/ ABHIYAN WEEKLY /

Devendrachudal@gmail.com

a¥:83 / 3P :W / 0TAGH Y I PHAR /AU Faad qa8g /

ftca e forafroren
®idRd, Tdled T
SRIUTdI JIGdetrel

HIGATS! | BT 9 T wfge! ufafferea«me
fafg Ioifie coswe  TeERM T
YU XaRY YIS BIUE-THYT TATS X SNl
AUTESEHT WrTEavel g fAfEd SR wue B |
NS AT Q0 T IECIAH GRS
9¢ Ryem fataa 3w | siltesw wfgg awm
R T WESH! USES BRFAT Wi 9oufs
et g1 vga! @ |

R T AR Yb dHEed aH IEUfade
AT W O 9¢ Sl AE faEE g
YD B | 9 T LU AT g FR e
IR UM UG TRERD! RIGIRTHT A1
NG ™ G IR D B |
> qid! T Uzram

dictdl 81339l ATl
el : IRAUTDI odles

FroAe! | AR W Ui gd R0 T T
1 33 O BT AawIEE U g
foRTem BIUH B | o9 AE Ul Qg SEIeR
DU FEIHT NG RSB PR W e
AESTS GUTh] RS a1 15U PRy | 9Es
U G g6 fAua! @IRhewd] T RUfS
IRGUTHT HRIGAT fewgsd! B9 |

IS FAIHRIG ANFEE 0 SFT X AU
IO AEULSIE % SHIGE bl AfAfo
FAEET TRPT RRIY | IRqUIRT AATEERT TR
fasfere® 7AId wuar afhes JoTds
w35 Ry afen IReer 3 By SR
IASHING  eRTd SRS AEEH U8

> gidt T U5

3If3eTe HdIe® 314 eIcISd Sehbeuld Ul

www.abhiyanweekly.com.np

AsHvaNwEEKY WTUATIEE

/ T ¥.90/-

Jan. 9, 2026

BINcS www.abhiyanweekly.com.np ol UfS Uge! Jfpos |

eI GLh AT S 1 A g%,
TETAHFA T ATRTA TS AT

ferey T grereiitied THaae T STTe(eh

gaUs Re ARPEES W W T
JoavRH faeEars $18 A TR
U, U PRSI, TIFH=TD]
Werl e, A= aofoe
godl BN Jaeed Aol RargEn
AT TR | SFoees TR faxie
YSTHOTE BISodTh NN Pe! ARhew
SRR B 1) B L
TIRREHT HEU HE 3 T R
YEIF T OFOIEE®  SHIBE0S
I B b o) S S O o
Solesd! Ry yesHeTs Sesard
TR ARFERS M @ g
TRIZP! ARY SIS 3MYHT B |

Seie faf W wE R

\"/;

P8 w@reft agEdEr wHIEH Hared

WoR MYy A UISTe] RS BT
v = ufdeoluce IR AUTS
el @R . |l Uil WRES
TH PU 9y ufdcoucsd ISl
uTe IR fIea TRYPT B |

> sl T Uad

TR HH T mﬁ ‘;rﬁlﬁlfa

FOAE! | T AE W I W W
TH Ry yedufs dmreE ol
AF  GED WHR  Tod R |
A& W W IMFARTS Fqared  A&Tadd!

WEROE T SR T RvST
fegesr g |

JRIST FT@H Sreiees el R
USTD] ST TR JEHAT a1l g |
FIH R AT g Jorifas
SEESIHd  AEHEA] SEd  <8HI B |
R AAUHT TOEE AU HIUE, THdT

PIGATS] | T WE W T W W
Ul fRY yedufs g 0 T T
U] Haled IGTATDH! Y4 TET=ITATIereT
GRS Frel Tgad TWRHRAT IREH
afpee d=im g W R |

TGS Tgd TRPT Thlgd  FHISEmR]
il HHEIRT 9Bl B A T §
TEEE IHd A8 UICHl BH B |
FEHR A RINT W SoHr
TIe M BIfsE RS Rer w1oufs
BIMBM 4 IE@UTH FHURAT ST T
U FEAH e WRead  @d
IH®! UG I BIGHSIGT HIR qo
|IE FH QU TS 39 8l BEfl
> qiol T Y

SUI@! AUl e U] ed  wouf
T U] WReTH @ ks S
AHE Uiels IRIUMET 5T TRIR S+
S Ul SUFHMIR §9dT B |
e o Houfy e diqut
AMBEAUD SIS T3 UGS JISTHME
Ryt v | 70w Ea1 glaen wfeq
S Ut fRer erer firs Ay
U Sodl PRy | gumEel Fdie
WeoHTEdR FHd T8l TMias AR

HloaTS! | IRGUThT UM ]
BIABG! TehIS YIS 1 FUT
woaE Riffg Muel B | U
IR AT WBT BISATSIHT IR I3
AEGE  YHTFHSR] SHEdR  ETyon
WHT B | ebRI S YHRMAT
wIfBM gietm eRId e PHIw
Rer wyewr wQue  ®eATE! UIwRT,
fodaq sMgaer e oo S
fEg®d JoI [WHT B M1 SN
TR YEARID!  AFEEE  |qAT
iy gEleR  fwms IRee
g SN fafew SWEarR A g
e & usH v faag Rl |

IRUHAT IR AR XSG IS
wHa FART®S! X ST AUTGHT ReD
wH gead fafe Tauel aRw
IUFHMHT A 9UHTS  TT&T 3
e aeEas 9od 9Eers |
THET TODI Hdl SIS HUBIS TaT
RIS GEAT IR @USHT S A

YA dBT B 8 HRUSG &S

QU] TGS A
ﬁﬁ‘zﬂm?%‘cm@vvﬂ%?&ﬂwﬁﬁ'cﬁ
TR ¥o™ WHS SR A
BT WA= BIHENY F U SSd!
B |

T WIRAT  WH ARPEE
A ARG IEEEHT FHH  WHS
TRERD! B TG TG G S
B | IE@UE I SIT@] AUTGHT Thdl
=il Il ¥ BEHEHT GH X8dT gaT
TN WoGa A= o T HS BB
el SHERY Wd weH Sod B | s
R YL 39 IRUEIE ydE et
SHEIR 9= fARed wed w | A=h
>qiat T Ao

HMADT Daldoa! T BIAAR
3 ael ool forafaeia

detl Uil gldal dool
RG] D IRDR ?

PISATS] | BIF 9 T g 9w
wfafferaTe fafaer S orfie
ToEEe AT SRINMl FEIguTiie
THHT IHGAREEDH! TGgdl  JhIeufs
gaEE gReT et A=lEE e[|
e g1 eemas Wl 9w 9
BERED! B WA I[OFINAD  GOD
qaEEs b uf fEteel AR
g3 XD THh D] GIC1I\'50Q SINE
o |

RAT 4TS ToeE UG B,
AU THS X ARNER] el M
IR TR JHHAG aTeTe 9 farad

> di@t T U5




0TR T QY I {HHER

CIGeIGH

Rty

How Trump normalized abducting foreign leaders

Qamar Bashir

The abduction and prosecution
of a sitting head of state is not
merely a criminal case. It is a
constitutional moment for the
international system. With the
dramatic seizure of Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro and his
transfer to the Southern District of
New York to face drug-trafficking
and weapons conspiracy charges,
the USA has crossed a threshold that
international law has traditionally
treated as inviolable: a sitting head
of state is not subject to the criminal
jurisdiction of another state’s courts.

Under customary international
law, confirmed most famously by
the International Court of Justice in
the Arrest Warrant Case (2002), a
sitting head of state enjoys immunity
ratione personae— absolute
immunity from foreign criminal
proceedings, arrest, and detention.
The basis is not personal privilege,
but sovereignty itself. If the head of
state can be arrested like a common
suspect, then the state itself is no
longer sovereign.

the USA proceeds on a different
logic. US law provides federal
courts jurisdiction over any person
physically before them who has
been indicted under federal criminal
statutes with extraterritorial reach.
The key drug-trafficking laws—

21 U.S.C. §§ 959, 960, 960a, and
963— permit prosecution of foreign
actors who manufacture or traffic
narcotics abroad knowing they are
bound for US territory. Add to that
18 U.S.C. § 924(0) concerning
firearms conspiracy, and the legal
structure becomes complete. Once

a federal grand jury indicts, and
once the accused is in custody, 18
U.S.C. § 3231 gives the district court
full criminal jurisdiction. Under

the Ker—Frisbie doctrine, even an
unlawful abduction does not defeat
prosecution.

In other words: US law begins
where international law says it
must stop. The USA answers this
contradiction in two ways. First,
by asserting that head-of-state
immunity depends on recognition—
and Washington has repeatedly

questioned the legitimacy of
Maduro’s presidency. Second,

by reframing drug-trafficking

as criminal, private activity, not
official state conduct. Courts used
a similar reasoning in United
States v. Noriega, where the former
Panamanian leader was tried in
Florida after being seized by force.
Since immunity protects the office
rather than the individual, the U.S.
argues that an illegitimate ruler
engaged in private
criminality is

not entitled to

the cloak of
sovereignty.

But even if
domestic US
legal doctrine
permits such
a prosecution,
international
law does not.
Sovereignty,
equality of states,
and immunity
of heads of state
are foundational
norms. If one
country may seize
the president of
another and try
him before a
domestic court,
then every
powerful nation
acquires the same
prerogative.

And here
lies the danger.
Imagine the mirror case. Suppose
Venezuela indicted a sitting US
president— say Donald Trump— on
charges of mass civilian casualties,
illegal blockade, or extrajudicial
destruction of vessels at sea.
Suppose further that Venezuelan
agents abducted him abroad and
transported him to Caracas for trial.
Under the very logic now applied to
Maduro, Venezuela could insist its
criminal statutes have extraterritorial
reach, that Trump’s actions were
criminal rather than “official,” and
that its courts therefore possess
jurisdiction.

For the sake of order,
sovereignty, and genuine
international justice, this Pandora’s
box must be closed— quickly and
decisively. Otherwise the rule of law
will not have been advanced by the
Maduro prosecution. It will have

been mortally wounded.

How would the USA respond?.
Not by arguing immunity in court,
but by invoking force. A national
emergency would be declared.
Military forces would mobilize.
The USA would demand immediate
release and— if refused— would
act unilaterally, claiming self-
defence under the UN Charter.
Washington would not accept the
idea that a foreign domestic judge

could lawfully sit in judgment over a

sitting US president. Nor would any
American expect it to.

The reality, then, is not that
law permits the USA what it
forbids others, but that power
determines whose law prevails.
When China pursues influence, it
does so primarily through economic
integration and diplomatic leverage,

binding states into webs of trade and

dependence. The USA once did the
same. But as its economic leverage

erodes and its diplomatic authority is

increasingly contested, military and
coercive instruments have become
more visible tools of statecraft. The
Maduro case is not an isolated legal
proceeding; it is an expression of
power through law— what scholars
call “lawfare.”

The timing reinforces this
interpretation. Senior US military

officials have openly acknowledged
that operational planning for the
mission began many months before
the final raid, using intelligence
mapping, maritime blockade, tanker
seizures, and legal narrative to
sculpt a justification. That sequence
suggests the decision to neutralize
Maduro came first; the legal

story followed. Declaring drugs

a “weapon of mass destruction,”
escalating maritime enforcement,

and ultimately seizing a sitting
president were phases of a single
strategy— not spontaneous
responses. It is no coincidence that
Venezuela controls the world’s
largest proven oil reserves.

Yet the legal stakes stretch far
beyond Venezuela. If abducting a
sitting president becomes normalized
practice, the Pandora’s box is open.
Russia could seize the Ukrainian
president. Ukraine could attempt to
capture the Russian leader. India and
Pakistan could abduct each other’s
heads of government under rival
criminal indictments. Every major
power could claim universal criminal
jurisdiction over its geopolitical
adversaries. The international
system would slide from law-
based coexistence into unrestrained
strategic kidnapping.

This is why head-of-state

immunity exists in the first place.
Not because leaders should be above
the law— but because there must
be a lawful, international forum for
accountability, not unilateral justice
imposed by strength. International
tribunals, or trials after a leader
leaves office, are the established
routes. Anything else destabilizes
the sovereign equality that prevents
chaos.

It is also essential to note that the
same immunity doctrine
protects US presidents,
including Donald Trump.
Under international law,
he cannot be arrested
or tried abroad while in
office, nor prosecuted for
official acts thereafter. If
the USA disregards these
principles when dealing
with weaker states, it
cannot coherently object
when others attempt the
same logic against it.

The charges against
Maduro in New York—
drug trafficking and
weapons conspiracy—
were shaped precisely
because those are the
statutes that grant US
courts extraterritorial
jurisdiction. They were
not chosen for factual
accuracy alone but
to manufacture legal
standing. If conviction
follows, it will rest on a
foundation that may be
domestically valid yet internationally
corrosive.

The world should be under no
illusion: this is not only a criminal
case. It is a test of whether law
restrains power, or power bends
law to its will. If the precedent
stands unchecked, the guardrails
that have prevented interstate
retribution through legalized
kidnapping will weaken. The result
will not be justice— but a colder,
more dangerous world where states
resolve grievances by force wrapped
in court filings.

For the sake of order,
sovereignty, and genuine
international justice, this Pandora’s
box must be closed— quickly and
decisively. Otherwise the rule of law
will not have been advanced by the
Maduro prosecution. It will have
been mortally wounded.
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