedestal.

Through CPEC, Chinese
trade and power provisions
significantly outwit Indo-US
nautical coercion of commotion.

The US-led wars have
become order of the day
specifically in East Muslim
zones. These imperialistic
designs can be averted to a large
extent though CPEC, assuring
decisive wellbeing value to a
durable world peace.

The CPEC-sponsored
Kashgar-Khunjerab land route
immensely alleviates the
projection of conflict with the
arch enemy, India that could
become a reality, either, by
miscalculation, or, otherwise,
over the ongoing high seas.

The Chinese economic
presence in the Arabian Sea, and
Gwadar, in union with Pakistan’s
crucial geostrategic cooperation,
introduces much needed strategic
balance which is omitted from
the Arabian Sea.

The Indo-US strategic
affiliation that has monopolized
the strategic sphere of influence
in the Arabian Sea-Indian Ocean
region will be restricted to
acknowledge the impact of Sino-
Pak charisma in the dominion of
competitive naval interests.

India-US maritime joint
ventures in the Indian Ocean
and the Arabian Sea have left
Pak-China with no alternative
to empower their naval forces
to protect their sea lanes of
communication.

Pak-China Active Defence
will enhance the capability of
Pak Navy and forces to better
them. The protection of open
seas and ports will boost up
strategic efficiency of the sea
combats.

In future years, Pak-China
Active Defence can be jointly
developed to the largest Asian
Navy.

CPEC is many times much
safer than the narrow and
dangerous nature of the Strait
which endangers merchants to
terrorist attacks.

From Gwadar, China can
keep a critical eye on the Indian-
US adventures in the Indian
Ocean and Basra Gulf..

I.A. Rehman

AMONG the facts highlighted
in the wake of the motorway
gang rape outrage is the extent
to which the ruling elite has been
brutalised and the way it is further
brutalising  ordinary citizens.
The punishments suggested for
assaults on women and children
reveal not only a total disregard
of civilisational values but
also ignorance of the country’s
Constitution and its obligations
under international treaties.

The incidence of gang rape in
Pakistan is quite high and such
cases rarely cause public outrage.
But the motorway gang rape hit a
sensitive nerve and caused public
revulsion on an unprecedented
scale. However, the ruling elite
went berserk while proposing
punishments for the perpetrators
of the heinous crime. The
proposed punishments ranged
from public hanging to chemical
castration of the culprits. The
lead was unfortunately taken by
the prime minister who supported
public hanging and chemical
castration both. All those backing
the utterly barbaric punishments
betrayed a stunning ignorance of
Article 14 (1) of the Constitution,
regarding the inviolability of the
dignity of person. This guarantee

A brutalised society

of inviolability of the human
person, the only right in absolute
terms the citizens have, is not
aimed at protecting the dignity of
the privileged as much as it offers
protection to underprivileged
people who come into conflict
with the law. All suggested
punishments that violate the
right to the dignity of person are
inadmissible in a debate on the
subject.

Besides,  suggestions  of
chemical castration have already
been overruled for being contrary
to Islamic injunctions by the
chairman of the Council of
Islamic Ideology.

Anyone in the administration
could have informed the prime
minister and other members of
the government that Pakistan is
a signatory to the Convention
against Torture which also bars
cruel, inhuman and degrading
treatment or punishment.

The  government  should
examine the final report of
the committee on torture on
Pakistan’s initial report in 2017
and assess the level of compliance
with its recommendations that
Islamabad has supported or noted
before defending its performance
in May next year.

The prime minister has blamed
foreign governments for tying
his hands and preventing him
from moving mountains for the
public good. It is time this bogey

of foreign hands’ involvement
in Pakistan’s affairs was laid to
rest. There is much in the affairs
of the state that is in violation
of the Constitution and the laws
and that cannot be attributed to
foreign authorities. Besides, good
governance is not demanded to
please foreign governments. It is
demanded as a fundamental right
of the people. Let the government
exercise its authority as much as
it wants and in a manner of its
choice. If the people are incapable
of judging the government’s
performance, history will.

The whole hankering for
cruel, inhuman and degrading
punishments is based on a
misconception  that  severe
penalties deter crime. The
experience of all nations in
the world shows that harsh
punishments do not cause a
decline in crime. Pakistan has
been trying to control crime
by increasing the severity of
punishments. At independence,
the death penalty was prescribed
for only two offences; today it can
be awarded for 27 crimes. Each
year, the death penalty is awarded
to several hundred persons.
During 2015-2017, for instance,
385 persons on an average were
sentenced to death each year.
Has this reduced the number of
murders per year? Did the murder
rate in Pakistan come down
during the Zia regime? There was

a time when the punishment for
stealing a mare in England was
death. That didn’t stop the stealing
of mares. What helped bring
down crime in England was far-
reaching reform in the system of
criminal justice, industrialisation,
greater prosperity and improved
job security.

The key to crime management
does not lie in raising the scale
of punishments but in making
the legal processes efficient by
establishing what is called the
majesty of law, and that is secured
by ensuring that no criminal can
escape being caught and punished.
The government must investigate
the causes that have brought the
conviction rate to less than 20
per cent. This gives a criminal
reason to believe that he will not
be caught and if he is unlucky to
be apprehended the chances of
his being convicted are at most
20pc. Who doesn’t know about
inefficiency and corruption in the
investigation and prosecution of
cases and the fact that at the level
of subordinate courts there is
nothing that money cannot buy?

A most fundamental flaw in
official thinking is that serious
crime, such as gang rape, is
viewed selectively and treated
entirely as a law-and-order
matter. In an incident of gang
rape, perhaps as shocking as the
motorway incident, reported from
Punjab the other day, a woman

was gang raped by dacoits in
front of her husband whose hands
and feet had been tied up. No
person in authority felt outraged
because each and every gang
rape is not denounced. There is,
in fact, considerable acceptance
of gang rape as something of an
unfortunate occurrence about
which nothing can be done.

Further, no evidence is
on record that gang rape or
any other heinous crime has
been investigated or analysed
from social and psychological
perspectives. Very young girls are
raped and killed with frightening
regularity despite the hanging
of a few culprits but apart from
making laws to prescribe tougher
penalties the government has
not undertaken or sponsored any
study of the causes of assaults
on young girls or the methods of
protecting the victims through
their and their parents’ education.

A fact that is hardly ever taken
note of is that much of the crime
against women and girls has its
roots in the patriarchal culture
that has become stronger over
the years, mainly as a result of
the state’s deliberate failure to
acknowledge women’s right to
equality with the male species.
Without affirmative state action
to establish gender equality,
all spasmodic efforts to protect
women against sex fiends will
prove in vain.
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