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The Naxalite movement in India

Mr Kabir

India, dominated by
politicians from the Hindi
heartland, has been using brutal
force mercilessly against any
move to free Assam, Kashmir,
Khalistan, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya and
Manipur. These states are rocked
by a large number of armed and
violent rebellions, some seeking
separate states, some fighting for
autonomy, while Maoists, also
known as Naxalites or Naxals,
have accelerated the Naxalite
Movement.

Recently, Indian media
reported, “Indian security forces
launched a massive anti-Naxal
operation in the Bijapur-Sukma
areas of Chhattisgarh...a
stronghold of the left-wing...
officials confirmed that a group
of an estimated 400 Maoists had
ambushed the forces, leading
to the killing of at least 22
personnel of the security forces
and injuring 30 others, while
many are still missing...The
operation was carried out by
India’s Central Reserve Police
Force’s elite CoOBRA unit, the
District Reserve Guard and the
Special Task Force”.

In recent years, the Maoists
have intensified their struggle
by attacking Indian officials
and their installations. In this
context, Indian media admitted

that Maoists have entered cities,
expanding their activities against
the Indian union. On April 22-23,
2018, at least 39 Maoists were
killed in an alleged encounter
with Indian security forces in

the district Gadchiroli. The
Maoists, accepting the loss, had
vowed to take revenge. Local
human rights organisations

had raised questions on the
authenticity of the Gadchiroli
incident mentioning that “not a
single police personnel received
injuries.” They termed it a
planned mass murder and a
cold-blooded killing of the
Maoists.

According to BBC, “In
response to the atrocities of
the Indian police, Maoist
rebels had blown up
culverts and cut electricity
to railways in various
regions during two-day
strike.”

However, the Maoist
uprising is the second
major freedom movement
after that of Indian Illegally
Occupied Kashmir
(IIOK). Maoists inhabit
an area known as the ‘Red
Corridor’, which stretches from
West Bengal to Karnataka state
in the southwest. Former Indian
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh had called the Maoist-
insurrection, “the single biggest
internal-security challenge”,
whereas, Home Secretary G
K Pillai had reiterated the
magnitude of this threat by

stating that the Maoists want to
completely overthrow the Indian
state by 2050.

India’s Maoist-insurgency
became progressively more
lethal—1003 people were killed
in 2010, 908 in 2009 and 721 in
2008. Particularly, in 2010, new
operations of the Indian security
forces exposed the failure of
India’s anti-Maoist war.

Meanwhile, New Delhi
offered peace talks after the
Maoist insurgents ambushed a

bus on May 17, 2010 that killed
45 police officers and civilians
who were returning after an
operation, killing two Maoists.
Ramanna, a Maoist leader in
Chhattisgarh state rejected the
offer, saying that the government
should first withdraw thousands
of paramilitary soldiers, and
create peaceful conditions for

talks.The Maoist Movement,
which claims the legacy of

the Communist Party of India
founded in Calcutta, was
initially started by its leader,
Mupala Luxman Rao in 1969 in
the form of a peasant uprising
in West Bengal, protesting
against big Hindu landlords
who left no stone unturned in
molesting poor people through
their maltreatment such as
forced labour, minimum wages,
maximum work, unlawful torture

and even killings—the evils one
could note prior to the French
Revolution of 1789 when feudal
lords had practised similar
injustices on farmers.

The Naxalite-Maoists are
liberators, representing landless
farmers and downtrodden masses
who have been entangled in a
vicious circle of poverty, misery

and deprivation. Owing to
various inequalities, they have
appealed to the sentiments of the
helpless poor.

According to a report, “Out
of a total 1.17 billion population,
over 39 percent of dispossessed
Indians, living below the poverty
line are hopeful that Maoists
would bring a change in their
wretched lives.” But, instead of
redressing the grievances of the
peasants and workers, Indian
security forces, in connivance
with the rich-dominated society
used brutal tactics in crushing the
Maoists’ struggle. The Naxalites
had no choice but to continue an
armed struggle for their
genuine rights.

Surprisingly, Indian rulers
have accused China of backing
the Maoists’ guerrilla warfare.
Some Indian high officials
misperceive that Beijing supplies
arms and ammunition to the
Maoists. With the covert support
of Indian intelligence agency
RAW, Indians also propagate that
there are secret training camps
in China, which teach tactics of
guerrilla warfare to the Maoists.

Notably, in 2015, Indian
Central Government finalised the
raising of Indian Reserve Police
Battalions (IRBPs) in IIOK and
Naxal/Maoist hit states. Now,
IRBPs have totally failed in
suppressing insurgency in these
regions. Nonetheless, India’s
counterinsurgency strategy—
especially to crush the Naxalite
Movement—has badly failed.

InternationalizationofIndia’s Anti-Muslim Bigotry

Mr Kabir

With the advent of social media,
it is much difficult for rulers and
politicians to speak lies and to
hide information. In this regard,
despite twisting the facts, under the
regime of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, India’s religious bigotry has
continued unabated against the
religious minorities, especially the
Muslims. In this respect, the United
States Commission on International
Religious Freedom (USCIRF) in its
annual report released on April 28,
this year, recommended that the
State Department should designate
India as Country of Particular
Concern (CPC), for “engaging in
and tolerating systematic, ongoing,
and egregious religious freedom
violations, as defined by the
International Religious Freedom
Act (IRFA)”.

The independent US federal
government commission  also
pushed for imposing targeted
sanctions on Indian government
agencies and officials responsible
for severe violations of religious
freedom by freezing those
individuals’ assets and/or barring
their entry into the US under
human rights-related financial
and visa authorities. The USCIRF
proposed allocating funding to
support civil society in India to
create a monitoring and early
warning system in partnership—to
challenge hate speech and confront
religious-based hate crimes—
incitement to violence.

The USCIRF report said: “In
December 2019, parliament passed
the CAA [Citizenship Amendment
Act2019]...apathwaytocitizenship
for non-Muslim migrants already

in India from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, and Pakistan by
treating them as refugees fleeing
religious persecution...The CAA
would be even more problematic
in conjunction with a nationwide
NRC [National Register of
Citizens], which could be modeled
after the statewide NRC in Assam,
and is a goal outlined in the
BJP’s manifesto...this potentially
exposes millions of Muslims
to detention, deportation and
statelessness...cow protection
had been promoted as a key issue
by the BJP and the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)...
Lynch mobs, often organised
over social media, have attacked
minorities—including ~ Muslims,
Christians, and Dalits...Since the
BJP came to power in 2014, there
have been over 100 attacks...
Empowered by anti-conversion
laws and often with the police’s
complicity, Hindutva groups also
conduct campaigns of harassment,
social exclusion and violence
against religious minorities...in
August last year, India stripped the
Muslim-majority occupied Jammu
and Kashmir of its autonomy
and imposed security measures,
including restricting freedom of
movement and assembly, cutting
Internet and phone access, and
arresting Kashmiri leaders,
including religious leaders”.

It is notable that under the
guise of coronavirus, Indian rulers
have been imposing various kinds
of restrictions on the Muslims.
Modi’s government and the health
ministry claimed that Muslims are
spreading this virus. Availing this
opportunity, Hindu extremists have
set off a series of assaults against
Muslims across the country. In the
recent past, Al Jazeera, The New
York Times and Time magazine

reported: “Muslims have been
beaten up, nearly lynched, run out
of their neighborhoods or attacked
in mosques...Hindu extremists are
scapegoating the country’s entire
Muslim population for deliberately
spreading the virus through “corona
jihad, Indian hospitals segregate
Muslim and Hindu coronavirus
patients...In what many are calling
acase of “apartheid” during a global
pandemic...made separate wards
for Hindu and Muslim patients. It
is a decision of the government”.

In this context, besides
Pakistan, Indian fundamentalist
rulers accused the Tablighi Jamaat
of spreading coronavirus through
their congregations, held in India,
while since the remote past, their
preachers have been holding
congregations so as to why this
deadly virus did not emerge.

In this connection, the Indian
newswebsite “ThePrint.in.” pointed
out: “COVID is an excuse to push
Indian Muslims out of informal
sector jobs...What Muslims are
effectively facing now is a new
form of concerted, deliberate
economic marginalisation through
blatant lies linking the community
to the virus...Having been largely
shut out of the formal sector, many
Muslims depend on the informal
sector and self-employment for
their livelihood”. While quoting
the Gulf News, on April 28, 2020,
“The Print.in.” indicated: India’s
carefully cultivated Gulf policy has
been at risk of unraveling over the
past fortnight, with the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation [OIC], the
Kuwaiti government, a UAE royal
princess, and the Arab intelligentsia
decrying hate speeches by Indian
nationals accusing the Tablighi
Jamaat of deliberately exacerbating
the coronavirus pandemic as well
as a crude tweet by a BJP MP on the

sexual impulses of Arab women”.
Particularly, Al Jazeera wrote
in April and May, this year: “Did
those who commit crimes against
humanity against Muslims in
India and violate their rights
think that Muslims will remain
silent about these crimes and do
not move politically, legally and
economically against them? a
statement by the general secretariat
of the Kuwait Council of Ministers
said...Earlier, on April 18, the OIC
had issued a statement, urging
India to take urgent steps to stop
the growing tide of Islamophobia
in the country...people in the
Gulf countries felt outraged over
the way Indian Muslims were
being blamed for the coronavirus
pandemic.... About 8.5 million
Indians live and work in Gulf
countries, a significant number of
Hindus. In the past month, at least
six Hindus working in the Gulf
region have lost their jobs charged
for their social media posts
[Against the Muslims]...The level
of hubris of the Hindutva fascists
shocked people throughout the
world, changing previously held
opinions...Princess Hend al-
Qassimi, a member of the UAE
royal family, warned openly racist
and discriminatory Indians in the
Gulf that they will be fined and
made to leave the country...there
has been an unprecedented surge
in Arabs openly criticising the
growing anti-Muslim rhetoric
in  India...several = prominent
activists in the Gulf region turned
to social media to highlight what
they describe as “ill-treatment”
of Muslims...Many of them are
decrying the killing of Muslims
without reason, while others
have said the assault by the
RSS—the BIJP’s parent body—on
Muslims is unacceptable and

have labelled it a “terrorist” group
that should be banned in the
Gulf... a civil campaign had been
started to highlight the malicious
propaganda by BJP and the RSS
against Muslims and to decrease
business relations with India.
Kuwait has appealed to the OIC
to intervene in India to tackle anti-
Muslim sentiment in the country”.
Meanwhile, taking orgnizance of
Modi-led religious discriminatory
policies, the White House has
unfollowed Premier Modi on Twitter
sending the micro-blogging site into
a frenzy over a possible souring of
ties between the world leaders. It
also unfollowed the Twitter handle
of Indian President Ram Nath
Kovind, the Prime Minister’s office,
as well as, the Indian embassy in
the US. And responding to the US
President Donald Trump’s claim
that he had seen evidence which
indicated the coronavirus emerged
from a virology institute in Wuhan,
China—-Beijing deliberately
spread COVID-19, World Health
Organization’s (WHO) head of
emergencies, Dr. Michael Ryan
repeatedly said on May 2, 2020,
that “we are assured that this virus
is natural in origin.”

Notably, COVID-19 which
has affected the entire world does
not see race, religion, colour,
caste, creed, language, or borders
before targeting any country. Its
elimination needs global unity.
But, it is regrettable that Modi-
led BJP, VHP and RSS, including
other Hindu extremist parties
are leading the racist Hindutva
supremacists against the Muslims
in the occupied Kashmir and across
India. In fact, it is a primary part of
Modi’s belief system to persecute
the Indian Muslims. Nonetheless,
India’s anti-Muslim bigotry has
been internationalized.
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