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MEETING SECURITY CHALLENGES

Mr Rajindra

THE security challenges
facing the state and society
of Pakistan can largely be
attributed to the geopolitical
location of Pakistan and its
ideological basis. Indeed,
Pakistan ideally fits into the
Pivot State concept, which is
based on the Heartland Theory
of Sir Halford John Mackinder.

There are two opposing
dimensions of the geopolitically
pivotal state of Pakistan. On the
one hand the geopolitics is a
blessing for Pakistan whereas on
the other it has become a curse.
Unfortunately, Pakistan could
not really cash the blessings of
its geopolitically pivotal position
in its entire history. Rather its
sufferance is still continuing on
account of it’s geopolitically
position.

After Taliban’s takeover of
Afghanistan on 15 August 2021,
US and India are constantly
accusing Pakistan for supporting
Taliban; a repeat of old blame
game.

This is despite playing a
decisive role against the Global
War on Terror for the last two
decades (2001-2021), where it
suffered a loss of over 80,000
human lives and USD 149
billion on economic terms.
Despite the sacrifices and
sufferings, Pakistan is being
criticized and victimized by the
U.S.-led Western international
community just because of
its geopolitical positioning,
ideological moorings, declining
to accept the U.S. and Indian
dictates, and above all, its strong
relationship and cooperation
with China.

The contemporary security
challenges facing Pakistan is
an extension of its past security
dilemmas, predicaments and
causative features as mentioned
above. The Global War on Terror
was a well-planned strategic
offensive that was indirectly
launched to target the Pakistani
state, society and security
institutions.

The desired end result of
these strategic planners was
to convert Pakistan into a

state similar to Iraq, Libya,
Syria, or at maximum a client
state. This, along with other
strategic planning which was
to be implemented, have been
reversed and defeated by the
bold and professional Armed
Forces of Pakistan in the last
two decades. Such a setback
and demeaning blow to the
well-planed events was never
anticipated by the architects of
this strategy.

Failing to attain their
strategic objectives, the rival
powers are all set to activate

elements within Pakistan that
can trigger conflicts based

on ethnicity, sectarianism,
provincialism, sub-nationalism,
misconceived religious
ideologies like TTP and create
social unrest at the domestic
level.

Domestically, there are many
political forces (religio-political
and ethno-political) which can
act as an instrument for the
foreign spying networks in a bid
to achieve their political mileage

against the current political set-
up.
The external security
challenges include the evolving
situation in Afghanistan, where
the Taliban has taken over the
country after two decades of
relentless war against foreign
forces and an ineffective Kabul
regime. Pakistan facilitated

the peace agreement signed
between U.S. and the Taliban
on February 29, 2020. Until

the formation of a broad-based
government along with the
restoration of durable peace and

stability in Afghanistan, Pakistan
will remain apprehensive with
numerous security challenges
from its Western frontiers.

Despite promises, Taliban
did not form all inclusive
government. Moreover, there
have been attacks on Pakistani
military posts by TTP after
Taliban take over which is
against the promised Taliban
made. For the last two decades,
there has been repeated usage
of Afghan soil against Pakistan
where the NDS-
RAW nexus has
caused irreparable
loss to Pakistan from
the perspective of
human casualties and
economy.

The unsettled
dispute of Indian
Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJ&K) is another
constant security
challenge for Pakistan.
After the illegal and
unilateral annexation
of IOJ&K in August
2019 as union
territories, the situation
in the occupied
state has further
deteriorated.

There are massive
human rights violations and
demographic changes being
undertaken by occupying
Indian forces in II0J&K.
Prime Minister Imran Khan has
highlighted both issues during
his virtual address with United
Nations General Assembly on
September 24, 2021.

The China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) is
a constant target of India, and
also suffers negative view by
the United States and other
Western allies. Due to the failure

to raise any legal query against
this gigantic economic project,
rival spying agencies of hostile
countries have started attacking
engineers and labourers working
at various sites of CPEC.

Terrorist attack against the
Chinese workers in July 2021
at Dasu hydropower project
and later an attack on a convoy
carrying Chinese officials in
Gwadar Port area in August
2021 is a clear indication of
foreign terrorism in Pakistan
against CPEC and its related
projects. What made the
difference is the real question
of this entire debate on security
challenges to Pakistan.

The professionalism,
dedication, military experience
and expertise, trust on
leadership, esprit de corps
and able stewardship by the
professional leaders made
Pakistan military’s outfit as
unique, honoured and successful
among its peers.

The role of military
commanders (operational and
field commanders) during this
entire War on Terror was more
obvious, gallant, decisive and
leading from the front. The
military leadership demonstrated
the highest quality of teamwork,
integrity, persistence, bravery,
curiosity, innovation, creativity
and self-regulation. Taliban’s
takeover of Afghanistan may
have many other repercussions
for the security of Pakistan.

Indeed, the security
challenges facing Pakistan today
are more serious than before and
need an in-depth analysis. In this
regard, the government, political
forces and state’s institutions of
security must have deliberations
for formulating a comprehensive
national strategy to tackle the
emerging security issues.

Life of a

Adeela Khan

Another transgender, Shakeel
alias Gul Panra, was shot dead on
Wednesday in Peshawar after she
had finished her performance in a
wedding ceremony and was about
the leave for her home. Why was
she targeted? The killer probably
knew that the life of a transgender
person hardly carries any value and
no one will be willing to pursue this
murder — neither her family nor
the state. The life of a transgender
person is a trail of unimaginable and
continuous pain.

Disowned and abandoned
from the very first day of life,
mocked, ridiculed and mistreated
throughout the life, it is the sum
total of life of a transgender
person. Call them by any name —
Khawja Sara, Hijra, Mukhannas,
eunuchs, transgender, transsexuals
or transvestites — whatever may
be the nomenclature, origin, caste
and clan, the trial remains the
same. The society seems to have
closed its doors to this unfortunate
segment of society.Admit it or
not, our heads are hung in shame
when a transgender is born in a
house. We feel embarrassed when
a transgender knocks the window
of a car with his crude and not-so-
decent comments. We all try to hide
ourselves at a sight of a transgender
standing on some deserted road
waiting for ‘unknown reasons’.
We feel highly ashamed when any
transgender claims his/her lineage
from the noble families. Confess
it or not, we have abandoned our
children to the mercies of fate, to
lead their lives in abject poverty
and slums, perform during wedding

transgender person: a trail of pain

ceremonies, sing best wishes and
prayers on the occasion of birth of
a newborn, and most frequently to
live as sex workers.

Section 328 of Pakistan Penal
Code states that “whoever being the
father or mother of a child under the
age of twelve years, or having the
care of such child, shall expose or
leave such child in any place with
the intention of wholly abandoning
such child, shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description
for a term which may extend to
seven years, or with fine, or with
both.” It can only be a wild guess as
to how many transgender children
have been abandoned and how
many of such parents punished
under law.

What is the fault of a person who
happens be a transgender? Quite
Simple. They are not like us. They
are neither male nor female. They
are born with a disability that we
are not ready to accept. We are not
ready to appreciate their existence
as a special creature of God. We
don’t feel comfortable living
with them and also giving them
opportunity to live as equal human
beings. If we look back, transgender
persons were considered as trusted
and loyal custodians during the
Mughal period, perhaps due to the
fact that they don’t have ability to
reproduce nor do they have any
claimants. They were essential part
of any harem of rich people and
nawabs, serving as housemaids,
cooks etc. By wvirtue of their
positions, they reportedly wielded
great influence. The downfall of
Mughals came with a heavy cost for
the transgender community also.
Remember the times of Gora Sahib
Bahadur. The Criminal Tribes Act
of 1871 bracketed eunuchs into the

category of Criminals Tribe. The
Act went to an extent that “any
eunuch ... who dances or plays
music, or takes part in any public
exhibition” could be sentenced to
up to two years of imprisonment
along with a fine. The law closed
all avenues for transgender and
took away even what little was
left for them to earn livelihood. In
2009, Pakistan became one of the
few Islamic countries to legalise
a third sex. In 2017, transgender
persons were able to get national
ID cards and passports. In 2018,
Transgender Persons (Protection
of Rights) Bill 2018 was passed
by Parliament with an aim to
provide for protection, relief and
rehabilitation of rights of the
unfortunate community.

The law gave the right to
a transgender person to be
recognised as per his or her self-
perceived gender identity and to
get registered with all government
departments including NADRA
and obtain driving licence and
passport. The law prohibited any
kind of discrimination against
transgender persons in educational
institutions, employment, trade or
occupation, healthcare services,
enjoyment of use of any goods,
accommodation, service, facility,
benefit, privilege, transportation,
reside, sale, purchase, rent or
otherwise occupy or inherit any
movable and immovable property
and any opportunity to stand for or
hold public or private office.

Chapter IV for the law
obligated the government to take
steps to secure full and effective
participation of transgender persons
and their inclusion in society. The
government is bound by law to
establish protection centres and

safe houses to ensure their rescue,

protection and  rehabilitation,
besides providing them medical
facilities,  psychological care,

counseling and adult education. The
state is also obligated to establish
separate prisons, jails, confinement
cells for them. Furthermore the
law obligates the state/government
to formulate special vocational
training programmes, facilitate
and incentivise financial support
for small businesses owned by
transgender persons. In December
2019, the Government of Pakistan
announced extension of Sehat Insaf
Card facility for the transgender
community, the first in the country’s
history, to provide relief to the most
vulnerable segment of society.
Among interventions at provincial
level, Punjab Social Protection
Authority (PSPA) has formulated
Transgender  Person  Welfare
Policy. PSPA commits to initiate
Masawaat program comprising
conditional cash transfers for
skill building, unconditional cash
transfers for elderly transgender
persons and micro credit for
promoting entrepreneurship
among transgender persons. The
Government of Sindh in October
2019 has also fixed a 0.5% quota of
jobs in all government departments
for members of the transgender

community.

Despite landmark legislation
of 2018 and few steps taken by
provincial governments, the

situation vis-a-vis some of the
basic facilities likes education,
healthcare, employment, identity
and representation, safety and
social comfort and any prospects
of social mobility remains far from
satisfactory even till date. The
Covid-19 pandemic aggravated the

plight of the trans community in the
country. A handful of transgender
persons — who by some stroke
of luck were able to find slightly
decent way of earning their living as
makeup artists, barbers, or through
other small jobs — were rendered
jobless and left with no other
option but to face abject poverty
and sell their bodies for a living. It
is interesting to note that the 2017
census could only record 10,418
transgender persons in the country
with 2,767 in rural and 7,651 in
urban areas. With such incredulous
data, how could one expect any
effective policy formulation?

What should then be the way
forward? The government that has
chosen Riyasat-e-Madina as its role
model has a huge responsibility
towards ameliorating the plight of
such marginalised and vulnerable
groups. There is no evidence to
suggestthattheinability toreproduce
can also affect mental faculties or
physical abilities to perform tasks
that human beings with normal sex
can do. A transgender person can be
as good a professional as any man
or woman can be; has the same
sentiments, emotions, feelings of
pain and happiness as we all have;
and can be excellent teachers, health
workers, technicians, agriculturists,
corporate leaders, civil servants and
so on. All we need to do is open
up our hearts and minds towards
this unfortunate community.
Fulfilling various obligations under
Transgender Persons (Protection of
Rights) Bill 2018, reserving quota in
jobs at federal and provincial levels,
and launching awareness campaign
for changing societal mindset will
go a long way towards providing
relief to the transgender community
in our country.
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Nepal Credit & Commerce Bank Ltd.

Bagbazar, Kathmandu, Nepal | Post Box No: 12559
Toll free No.: 1660-01-45678

olUel DSC B9 ©ard & . Tel. 01-4246991, 4258056 | Fax: 014244610

SWIFT: NBOCNPKA | Email: corporate@nccbank.com.np k
Web: www.nccbank.com.np
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