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INDIAN [10J&K: AN ACADEMIC ANALYSIS

M Kabir

SEVENTY-FOUR year
ago, on 27 October 1947,India
illegally landed its forces in the
disputed territory of Jammu
and Kashmir. Both India and
Pakistan fought their first war
for Kashmir and ended the war
without permanent resolution of
the dispute.

However, in January 1949,
India approached the United
Nations (UN) to de-escalate
the Indian Occupied Jammu &
Kashmir war. As the fighting
continued, “on January 1,

1948 on the advice of British
Governor General, Lord
Mountbatten, though opposed
by his Deputy Prime Minister
Sardar Patel, Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru lodged a
complaint with the UN Security
Council (UNSC) by invoking
Articles 34 and 35 of the UN
Charter against Pakistan.

On 26 October, India
reiterated its pledge of its
conditional commitment to a
“plebiscite or referendum under
international auspices” but
neither Prime Minister Nehru nor
his followers kept their words to
grant the right of plebiscite to the
people of Jammu & Kashmir and
constantly continued to support
its puppet governments in Indian
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir.

It is pertinent to note that
the people of Indian Occupied
Jammu & Kashmir never
accepted India’s occupation-
whereas India has denied all
efforts for peace made by the
international community and the
UN and claimed “Kashmir is
an integral part of India”. India

viewed that “Indian Occupied
Jammu & Kashmir is no more
bilateral or international issue”
whereas Pakistan urges that
Kashmir is an “unfinished
agenda of partition” and it needs
to be resolved. Until Indian
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir
remains a dispute between India
and Pakistan, peace may not
prevail in South Asia.

Human history has unfolded
the untold stories of the states
and societies; it shows that
whenever people decided to
get freedom from oppressors,
aggressors and invaders, they
succeeded. For example, the
United States got independence
from Britain in 1776. Muslim-
Hindu fought for their
independence, finally forced
the British Empire to leave the
Subcontinent. Freedom always
costs a high price but eventually
it makes its course. India has
Indian Occupied Jammu &
Kashmir. On 05 August, Modi’s
government scrapped Article
370 from the Indian Constitution
and unilaterally annexed J&K.
The government has sent 30000
soldiers to suppress the voice
of Indian Occupied Jammu &
Kashmiri people; in fact this
special force is deputed to
massacre Muslim population.

Pakistani Prime Minister,
Imran Khan, has already
cautioned the international
organizations and community
that “Hitler’s policy is being
followed by Modi and his
advisors”.

Since its illegal occupation,
India could not legitimize its
presence in Indian Occupied
Jammu & Kashmir and grave
situation has frustrated Indian

civil-military leadership-“43
page report by the United
Nations Commissioner for
Human Rights has raised
serious concerns about abuses
by state security forces in
Indian Occupied Jammu &
Kashmir”, though India denied
this report but it is a reality
that Indian forces are using fire
power against the Indian illegal
Occupied Jammu & Kashmiri
youth. An Indian former Minister
rightly said, “India has lost

its control in Indian Occupied
Jammu & Kashmir”.

Since India-Pakistan
independence, Indian Occupied
Jammu & Kashmir has
experienced three uprisings
(1989, 2008, 2016). The
current uprising in the valley
started in 2016. This movement
sent a message to the Indian
government that ‘Kashmiri
people would never live under
Indian control”, a decisive
uprising forced the Modi
government to violate its own
constitution. Nevertheless,
removal of article 370 has
been RSS’ agenda that is
implemented by BJP’s Prime
Minister Modi who is known
as fascist and terrorist. Post-
Burhan Wani-Kashmir was
strengthening the Indian illegal
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir
Uprising (Kashmir cause) and
weakening India’s stance.

The magazine ‘The Wire’
on 27 August 2016 published
a statement by former Chief of
RAW, A.S. Dulat that “Indian
illegal Occupied Jammu &
Kashmir Uprising is 100%
indigenous” this has negated
India’s blame game against
Pakistan . The Indian illegal

Occupied Jammu & Kashmir
uprising after Burhan Wani’s
death has set new dimensions

to the Indian illegal Occupied
Jammu & Kashmir dispute —
owing to the present situation
of Kashmir the international
community and organizations
have known the actual condition
the people of the valley have
suffered at the hands of Indian
forces. India may not be able to
justify its heinous policy against
the people in Indian illegal
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir.

Some rational people of India
have realized that India and its
army are ruthless in Indian illegal
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir
valley and killing innocent
people. In December 2018,
former Supreme Court Justice,
Markandey Katju, criticized
the Indian Army Chief, for the
massacre of civilians in the
Pulwama region of Indian illegal
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir.

He wrote on twitter
“Congratulations to Gen Rawat
whose soldiers killed seven
civilians in a Jallianwala Bagh
or My Lai type massacre
in Pulwama, Indian illegal
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir.
How brave of the Indian army
General”. Katju continued to
write and said, “Three cheers
for Indian army which has
now started killing civilians
in Kashmir, like Gen Dyer at
Jalianwala Bagh, or Lt Calley at
My Lai in Vietnam. All Indian
army officers and soldiers should
be given Bharat Ratna”.

Pakistan has always
raised the Kashmir issue and
committed to provide diplomatic
support which exposed Indian
tactics. It is evident that all civil-

military leadership, in Pakistan,
tried to resolve the Indian illegal
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir
dispute but India not only
rejected ‘rational’ proposal for
the peaceful resolution but also
stopped talking on Indian illegal
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir
issue.

During Imran Khan’s visit the
US President, Donald Trump,
offered his office to mediate
between India and Pakistan
but India refused this offer by
increasing its troops in Valley.
Post 5/8 India’s unilateral
action helped world to know
actual issue of Kashmir. It is
Pakistan’s diplomatic triumph
—in fifty years the UNSC’s
meeting was called to discuss
the Indian illegal Occupied
Jammu & Kashmir conflict.
China, an emerging power,
has categorically said that
“India’s unilateral action is
unacceptable”.

It is interesting when the
world was discussing Kashmir’s
existing situation — the Indian
Defence Minister, Raj Nath,
threatened to rethink India’s
nuclear doctrine “no first use”,
he however, assured the world
that India would use its ‘atom
bomb” if required.

Today’s Kashmir is a nuclear
flashpoint. The whole region
and the world would feel the
effect of nuclear weapons if
it is used by the two nuclear
hostile neighbors. It is the
world’s obligation to stop the
neo-fascism in Indian illegal
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir —
fascists forces under Modi are
violating human rights in Indian
illegal Occupied Jammu &
Kashmir.

The underlying constants

Inam Ul Haque

Afghanistan remains one of
the most widely covered crises of
modern times. True to 21st-century
fad, there is a mushrooming army
of so-called 'Afghan experts'.
These experts — to quote
former Afghan cabinet minister
Mohammed Ehsan Zai — "read
‘The Kite Runner’ on [the] plane
and believe they are [an] expert
on Afghanistan." There are desk
officers with no ground experience
who cobble together books from
hearsay and claim greatness.
These tenure-based bureaucrats
tend to make faulty assumptions.
There are military veterans with
limited/sectoral exposure, who
end up creating personality cults.
Then there are freelance writers
who tend to become outright racist
and bigoted in their description of
Afghans and Afghanistan.

It is strongly felt that in the
absence of a multidisciplinary
approach, cutting across political
science/economy, international
relations, sociology, and
anthropology... for example; such
analyses risk becoming personal
experiences with limited universal
applicability. Sociology strongly
rebuffs sweeping generalisations
about people and countries.
Unless backed by rigorous
analysis, academic adroitness,
and fieldwork; Afghans and
Afghanistan would remain an
enigma.

The following Op-Eds
continue my earlier work on
Afghanistan and aim at distilling
some 'constants' gleaned from
some three centuries of Afghan
history. These have helped shape

attitudes and policy formulation in
Afghanistan and are by no means
exhaustive.

First, the nature of the
Afghan monarchy. Unlike the
contemporary monarchies, the
Durrani monarchy created by
Ahmed Shah Baba around 1747
was a 'tribal confederation' with
the king deriving power from
the tribes, and not the other way
round. This shaped subsequent
Afghan approaches towards
authority and governance.

Second, and following from
the above; modern state formation
in Afghanistan has, therefore,
remained a failed exercise,
whether under the erstwhile
farangi , later Shoravi
(Russian) or modern Amreeki
tutelage. Afghan political
culture abhors a strong centre,
especially if it is imposed.

Third, Afghans (the term
by extension covers Pashtun
tribes on both sides of the
Durand Line) are almost
entirely Muslim, converted
en-bloc around the times of
the pious caliphs. They did so,
as they find no major deviations in
Pukhtunwali/Pashtunwali — the
operative code covering everyday
life — and the teachings of Islam.
Both reinforce each other in
major areas. All Pathan tribes are
Sunni except the Bangash tribe
west of Kohat and Turi tribes in
Parachinar, Pakistan. The latter are
actually Turkic.

Interestingly, the Taliban
worldview of Islam is essentially
the rural Pashtun worldview...
although interaction with the
wider world, as refugees, has
introduced reform and changes in
this outlook.

Fourth, paradoxically if ever

there is a conflict between code
(riwaj) and Islam, Pukhtunwali
would prevail. Literature aplenty
to substantiate that major decrees
of the Peoples' Democratic Party
of Afghanistan (PDPA) — during
the 1979 Saur Revolution — were
reinforcing Islamic teachings; yet
the society revolted. The white-
bearded elderly cadre (spin-geeree
masharan) scoffed at the clean-
shaven, Moscow-educated young
communists, who asked them to
change the social status quo. They
fumed at these young zealots
telling them how to live.

Efforts to speed up societal

change in riwaj-bound Afghan
society would eventually fail,
even if the change is good overall.
The 'nation-building' plans of

the US — launched with much
fanfare later, lie in the dust. The
world still doesn't seem to have
learned any lesson. Outsize
emphasis on women/minority
rights, freedoms, and constitution,
etc would complicate the ongoing
intra-Afghan dialogue. Fifth, it is
interesting to see self-appointed
experts criticising Afghans for
being undemocratic. They need

to know that Afghanistan had the
representative Loya Jirga (Lower
House) and Masharano Jirga

of Afghan crisis

(Upper House) since much earlier.
Afghans are extremely egalitarian.
It is only in the developed
democracies that federating units
enjoy greater autonomy like in
the present political dispensation
of Afghanistan. Therefore, the
imposition of a strong centre in an
intensely democratic Afghanistan
has and would never succeed.

Sixth, despite inter and intra-
tribe differences and conflicts,
all Afghans (including the non-
Pashtuns) subscribe to a unique
sense of nationhood. This is the
binding glue, preventing any
touted division of Afghanistan
along ethnic lines.

Seventh, like all tribal
societies, Afghanistan has an
inherent conflict resolution
mechanism in the form of the
jirga. This mechanism works
effectively in the absence of
foreign interlocutors, with
no Afghan faction looking
over the shoulder. Repeated
interference has battered this
system, hence the prolonged
conflict and instability.

Eight, under the tenets of
Pukhtunwali, khegara/shegara
(doing favour/good to others)
occupies a central place. But
the favour has to be returned in
order to re-establish the social
equilibrium that is disturbed when
an Afghan receives a favour.
Having done so, the Afghan
feels being on an equal footing,
unencumbered by complexes.
The Afghan does not feel to be
perpetually indebted. Pakistan's
hope of Afghanistan remaining
grateful to us in eternity is,
therefore, a misplaced over-
expectation, based on lack of
sociological understanding.

Ninth, following on from the

above postulation, it is instructive
to sometimes listen to the Afghans
about our continued harping on
hosting Afghan refugees and
Pakistan's help in the Jihad since
the Soviet times. They reckon,
Afghans fought Pakistan's battle,
as, without Afghanistan, the Soviet
Bear would be sunbathing on

the beaches of Karachi. And for
refugees — they cite — it was
Pakistan's religious obligation to
provide refuge in line with our
lofty claims of Muslim solidarity.

Lastly, massive migration and
continued life under different
social underpinnings have changed
Afghan society marginally. The
newer power elite have emerged,
as during my fieldwork in a
refugee camp in the 1980s; 'ration
malik' was the emerging power
elite, responsible for the camp's
ration distribution. Afghans have
otherwise tried to jealously guard
their traditions. Dead bodies are
still sent back as far as possible
and there are negligible inter-
marriages with locals.

The continued conflict
has exacted a deadly cost in
human and material terms from
Afghanistan, yet to be accounted
for. The hapless, ragtag but
determined Afghans have forced
two superpowers in our lifetime
to bite the dust. Faith and
commitment were central to their
success, besides other reasons.
The Afghans deserve empathy in
the world, not disdain or racial-
profiling.

Moulvi Abdul Ghani Baradar
standing next to Mike Pompeo is
an epoch in the making. Afghan
Baqi, Kuhsar Baqi. Alhamdo-
Lillah, Alhamdo-Lillah [Afghans
and their mountains would keep
standing, praise to Allah].
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