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Ostrich Modi amid the raging pandemic
India should concentrate on its internal crisis

Mr Kumar

The protesting farmers
have announced to hold a
countrywide protest to demand
annulment of the newly enacted
farm laws on May 26. Despite
having seen the havoc of the
Kumbh congregation, the Modi
government is stone-wall silent
to the ultimatum. Twelve
opposition parties have pilloried
the Modi government for its
obduracy.

India spent the sum of Rs.
4.1 million on the ceremony to
induct the first batch of Rafale
aircraft (Ambala air base),
under contract to purchase 36
aircraft costing Rs 590 billion.
Apathetic to te plight of the
people, the Indian army chief
talked to the US army chief
to enhance cooperation under
Basic Exchange and Cooperation
agreement to hit Pakistan’s
land and surface targets in real
time. There being no freebies,
the BECA equipment will cost
billions.

About 4000 COVID patients
are dying each day for want of
beds or oxygen. Poor people
dump dead bodies of their loved
ones in the Ganges River as
they can’t afford costly wood to
cremate them. In just one day
150 dead bodies were recovered
to save them from vultures and
stray dogs. There is only one
electric incinerator/cremator
in India at Calcutta, yet to be
operated.

Author Shobha De asked
*What’ll it take for Modi to stop
playing ostrich?’. The national
students’ union registered an
FIR against the “missing” home
minister Amit Shah. It is time
India diverted its resources to
stop the third wave.

Because of insanitary
conditions and infected oxygen,
the scourges of white and black
fungi have emerged adding

to Covis-19 fatalities. The
white fungus is also known

as candidiasis, the nlack as
mucomycosis. Steroid treatment
can cause white fungal
infection in Covid-19 patients
while unsterile use of oxygen
cylinders can also be a reason.
White fungus infection is more
dangerous than black fungus
because it affects vital organs,
including the lungs, brain,
kidney and private parts along
with the mouth, stomach and
skin. Symptoms of white fungus
infection are similar to that of

coronavirus infection. Chest pain
and low oxygen levels are seen
in critical patients while white
patches in the oral cavity, white
discharge and skin lesions are
also seen among patients.

Medicines like caspofungin
or micafungin are used to treat
critically ill patients. But besides
vaccines there is a shortage of
almost everything, beds, oxygen,
and even wood to cremate the
dead bodies. Media reported 100
to 150 dead bodies floating in the
River Ganges.

Instead of facing the truth,
The BJP states prosecute even
social posts about the covid-19
situation under India’s National
Security Act. For instance,

journalist Kishorchandra
Wangkhem and activist Erendro
Leichombam were booked under
the NSA for Facebook posts that
pointed out that cow dung or
urine cannot cure covid-19.

Cowsheds are being used as
covid-19 clinics. Oxygen and
concentrators are being sold at
exorbitant prices. Even fire-
extinguisher cylinders were
sold as oxygen cylinders (Fire
extinguishers painted and sold
as oxygen cylinders, 3 arrested,
India Today May 6, 2021).

India and China have signed

accords not to use firepower
in case of any conflagration.
Modi admitted at an all-party
conference that China has not
annexed an inch of India’s
territory. Yet,the tiff between
the Chinese and Indian troops
was portrayed as a landmark
achievement.

The Modi government
should turn a new leaf in India’s
relations with its neighbours by
shunning the strong-man image.

In view of the pandemic,
India should have diverted its
troops from borders to pandemic
duty. But, no such initiative is
visible. Even in May there was
a faceoff between the Chinese
and the Indian troops. Through

propaganda onslaught, Modi’s
government has brought home
the message that Congress

is unpatriotic and bent upon
disintegrating India (tukreh
tukreh gang).

Referring to self-professed
patriots, in 1774, Samuel
Johnson had said that patriotism
was the last refuge of the
scoundrel. The irony in calling
the Congress (or other BJP
opponents) “anti-national” is that
politicians of the Congress (and
others too) had actually gone to
jail fighting for India’s freedom
from the British. Leaders of the
BJP’s ideological predecessors
did little during the freedom
movement.

India should mend its fences
not only with China but also with
Pakistan. Many Pakistani rulers,
including Gen Pervez Musharraf,
offered out-of-box solutions to
resolve the lingering Kashmir
dispute. But India shrugged off
the offers with disdain.

In his memoirs In The Line
of Fire, President Musharraf
proposed a personal solution of
the Kashmir issue. This solution,
in essence, envisions self-rule in
demilitarised regions of Kashmir
under a joint-management
mechanism. The solution pre-
supposes reciprocal flexibility.

The out-of-box Musharraf
Kashmir solution is in fact a
regurgitation of former Indian
foreign secretary Jagat S.
Mehta’s proposals. Mehta
presented his ideas in his article,
‘Resolving Kashmir in the
International Context of the
1990s’. Besides Kashmir, there
are the Sir Creek and Siachen
Glacier issues. India’s former
foreign secretary Shyam Saran,
in his book How India Sees the
World makes startling revelations
about how this issue eluded
solution at last minute. Saran
says India itself created the

Siachen problem. He reminisces,
in the 1970s, US maps began

to show 23000 kilometers of
Siachen area under Pakistan’s
control. Thereupon, "Indian
forces were sent to occupy the
glacier in a pre-emptive strike,
named Operation Meghdoot.
Pakistani attempts to dislodge
them did not succeed. But they
did manage to occupy and fortify
the lower reaches’.

He recalls how Siachen
Glacier and Sir Creek agreements
could not fructify for lack of
political will or footdragging.

He says ‘NN Vohra, who was
the defence secretary at the
time, confirmed in a newspaper
interview that an agreement on
Siachen had been reached. At
the last moment, however, a
political decision was taken by
the Narasimha Rao government
to defer its signing to the next
round of talks scheduled for
January the following year.
But, this did not happen... My
defence of the deal became a
voice in the wilderness’.

Similarly, the demarcation of
the Sir Creek maritime boundary
was unnecessarily delayed. Saran
says ’if we accepted the Pakistani
alignment, with the east bank
of the creek as the boundary,
then Pakistan would get only
40 per cent of the triangle. If
our alignment according to the
Thalweg principle was accepted,
Pakistan would get 60 per cent.
There was a keen interest in
Pakistan to follow this approach
but we were unable to explore
this further when the Siachen
deal fell through. Pakistan was
no longer interested in a stand-
alone Sir Creek agreement’
(Thalweg principle places the
dividing line mid-channel in the
river).

The Modi government
should turn a new leaf in India’s
relations with its neighbours by
shunning the strong-man image.

Misconceptions about talks with India

MrKarki

During the visit of Foreign
Minister Shah MahmoodQureshi
to the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) on April 17 this year,
some analysts and anchors of
print and electronic media,
including those of foreign and
Indian media entities said that
Qureshi would meet Minister of
External Affairs of India Dr S
Jaishankar who would be in Abu
Dhabi for a day trip on April 18,
setting off speculations that the
top diplomats may meet as part
of efforts to seek rapprochement.

Indian media in particular
propagated that the foreign
ministers of Pakistan and India
would hold secret talks to
break the Kashmir deadlock
and the UAE is facilitating
these dialogues as a third
party. Surprisingly, the UAE
Ambassador to Washington also
confirmed that his country was
facilitating dialogue between the
two countries.

But there was no official
confirmation from the

governments of the UAE and
Pakistan about these talks, while
there were also misconceived
reports that senior intelligence
officials of Pakistan and India
had met in Dubai in January,
leading to the ceasefire between
the two countries along the Line
of Control (LoC), as the UAE
allegedly played a key role.

In the recent past, the
controversial debate accelerated
on the country’s media when
the federal cabinet deferred
the proposal of the Economic
Coordination Committee
(ECC) for the import of cotton
and sugar from India. Foreign
Minister Qureshi had said that
a cabinet meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Imran Khan
decided that the trade with India
would remain suspended and
normalisation of Pakistan-India
ties was impossible unless India
reversed its unilateral steps
of August 5, 2019 in Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK), under
which the region was stripped
of its statehood and special

constitutional status.

Special Assistant to Prime
Minister on National Security
MoeedYusaf stated that the ECC
forwards its recommendations
to the cabinet for approval in
every decision; the cabinet
is the final decision-making
forum. However, without taking
cognisance of reality, various
leaders of Pakistan’s opposition
parties denounced the lifting of
the ban on the import of cotton
and sugar from India, saying
that Islamabad has moved to
normalise relations with New
Delhi without resolving the
Kashmir issue. Some of them
allegedly stated that the present
regime bargained the Kashmir
dispute in exchange for trade
with India.

Meanwhile, addressing the
two-day conference-Islamabad
Security Dialogue, PM Imran
Khan stated that good relations
with regional neighbours were
also paramount for national
security and called upon India
to give the people of Indian
Illegally Occupied Kashmir

(ITOK) their right to self-
determination in line with the
United Nations Security Council
Resolutions. Recounting August
5, 2019 when India revoked

the special status of [1OK, he
explained that for an enabling
environment for meaningful
dialogue, “India must take the
first step forward.”

In this backdrop, leaders of
opposition parties and media
analysts presumed that Islamabad
and New Delhi are in contact
through backchannel diplomacy,
while the PTI government has
ignored its stance on Kashmir.
In their misconceptions, these
entities forgot that the present
regime has raised the issue of
IIOK, the military lockdown,
state terrorism and abrogation
of the special status of Kashmir
on various international forums,
including the OIC and the UN,
while stressing on the settlement
of the Kashmir dispute in
accordance with the UN
resolutions.

Putting an end to
speculations, a day after his

visit to UAE, Foreign Minister
Shah MahmoodQureshi ruled
out backchannel talks between
Islamabad and New Delhi,
clarifying that he was not
scheduled to meet his Indian
counterpart S Jaishankar. He
elaborated: “I am here for a
bilateral visit...UAE-Pakistan
and not an India-specific
agenda...We are ready to

hold talks with New Delhi if
it reverses the illegal steps of
August 5, 2019.”

During a recent trip to Turkey,
Foreign Minister Qureshi also
attended the trilateral meeting of
the ministers of foreign affairs of
the three countries—Afghanistan
and Turkey held in Istanbul
regarding peace in Afghanistan.
Talking to a Turkish television
network, Qureshi categorically
rejected the speculation of any
secret talks between Pakistan and
India through backdoor channels
or third-party involvement—the
UAE. Misconceptions about
the secret Pakistan-India talks
particularly on the Kashmir
dispute have been clarified.
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