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Mr Pushpa

Amidst all the uncertainty
surrounding the resurgence of
coronavirus, global supply-chain
disruption, and shifting international
alliances, there is one thing that
can be asserted with some measure
of certainty: a new war, a new
Great Game, a new world order, is
afoot. And in the coming months
and years, South Asia, along with
the Pacific, will most likely be
the arena in which this next Great
Game is contested. Let us put this
in perspective. Modern history, its
alliances, and its flashpoints, stretch
only as far back as a hundred years.
At the turn of the twentieth century,
the world was an unrecognisably
different place. Europe and the
Middle East was predominantly
split between the Austro-Hungarian
Empire, the British Empire, The
Ottoman Caliphate, and French
pockets of power. Russia, China,
and even the United States, were
involved only at the fringes, through
fragmented alliances of fleeting
importance.

The First World War changed
all that, completely obliterating the
old-world order. But the ‘agenda’
was still incomplete. Germany
retained parts of its military might;
Japan had not been cut to size; and
American dominance in the Western
hemisphere was still in its nascent
stages. This unfinished agenda
led the world to war again, which
culminated in the Second World
War. This was far more decisive.

A new regional war?

Germany and Japan’s defeat
was “unconditional” this time. The
consequent division of the spoils
of war gave rise to the modern-day
Middle East. It also established
the United States as the dominant
force in the West, and resulted in
the creation of institutions such as
the United Nations. However, even
as the West celebrated its victory,
recreating international boundaries
at its whim, an Iron Curtain fell
across half of Europe, under the
banner of the Soviet Union. This
time, with atomic power in all major
military arsenals, an all-out was in
no one’s interest. Instead, a ‘Cold
War’, fought through economic
instruments, international trade
blocs and proxy wars in Korea,
Vietnam and Afghanistan.

Defeat of the Soviet forces in
Afghanistan during the 1980s,
followed by fall of the Berlin
Wall in November 1991, ended
the Cold War and ushered in the
age of a unipolar world. For the
first time since the collapse of the
Roman Empire, all of the world
was ‘dominated’ by a single
country: in this case the United
States. This extraordinary turn
of events ushered in a decade of
uninterrupted prosperity for the
United States, during the 1990s. Its
military power was unchallenged.
Its economic reach was unimpeded.
And its political capital seemed
inexhaustible. Many of the countries
that had earlier sided with the Soviet
bloc, started to shift their loyalty.

And the first among them
was India. Throughout the 1990s,

India worked on realigning

its international stance to side

with the United States. And, in

the wake of 9/11, as the United
States decided to flex its unipolar
muscle in Afghanistan, India
jumped on the bandwagon to
rebrand itself as America’s
strategic partner in South-Asia and
beyond. India, through American
sponsorship, started to see itself

as a counterweight to China in the
region. And in the process, it sought
to isolate Pakistan, painting it as
Global Enemy No. 1. In fact, some
years back, this strategy formally re-
shaped American foreign policy—
declaring ‘Af-Pak’ as one region,
while including its strategic partner
India in the ‘Indo-Pacific’ policy,
focused at countering China. This
strategy worked exceptionally well
for India, for almost two decades.
As United States’ strategic partner,
India soon found favour amidst a
pliable Middle East royalty, which
depends on American military and
financial presence for its survival.
Pakistan, it seemed, was finally
being isolated; helped, of course,
by decades of bad governance,
under Nawaz Sharif, Asif Zardari
and Pervez Musharraf. Drunk on
its strategic partnership with the
United States, and emboldened by
feckless leadership of the Muslim
world (including decades of
isolation for Pakistan), India started
to exert its nuisance by sponsoring
terrorism in Pakistan, infiltrating
Afghanistan’s NDS, and revoking
Kashmir’s special constitutional
status. Recently, however,

something extraordinary has started
to happen. The United States’ myth
of a unipolar world has started

to crumble, as China grows out
from the shadows, and a resurgent
Russia gathers strength under

the leadership of Vladimir Putin.
Friends and foes, living under the
erstwhile unipolar world, now have
other international options to look
towards—as a result of which, the
regime changes, desired by the US,
could not be properly effectuated in
Syria, Lebanon, and large parts of
the gulf empires. Most decisively,
perhaps, America’s defeat in
Afghanistan has turned out to be a
military and strategic set-back for
America and her allies (read: India).

Amidst these winds of change,
as the world was still grappling
with shifting power balance, the
coronavirus epidemic swept across
the world. Americans had hoped
that this disease would be limited to
China, or its neighbouring countries.
However, exactly the opposite
happened. China, where the virus
started, quickly gained control over
its spread. And the ‘free world’,
led by the United States and its
strategic allies (including the United
Kingdom, Brazil and India), have
suffered the most. Not knowing how
to come to terms with this reality,
the hubris of America and its allies
turned to blaming China.

Following the American lead,
India and its media continues to
refer to the pandemic as “Wuhan
Virus’. Ticking China further,
the US and its allies continue to
issue feeble statements of support

of Taiwan, and against the ‘One
China’ policy. The Pacific has seen
increased military activities. And
Secretary Blinken is rooting for
what he calls the international ‘rules
based order’ (whatever that means).
This, for all intents and purposes,

is the stage of the new Cold War.
Unlike the last Cold War, this
(economic and military) stand-off
will be focused on the Pacific.

Or should we say, the Indo-
Pacific. Almost overnight, the
stakes of South Asia have changed.
Within the span of a few months,
India has gone from being the next
big thing, to being on the back-
foot, desperately trying to avoid
conflict with an ever-stronger China
in its backyard. Steps by India to
backtrack from its “Howdi Modi”
stance to a more “Non-Aligned
Movement” stage, seem (for now)
to be too little too late. This region,
along with the Pacific, is now
going to be centre-stage in world
politics for the foreseeable future.
China’s economic interests are
aligned with a prosperous Pakistan,
and a functional CPEC route.

After its ignominious exit from
Afghanistan, America’s regional
interests, acting through its proxy
India, include destabilisation of
Pakistan and disruption of CPEC.
And this important tussle, enacted
by Pakistan and India, at the behest
of China and the United States
respectively, will determine the
contours and complexion of the
coming war in our region, as well
as that of the new Great Game in
South Asia.

Ostrich Modi amid the raging pandemic
India should concentrate on its internal crisis

Mr Kumar

The protesting farmers have
announced to hold a countrywide
protest to demand annulment of the
newly enacted farm laws on May
26. Despite having seen the havoc of
the Kumbh congregation, the Modi
government is stone-wall silent to
the ultimatum. Twelve opposition
parties have pilloried the Modi
government for its obduracy.

India spent the sum of Rs. 4.1
million on the ceremony to induct
the first batch of Rafale aircraft
(Ambala air base), under contract to
purchase 36 aircraft costing Rs 590
billion. Apathetic to te plight of the
people, the Indian army chief talked
to the US army chief to enhance
cooperation under Basic Exchange
and Cooperation agreement to hit
Pakistan’s land and surface targets
in real time. There being no freebies,
the BECA equipment will cost
billions.

About 4000 COVID patients
are dying each day for want of
beds or oxygen. Poor people dump
dead bodies of their loved ones
in the Ganges River as they can’t
afford costly wood to cremate
them. In just one day 150 dead
bodies were recovered to save
them from vultures and stray
dogs. There is only one electric
incinerator/cremator in India at
Calcutta, yet to be operated.

Author Shobha De asked
*What’ll it take for Modi to stop
playing ostrich?’. The national
students’ union registered an FIR
against the “missing” home minister
Amit Shah. It is time India diverted
its resources to stop the third wave.

Because of insanitary conditions
and infected oxygen, the scourges
of white and black fungi have
emerged adding to Covis-19

fatalities. The white fungus is also
known as candidiasis, the nlack as
mucomycosis. Steroid treatment

can cause white fungal infection in
Covid-19 patients while unsterile
use of oxygen cylinders can also be
a reason. White fungus infection is
more dangerous than black fungus
because it affects vital organs,
including the lungs, brain, kidney
and private parts along with the
mouth, stomach and skin. Symptoms
of white fungus infection are similar
to that of coronavirus infection.
Chest pain and low oxygen levels
are seen in critical patients while
white patches in the oral cavity,

white discharge and skin lesions are
also seen among patients.
Medicines like caspofungin
or micafungin are used to treat
critically ill patients. But besides
vaccines there is a shortage of
almost everything, beds, oxygen,
and even wood to cremate the dead
bodies. Media reported 100 to 150
dead bodies floating in the River
Ganges.

Instead of facing the truth, The
BJP states prosecute even social
posts about the covid-19 situation
under India’s National Security
Act. For instance, journalist
Kishorchandra Wangkhem and
activist Erendro Leichombam were
booked under the NSA for Facebook
posts that pointed out that cow dung
or urine cannot cure covid-19.

Cowsheds are being used as
covid-19 clinics. Oxygen and
concentrators are being sold
at exorbitant prices. Even fire-
extinguisher cylinders were
sold as oxygen cylinders (Fire
extinguishers painted and sold as
oxygen cylinders,

3 arrested, India
Today May 6,
2021).

India and China
have signed accords
not to use firepower
in case of any
conflagration. Modi
admitted at an all-
party conference
that China has not
annexed an inch
of India’s territory.
Yet,the tiff between
the Chinese and
Indian troops
was portrayed
as a landmark
achievement.

The Modi
government should turn a new
leaf in India’s relations with its
neighbours by shunning the strong-
man image.

In view of the pandemic, India
should have diverted its troops from
borders to pandemic duty. But, no
such initiative is visible. Even in
May there was a faceoff between
the Chinese and the Indian troops.
Through propaganda onslaught,

Modi’s government has brought
home the message that Congress
is unpatriotic and bent upon
disintegrating India (tukreh tukreh
gang).

Referring to self-professed
patriots, in 1774, Samuel Johnson
had said that patriotism was the last
refuge of the scoundrel. The irony
in calling the Congress (or other
BJP opponents) “anti-national” is
that politicians of the Congress (and
others too) had actually gone to jail
fighting for India’s freedom from
the British. Leaders of the BJP’s
ideological predecessors did little
during the freedom movement.

India should mend its fences
not only with China but also with
Pakistan. Many Pakistani rulers,
including Gen Pervez Musharraf,
offered out-of-box solutions to
resolve the lingering Kashmir
dispute. But India shrugged off the
offers with disdain.

In his memoirs In The Line of
Fire, President Musharraf proposed
a personal solution of the Kashmir
issue. This solution, in essence,
envisions self-rule in demilitarised
regions of Kashmir under a joint-
management mechanism. The
solution pre-supposes reciprocal
flexibility.

The out-of-box Musharraf
Kashmir solution is in fact a
regurgitation of former Indian
foreign secretary Jagat S. Mehta’s
proposals. Mehta presented his ideas
in his article, ‘Resolving Kashmir
in the International Context of the
1990s’. Besides Kashmir, there are
the Sir Creek and Siachen Glacier
issues. India’s former foreign
secretary Shyam Saran, in his book
How India Sees the World makes
startling revelations about how this
issue eluded solution at last minute.
Saran says India itself created the

Siachen problem. He reminisces, in
the 1970s, US maps began to show
23000 kilometers of Siachen area
under Pakistan’s control. Thereupon,
‘Indian forces were sent to occupy
the glacier in a pre-emptive strike,
named Operation Meghdoot.
Pakistani attempts to dislodge
them did not succeed. But they did
manage to occupy and fortify the
lower reaches’.

He recalls how Siachen Glacier
and Sir Creek agreements could not
fructify for lack of political will or
footdragging. He says ‘NN Vohra,
who was the defence secretary at
the time, confirmed in a newspaper
interview that an agreement
on Siachen had been reached.

At the last moment, however, a
political decision was taken by the
Narasimha Rao government to defer
its signing to the next round of talks
scheduled for January the following
year. But, this did not happen... My
defence of the deal became a voice
in the wilderness’.

Similarly, the demarcation of the
Sir Creek maritime boundary was
unnecessarily delayed. Saran says ’if
we accepted the Pakistani alignment,
with the east bank of the creek as the
boundary, then Pakistan would get
only 40 per cent of the triangle. If our
alignment according to the Thalweg
principle was accepted, Pakistan
would get 60 per cent. There was a
keen interest in Pakistan to follow
this approach but we were unable to
explore this further when the Siachen
deal fell through. Pakistan was no
longer interested in a stand-alone Sir
Creek agreement’ (Thalweg principle
places the dividing line mid-channel
in the river).

The Modi government should
turn a new leaf in India’s relations
with its neighbours by shunning the
strong-man image.
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