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The ceasefire stalemate

Majid Nabi Burfat

The proposed 60-day US-

Iran ceasefire memorandum has
not collapsed under the weight

of diplomatic friction; rather, it
has entered a state of calculated
suspension. Observers who

view the current diplomatic
deadlock as a mere breakdown in
communication are misinterpreting
the theater of modern conflict. In
the realm of geopolitical realism,
this impasse is a deliberate,
structural maneuver designed by
Washington to buy time. Caught
within a self-inflicted domestic
trap, the White House is using the
facade of ongoing negotiations

to delay a strategic choice it

is utterly unprepared to make.
The illusion of an easy "off-
ramp" has dissolved, leaving an
administration caught between the
rigid ideological demands of its
base and the unforgiving economic
realities of the ground.

At the heart of the current
gridlock sits Donald Trump’s
primary political dilemma: he is
trapped by the very architecture
of his own political base. The
hardline Republican "Hawks"—
ideologues who view any
negotiated settlement with Tehran
as an existential sign of American
weakness—have systematically
boxed the administration into a
corner. After eleven months of
a punishing naval blockade and
relentless economic warfare, the
White House finds itself in the
precarious position of having
absolutely nothing tangible to
show the American electorate. To
sign a compromise-heavy ceasefire
now would be painted domestically
as an outright capitulation.

This political vulnerability is

compounded by an impending
symbolic deadline. On July 4,
2026, the United States will
celebrate its historic 250th
Anniversary of American
Independence. The White House
is desperate to project an image

of undisputed global primacy on
this monumental anniversary.
Celebrating two and a half
centuries of American power
against the backdrop of a messy,
unresolved Middle Eastern
quagmire—where a regional power
successfully resisted Washington’s

maximum pressure campaign—
is a political nightmare the
administration will do anything to
avoid.

Devoid of a viable, dignified
exit strategy, Washington has
resorted to a textbook campaign
of coercive diplomacy. This
strategy was on full display at
the recently concluded Shangri-

La Dialogue in Singapore,

where US Secretary of Defense
Pete Hegseth took the podium

to deliver a highly aggressive
ultimatum. Hegseth’s rhetoric
regarding the readiness of the "War
Department" and Washington’s
expansive "ammunition production
capacity" was not an indication of
an imminent, full-scale invasion;

it was a loud, theatrical bluff
designed to force concession
through intimidation. By projecting
an absolute, unyielding willingness
to escalate, the US administration

hopes to buy valuable time,
attempting to frighten Tehran into
accepting a unilateral text that
demands the complete dismantling
of its nuclear program and
unrestricted Western oversight

of the Strait of Hormuz. It is
diplomacy under the shadow of the
gun, executed precisely because
Washington knows its hand on

the ground is far weaker than it
appears.

The reality beneath this
aggressive posture is a ticking
economic time-bomb that threatens
to trigger a devastating domestic
backlash. The average American
household has already absorbed
a punishing $500 increase in
monthly energy and living costs
directly tied to the prolonged
Middle East conflict. Economic
forecasting warns that if this
localized brinkmanship spills
over into a hot, uncontained

war, those household expenses

will skyrocket to a devastating
$2,000 per family annually. For a
president whose political brand is
built on economic populism and
domestic revitalization, forcing the
American middle class to subsidize
an expensive, pointless war in the
Middle East is political suicide.
The public backlash would destroy

the administration's domestic
standing, proving that while the
hawks want war, the American
consumer cannot afford it.

This volatile mix of a
diplomatic bluff and economic
panic explains the erratic, violent
events now unfolding on the water.
Even as peace talks supposedly
continue behind closed doors,
the U.S. military has escalated
its kinetic actions, recently
striking a commercial cargo ship
attempting to breach the naval
blockade to reach Iran. This
aggressive interception was met
with swift, asymmetric retaliation,
as regional forces launched
targeted missile strikes against
U.S. naval vessels in the Gulf of
Oman and adjacent waters. These
live-fire exchanges reveal the
fundamental flaw in Washington's
time-gaining strategy: when you
play a high-stakes game of bluff
with live ammunition, the risk of
miscalculation is total.

The strategic runway for
Washington's delaying tactics has
effectively run out. The United
States can no longer mask its
strategic vulnerability behind
aggressive rhetoric or theatrical
military posturing. This conflict
has transcended the metrics of
military hardware, evolving into
a severe trial of psychological
and domestic endurance. As the
250th anniversary approaches, the
White House faces a definitive
crossroads. It can either remain
a hostage to the hawkish
elements of domestic politics—
plunging the American middle
class into a devastating $2,000
economic trap—or it can adjust
to a multipolar reality, finalize a
genuine ceasefire, and execute
its long-delayed pivot toward
the Indo-Pacific. Prolonging the
stalemate is no longer an option;
the bluff has been called, and the
time for a hard geostrategic pivot
is now.

The global Al race and the new economic order

Dr Muhammad Bilal Tahir

The global technology
landscape is undergoing one of the
most transformative shifts since
the birth of the internet. Artificial
intelligence (Al), once confined
largely to experimental laboratories
and chatbots, is now becoming the
backbone of digital infrastructure,
business operations, and public
services.

From massive investments in
Al data centers to the emergence
of autonomous software agents,
the technology sector is entering
a new phase-one that will redefine
economies, jobs, and geopolitical
influence in the coming decade. In
recent days, several developments
in the global tech ecosystem have
highlighted the accelerating pace
of innovation and competition.

Major technology companies
and startups alike are racing to
secure the infrastructure, talent,
and capital required to lead the
next digital revolution. The
stakes are enormous because the
winners of this race will shape not
only technological progress but
also economic power in the 21st
century.

One of the most significant
trends in the technology sector
is the intensifying race over Al
infrastructure. Global demand for
computing power has surged as

companies deploy increasingly
complex machine learning models.
To meet this demand, firms are
investing billions in data centers,
cloud networks, and semiconductor
manufacturing.

For instance, Nvidia recently
committed billions to an Al cloud
startup, reinforcing the backbone
of the Al ecosystem and expanding
worldwide computing capacity.
This trend marks a major shift in
innovation. The focus is no longer
solely on software applications or
platforms but on the physical and
digital infrastructure that powers
Al at scale-energy-intensive data
centers, specialized chips, and
global cloud systems.

Controlling this infrastructure
has become a strategic advantage,
comparable to how energy
resources shaped global geopolitics
in the twentieth century. A related
development is the push by
technology giants to design custom
Al chips.

Every day Pakistan delays,
other nations pull ahead-but with
decisive leadership, visionary
policy, and entrepreneurial
courage, Pakistan can leapfrog into
the forefront of the Al revolution,
turning potential into global
influence and securing its place in
the economy of tomorrow.

Companies like Meta
are developing proprietary
silicon to handle massive
workloads efficiently, optimize
recommendation engines, and
power generative Al tools. This
reflects vertical integration,

where firms control every layer
of the technology stack —from
hardware to software to data.
By owning their infrastructure,
companies reduce costs, improve
performance, and decrease reliance
on external manufacturers.
Globally, this shift may reshape the
semiconductor industry and create
opportunities for emerging players.
Beyond infrastructure, artificial
intelligence is fundamentally
transforming the nature of work.
Technology leaders warn that
Al could disrupt labour markets
sooner than many governments
anticipate. Automation powered by
Al is already reshaping industries
such as software development,
finance, and customer service.
Software companies
increasingly rely on Al tools
that can write code, analyze
data, and automate routine tasks.
While these tools significantly
boost productivity, they also
raise challenging questions about
employment and workforce skills.
Some firms have begun
restructuring their teams to adapt,
signalling a profound shift in the
landscape of white-collar work.
Simultaneously, venture capital
continues to flow aggressively
into Al startups. Robotics,
cybersecurity, and Al-powered
platforms are attracting record
investment as investors bet on the
next generation of technological
breakthroughs.
Recently, an Al robotics
startup secured hundreds of
millions of dollars in funding,

reflecting strong confidence in
“embodied AI”’-machines capable
of interacting with the physical
world. Yet, rapid Al growth
also brings ethical and security
concerns. Governments around the
world are debating regulations on
autonomous weapons, surveillance
technologies, and data privacy.
Policymakers face the difficult
task of balancing innovation with
citizen protection. For developing
countries like Pakistan, the global
Al race presents both opportunities
and challenges. Pakistan has taken
tangible steps to position itself in
the digital economy. Initiatives
under the Digital Pakistan Vision
aim to expand high-speed internet
connectivity, promote IT exports,
and integrate Al and data science
into education and industry.
Startups in fintech, health tech,
and e-commerce are leveraging
Al to enhance services and reach
underserved communities.
Pakistan’s universities
are increasingly offering
specialized programs in Al,
machine learning, and robotics
to cultivate a skilled workforce
capable of contributing to local
and global technology markets.
Public-private partnerships
are fostering innovation hubs,
incubation centers, and research
programs, providing startups
with mentorship, funding, and
access to international markets.
Yet challenges remain: limited
infrastructure, slow adoption
of high-end computing, and
regulatory hurdles could hinder

progress.

Policymakers, academia, and
industry must collaborate to build
robust technology ecosystems—
supporting R&D, promoting
entrepreneurship, investing in
connectivity, and advancing
digital literacy among youth. The
world is entering a new industrial
revolution-driven not by steam or
electricity, but by data, algorithms,
and intelligent machines. Countries
that grasp this shift and invest
wisely in technology will define
the global economy. Pakistan, with
sustained investment and policy
support, has the potential not just
to consume technology but to
actively shape the Al-driven world.

The question is no longer
whether artificial intelligence will
transform our world. The real
question is whether Pakistan will
rise from the sidelines to become
a hub of innovation rather than
a mere consumer of technology.

It is time for bold action: invest
massively in Al research, forge
global partnerships, empower
startups with funding and
infrastructure, and equip the next
generation with digital and data
skills.

Every day Pakistan delays,
other nations pull ahead-but with
decisive leadership, visionary
policy, and entrepreneurial
courage, Pakistan can leapfrog into
the forefront of the Al revolution,
turning potential into global
influence and securing its place in
the economy of tomorrow.
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