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Dr Muhammad Tayyab Khan

A recent analysis published by
Foreign Policy views Pakistan’s
emerging defense and diplomatic
role in the Middle East and North
Africa from a perspective that
not only signals a clear shift in
Islamabad’s foreign policy but also
points to the bold entry of a new
player on the region’s geopolitical
chessboard. Stretching from Riyadh
to Tripoli, from Khartoum to Gaza,
and from Tehran to Washington, this
new strategy shows that Pakistan
is no longer confined to traditional
diplomacy. Instead, by integrating
military cooperation, defense exports,
and strategic mediation, Islamabad
is seeking to establish itself as an
emerging net security provider.

According to Foreign Policy,
this advance is not the result of
a momentary reaction but part
of a carefully crafted strategic
framework. Under this approach,
Pakistan aims to convert its
military capabilities, battlefield
experience, and long-standing
ties within the Muslim world into
tangible economic and political
dividends. Prospective arms deals
approximately $1.5 billion with
Sudan and nearly $4 billion with
Libya indicate that Pakistan now
views defence exports not merely
as a source of revenue, but as an

Pakistan’s Bold Defence

effective instrument for expanding
diplomatic influence. These
agreements could not only open
new markets for Pakistan’s defence
industry but also lay the foundation
for a long-term Pakistani role within
the security architectures of these
states.

The expansion of defence
cooperation with Saudi Arabia
and ongoing discussions on new
agreements are considered the most
critical element of this evolving
landscape. Pakistan—Saudi relations
have historically been deep-rooted
at religious, military, and economic
levels, but at the current juncture,
efforts are underway to reshape them
within a new strategic framework.

In the light of rising security
concerns, the lingering effects of
the Yemen conflict, and complex
relations with Iran, Riyadh
seeks reliable partners capable
of providing not only military
assistance but also political balance.
Pakistan has the capacity to fill this
space; however, such a role also
exposes it to the risk of becoming
directly or indirectly entangled in
sensitive regional conflicts.

Turkiye’s potential inclusion
in this process introduces another
compelling dimension. If Pakistan
and Turkiye were to align within
a Saudi-led defense or security
framework, it could herald the
emergence of a new power bloc
in the Muslim world. Yet the
implications would be far from
straightforward. In countries like
Libya already marked by internal

divisions, external interference, and
the lingering threat of civil war the
combined presence of Pakistan and
Turkiye could further complicate
the regional balance of power. This
is precisely where opportunity and
risk converge, which is perhaps why
Turkiye has recently distanced itself
from the agreement.

Pakistan currently stands at a
delicate yet decisive crossroads. On
one side lies a golden opportunity to
transform its military and diplomatic
strengths into economic gains and
enhanced global influence. On the
other, the complex politics of the
Middle East, sectarian sensitivities,
and the competing interests of
major powers could draw Pakistan

Foray into the Middle East

into quagmires from which
disengagement would be difficult.
The central challenge for Islamabad
will be how skillfully it maintains
a fine balance between defense
activism and diplomatic equilibrium.
Pakistan’s expression of
interest in a possible international
stabilization mission in Gaza
reflects another significant shift in
its diplomatic thinking. Historically,
Pakistan has been a strong supporter
of the Palestinian cause, yet it
has largely refrained from direct
operational involvement on the
ground. Should Islamabad genuinely
participate in an international or
multinational mission, it would
not only enhance its global profile

but also place it at the heart of

the Middle East’s most sensitive
conflict. Alongside this, indications
of Pakistan’s willingness to engage
in diplomatic efforts aimed at
reducing tensions between the
USA and Iran suggest an ambition
to present itself not merely as a
regional actor, but as a broader
international mediator.

Proximity to Washington
constitutes another key factor in
this entire equation. For the USA,
Pakistan’s growing activities offer
an opportunity to share the security
burden in the region. At the same time,
Washington may harbor concerns
that Islamabad’s increasing strategic
autonomy could eventually limit
US influence. For Iran, Pakistan’s
expanding role is equally double-
edged: on one hand, it offers hope for
mediation; on the other, Pakistan’s
closeness to a Saudi-led alignment
may raise apprehensions.

Foreign Policy’s analysis
underscores that Pakistan currently
stands at a delicate yet decisive
crossroads. On one side lies a golden
opportunity to transform its military
and diplomatic strengths into
economic gains and enhanced global
influence. On the other, the complex
politics of the Middle East, sectarian
sensitivities, and the competing
interests of major powers could draw
Pakistan into quagmires from which
disengagement would be difficult.
The central challenge for Islamabad
will be how skillfully it maintains
a fine balance between defense
activism and diplomatic equilibrium.

Building indigenous strength

Abdul Basit Alvi

Australia has entered into
a preliminary, non-binding
arrangement with Pakistan
to examine the potential
acquisition of JF-17 Thunder
Block III fighter aircraft,
signaling a step toward
broader defense cooperation
and fleet diversification. The
understanding establishes
a framework for technical
assessments and operational
evaluations as part of Australia’s
wider effort to modernize its air
combat forces, adapt to changing
regional security conditions,
and reduce reliance on a limited
set of traditional suppliers. The
aircraft is viewed as a flexible
and comparatively affordable
4.5-generation option that could
complement existing high-end
platforms while supporting long-
term resilience in procurement
and sustainability.

For Pakistan, the agreement
represents an important
validation of its growing defence
manufacturing capabilities and
ambitions as an exporter of
advanced military equipment.
Beyond potential economic
benefits, such cooperation is
seen as enhancing international
credibility and opening pathways
for deeper institutional ties,
including training, technical
support, and joint professional
engagement. At the same time,
reports of a separate, large-
scale defence export deal with
Libya— featuring both combat
and training aircraft- underscore
Pakistan’s expanding footprint

in the global arms market and
highlight the JF-17’s emergence
as a flagship platform valued for
its versatility, cost efficiency, and
broad mission applicability.

Pakistan, the reported
deal with Libya carries truly
substantial economic, industrial,
and strategic benefits that will
resonate for years. Beyond the
immediate and very considerable
financial gains which will aid
foreign exchange reserves, such
a large-scale export agreement
has the latent potential to
stimulate domestic production
to unprecedented levels, create
thousands of direct and indirect
employment opportunities
across the engineering and
manufacturing sectors, and
support the accelerated
development of advanced
technological, metallurgical, and
systems integration skills within
the country’s defence sector.

It also strengthens Pakistan’s
hard-earned credibility as
a defence supplier capable
of delivering complete and
integrated combat and training
solutions, which may powerfully
open the door to further
opportunities in other regions
with similar requirements and
budget profiles. In this context,
independent observers and
economists have uniformly
described the development
as very positive news for
Pakistan, as it reflects growing
international confidence in its
defence products and reinforces
the country’s broader national
ambition to establish itself as
a competitive, reliable, and
innovative player in the global
defence equipment market.

For the citizens of Pakistan,
it is deeply encouraging and a

profound source of collective
national pride to witness the
steady, deliberate building of
indigenous strength and the
visible rise of Pakistan as a
recognized defence equipment
exporter, a transformation that
reflects years, indeed decades,
of sustained institutional effort,
deliberate institutional learning,
patient strategic planning, and
considerable national investment.

The profound sense of pride
felt by the public is intimately
and inextricably tied to the
widespread belief that these
achievements are the direct
result of the Pakistan Army’s
unwavering dedication, relentless
professionalism, and steadfast
commitment to national defense
and sovereignty, qualities which
have collectively enabled the
nation to enter what many people
now hopefully describe as a
promising and indeed golden
phase in its strategic, industrial,
and national evolution.

In recent times, the Pakistan
Army, as the vanguard
institution, has demonstrably
shown a consistently high level
of professionalism, operational
preparedness, and tactical
capability, which many within
the country interpret as clear
and unambiguous evidence
of its growing excellence and
combat readiness, particularly
in the tense context of regional
challenges and ongoing tensions
along its frontiers.

Events such as Marka-e-
Haq are widely viewed by the
patriotic public as defining
moments that reinforced national
confidence in the country’s
defensive posture and vividly
highlighted the effectiveness of
Pakistan’s military leadership,

its rigorous training standards,
and its improving technological
readiness. As a cumulative result,
Pakistan has increasingly been
perceived, both domestically
and abroad, as a strong and
resilient state underpinned by
a disciplined, professional,
and capable army that is adept
at safeguarding core national
interests while maintaining a
credible stance of deterrence.
This growing reservoir
of national confidence is,
importantly, not limited to
domestic perceptions and
patriotic sentiment alone, as
Pakistan’s armed forces and the
equipment they operate and now
produce have been receiving
notable and increasing attention
and appreciation in international
defense forums and publications.
Defence analysts, military
observers, and partner countries
have taken a marked interest
in Pakistan’s demonstrated
ability to develop, manufacture,
field, and now export reliable
military hardware, particularly
in niche areas such as aviation,
training platforms, armored
vehicles, and multi-role combat
systems. The operational
credibility earned through actual
performance in national service
and in multinational exercises
has played an indispensable
role in enhancing external trust
in Pakistan’s defense products,
making them more attractive
to pragmatic countries seeking
effective yet cost-efficient
military solutions without
restrictive political strings. This
shift is historically significant
because it marks a decisive
departure from Pakistan’s earlier
and long-held status as a country
largely dependent on foreign

suppliers for its defence needs,
toward an empowered position
where it can confidently offer its
own battle-tested equipment to
international markets.

The growing interest shown
by a diverse set of countries such
as Libya, Australia, and others is
therefore seen by Pakistanis as a
natural and justifiable outcome
of the nation’s demonstrated
military capability and its
expanding, sophisticated defense
industrial base.

For the people of Pakistan,
this development symbolizes
tangible national progress,
hard-won self-reliance, and the
successful integration of hard-
earned military experience with
growing domestic production
capacity and design ingenuity.

It also carries broader and
more hopeful implications for
sustainable economic growth,
indigenous technological
advancement, and elevated
international standing, as serious
defense exports contribute not
only to financial stability and
job creation but also to long-
term industrial and scientific
development through research
and development imperatives.

The profound sense of pride
felt by the public is intimately
and inextricably tied to the
widespread belief that these
achievements are the direct
result of the Pakistan Army’s
unwavering dedication, relentless
professionalism, and steadfast
commitment to national defense
and sovereignty, qualities which
have collectively enabled the
nation to enter what many people
now hopefully describe as a
promising and indeed golden
phase in its strategic, industrial,
and national evolution.
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