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In the backdrop of the
continuing US pull-out from
Afghanistan, the stalled talks
between the Taliban and the
Afghan government and the
Taliban regaining control
over 81 percent of the country
through enhanced military
offensives, Prime Minister
Imran Khan has expressed his
views very candidly about the
emerging regional scenario in an
interview with Axios on HBO,
through his article published
in the Washington Post and via
an interaction with two senior
editors of The New York Times.

The points he emphasized
were: Pakistan is ready to be a
partner for peace in Afghanistan
with the US as the two countries
want a political settlement,
stability, economic development
and denial of any haven for
terrorists in the war-ravaged
country. He further feels that
the US should not pull out
before a political settlement in
Afghanistan as that could re-
plunge the country into factional
fighting with implications
for the entire region; the US
announcement about withdrawal
has weakened Pakistan’s clout;
Pakistan will not provide any
bases to the US in the post-

Regional scenario

withdrawal period; Pakistan

has learnt from its past mistake
of seeking strategic depth in
Afghanistan and in future will
not take sides; Pakistan is
opposed to any military take-
over of Afghanistan, which will
lead only to decades of civil war.
He also lamented the apathy of
the world towards the people of
Kashmir who are suffering under
Indian occupation for well over
seven decades, a factor which

is also a threat to peace and
security in the region.

The prime minister’s
assessment about the unfolding
events is simply incontestable.
If the US pulls out as per an
announced schedule without
a political settlement, the
country is sure to witness more
factional fighting with disastrous
consequences for Afghanistan
and its neighbouring countries,
more so Pakistan which has
the highest stakes in peace in
that country. Things are already
pointing in that direction with
the Taliban securing more and
more territory and determined
to impose an Islamic system of
governance in the country, which
means that they would probably
go for a military victory. That
may not happen as perceived by
them consigning the country to
an unending conflict.

Pakistan has paid a very
heavy price for involvement
in the ‘war against terror’,
losing more than 70,000 people

and sustaining a loss of $150
billion while it received only
$20 billion from the US. That
is why it has been making
strenuous efforts at the bilateral
and multilateral forums to end
the conflict and bring a political
settlement to the country. The
role played by Pakistan in
helping the Taliban conclude a
peace deal and then making the
Taliban agree on intra-Afghan
dialogue has been acknowledged
globally. That effort would

go down the drain if the US
completed its withdrawal
without a political settlement in
Afghanistan.

The prime minister is right
on the money to contend that
Pakistan cannot afford continued
conflict in Afghanistan and to
give bases to the US, something
that could have serious
repercussions for Pakistan as it
would increase terrorist attacks
in Pakistan in retaliation by
the Taliban and other terrorist
outfits. Though Pakistan has
exercised its influence on
the Taliban to a negotiated
settlement, US withdrawal
without it has surely diluted
Pakistan’s clout, which is not an
encouraging development.

If the Taliban have remained
adamant on sticking to their
stated position, the Afghan
government has also failed to
show any flexibility that could
have prevented the stalemate
and paved the way for a

consensus on the future political
arrangement in the country.
Regional countries including
Pakistan are still continuing their
efforts to promote an Afghan-
led and Afghan-owned solution
to the conflict in Afghanistan.
The dilemma, however, is that
while the global community has
appreciated the efforts made by
Pakistan to resolve the Afghan
conflict, the Afghan government
continues to express its mistrust
about Pakistan — notwithstanding
several interactions between the
civilian and military leaderships
of the two countries in which
Pakistan has repeatedly assured
the Afghan government that it
has no favourites in that country.
However, the US has
greater responsibility to
exercise pressure on the Afghan
government in this regard.
Currently, Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani and Abdullah
Abdullah, the head of the
High National Council for
Reconciliation are in the US and
have met President Biden who
has assured them of continued
economic and military support
which — read between the
lines — means that the US will
continue to support the Afghan
government in any ensuing
confrontation between it and the
Taliban in the post-withdrawal
period. That would be a dreadful
scenario. A political solution has
to come before the US completes
the pull out.

Unfortunately, besides the
Afghan government trying to
thwart the prospects of peace in
Afghanistan thrown open by a
peace deal between the Taliban
and the US, India is also playing
a significant role in scuttling
those efforts. If the US really
wants peace in Afghanistan, it
also has to restrain India from
playing a spoiling role.

The region not only faces
threat to peace and security
because of the situation in
Afghanistan but also due
to India’s illegal actions in
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir.
As pointed out by Prime
Minister Imran Khan, the West
and the US must pay heed to the
genocide of the Kashmiris and
end their plight by pressurizing
India to fulfill its obligations
as enshrined in the UNSC
resolutions.

The hegemonic designs of the
Indian government, inebriated
by the RSS philosophy of
‘Hindutva’ and its forceful
occupation of Occupied
Kashmir, are a real threat to
regional peace and could have
serious consequences for the
region as well as the strategic
interests of US and its allies, if it
leads to a military confrontation
between the two nuclear powers.
Kashmir is admittedly a nuclear
flashpoint and the solution
of this dispute needs urgent
attention of the UN and the
global powers including the US.

Propaganda against the C

Mr Kabir

When during the regime of the
President Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
Pakistan initiated the construction
of Gwadar deep-seaport in
Balochistan province in March
2002 with Chinese assistance,
sirens went off in the capitals
of some European countries,
especially the US, India and Israel
which took it as a threat to their
global and regional plans.

Located on the southwestern
coast of Pakistan, Balochistan’s
Gwadar seaport is close to the
Strait of Hormuz from where
more than 17 million barrels
of oil pass every day. Its ideal
location among South Asia,
the oil-rich Middle East, and
oil and gas-resourced Central
Asia has further increased its
strategic significance. Besides,
Balochistan’s abundant mineral
resources irritate the eyes of the
America, India and Israel which
intend to destabilize Pakistan for
their collective aims, as the latter
is also the only nuclear country
in the Islamic World. However,
development in Pakistan’s
province of Balochistan has
shifted the gravity of the Great
Game of Central Asia to Pakistan.

In this respect, the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
which is part of China’s One Belt,
One Road (OBOR) or China’s Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) is rapidly
developing. CPEC will prove to
be a gateway to prosperity for
both countries as well as the
region. Under the project, China
is investing as much as $62 billion
in various sectors in Pakistan in a
phased manner. Investments under

Countering Hostile

the CPEC in the infrastructure and
implementation of various related
projects intensified the pace of
economic growth of Pakistan which
will provide a greater boost to the
fragile economy of the country.

In this regard, the Executive
Committee of the National
Economic Council (ECNEC) on
August 5, this year approved the
up-gradation of existing Mainline-1
(ML-1), the 1,872-kilometre railway
project from Peshawar to Karachi,
including the establishment of
a dry port near Havelian and
upgrading Walton Academy.

The project was approved at the
rationalised cost of USS$6,806.783
million, on a cost-sharing basis
between the governments of China
and Pakistan.

Under the project, the existing
2,655-kilometre track would be
upgraded, while the speed of
passenger trains would increase
from 65/110 kilometres per hour
to 165 kilometres per hour and the
line capacity would increase from
34 to 137/171 trains each way per
day.

The  project would be
completed by June 2023 and it is
expected to enhance Pakistan’s
global ranking in cross border
trade-related indicators. It would
also serve as the integration point
bridging cargo/logistics systems
and other trade-related processes.

Besides, under CPEC, energy
projects made progress in 2019-
20. The two energy sector projects-
the Engro Thar Power and Mine
project (660 MW) and HUBCO Coal
Power Project (1320 MW) were
commissioned on July 10, 2019
and August 14, 2019 respectively.
As a result, the ground-breaking
ceremony of Gwadar 300 MW
Coal Power project was held on
November 4, 2019. So, the first
phase of the construction of the

CPEC was very successful, while 22
major energy and transportation
infrastructure projects having been
put into operation.

As regards the CPEC project,
Prime Minister Imran Khan and
Chief of Army Staff General Qamar
Javed Bajwa are keen to see the
implementation of CPEC projects
on a priority basis. Hence, the work
on projects continued even during
Convid-19. However, with the
successful experience in the first
stage, Islamabad has already given
approval to the establishment of
10 special economic zones in the
four provinces.

Infact, CPECwillopen newdoors
of development relating to various
fields, as the national economy
of the country will grow fast,
leading to the creation of new job
opportunities, poverty reduction,
and development of transportation
sector, boost industrial growth
and exports. The other areas of
the project include industrial
parks, agricultural development,

tourism, financial cooperation,
improvement in municipal
infrastructure, education, public
health and people-to-people

communication. The energy sector
has been assigned top priority to
help Islamabad overcome energy
shortages.

And Gwadar Port Project is
the central point of Pak-China
strategic partnership with its
strategic location and potential for
becoming the future economic and
energy hub.

Nevertheless,theestablishment
of CPEC between deep Gwadar
seaport of Balochistan and the
historic Silk Road city in western
regions-Xinjiang of China will
connect Gilgit-Baltistan through
Khunjerab Pass. Beijing would
also build an international airport
at Gwadar, while the roads

infrastructure in Gwadar would
link the communication network of
the rest of the country to facilitate
the transportation of goods.

When Gwadar seaport becomes
fully operational, it would connect
the landlocked Central Asian states
with the rest of the world. Being
the commercial hub, the port is
likely to increase the volume of
trade, bringing multiple economic
and financial benefits to Pakistan.
It will enable high-volume cargo
vessels to move in the major
oceans, giving China’s short and
easy access to the Persian Gulf and
the Indian Ocean.

India was openly opposing the
CPEC-OBOR or BRI; the US also
joined New Delhi. In this context,
on October 3, 2017, the then US
Defence Secretary James Mattis
told the Lawmakers, “The United
States has reiterated its support
for India’s opposition to China’s
One Belt, One Road initiative...the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) a part of which traverses
Pakistan-Kashmir.”

Islamabad strongly rejected
the statement from the American
defence chief that the multibillion-
dollar road and rail network CPEC
will pass through a disputed
territory of Kashmir, urging the
international community to focus
on blatant human rights violations
and ‘heinous crimes’ committed
by Indian occupation forces in the
Indian Occupied Kashmir (10K),
and reminded that America that
Washington had also participated
in an OBOR summit.

Earlier, a statement from the
Chinese foreign ministry also
dismissed Mattis’ statement, saying
that the OBOR plan was backed by
the United Nations and that CPEC
was an economic cooperation
initiative. Beijing has also clarified
Indian concerns on the CPEC or

OBOR. But, apart from the US,
India is particularly opposing the
CPEC as part of the anti-Pakistan
and anti-China approach.

In this respect, besides America
and India, some western countries,
including their media have started
hostile propaganda against the
CPEC.

In this connection, the Chinese
Consul General in Karachi, Li Bijian
stated on September 8, 2020:
“China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
will continue to grow and expand
despite the negative propaganda
by certain countries as it is the
flagship project of “One Belt and
One Road Initiative” of China”.

A day after a controversial
interview of a key government
adviser cast doubts over future
of the China-CPEC project, Chief
of Army Staff General Qamar
Javed Bajwa met the Chinese
ambassador in the General
Headquarters (GHQ) in Rawalpindi
on September 12, this year and
assured him that the CPEC is
Pakistan’s economic future and its
security will not be compromised.
The meeting came against the
backdrop of a recent report by
Financial Times which quoted the
Prime Minister’s Adviser on Textile
and Commerce Abdul Razzak Daud
as saying that the newly formed
federal government might revisit
the CPEC projects.

Nonetheless, the Chinese
government has dismissed the
criticism as western propaganda
and insisted that the CPEC will
equally benefit Pakistan.

At this juncture, the media of
China and Pakistan must counter
the hostile propaganda of the
US-led countries against the
CPEC, as they do not want to see
development and prosperity in
Pakistan and China, including the
entire region.
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